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This summary is produced by the Mixed Migration Platform (MMP) and covers inter- and intra-regional 
displacement and displacement-induced mobility, drawing widely from available sources. 

Given the complexity of current migration trends in the Middle East, this summary gives a consolidat-
ed snapshot of mixed migration in Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey. Current mixed migration 

issues in Israel/oPt fall within the remit of the Regional Mixed Migration Secretariat (RMMS). 

A note on terminology: Throughout the report the term ‘refugees and other migrants’ is used to 
include all persons in mixed migration flows (this may include asylum seekers, trafficked persons, 
refugees, migrants, and other people on the move). Any reference to specific groups is consistent 
with the original source.
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Ongoing conflict in Iraq resulted in the continued 
flight of Iraqis into both Syria and Turkey in May, with 
the number of Iraqis received at Syria’s Al-Hol camp 
increasing by more than 1,800, while more than 1,000 
Iraqis were apprehended attempting to cross the 
border into Turkey. Meanwhile the number of Syrian 
refugees in Iraq increased by 0.7% in May compared 
to April figures. Internal displacement in Iraq, where 
more than 3.02 million are displaced, led UNHCR to 
open its twelfth Iraqi camp in May. Internal displace-
ment similarly continued in Syria, with 166,000 people 
newly displaced in the northern governorates, and 
more than 14,000 in the southern governorates in 
May alone. The number of Syrian refugees in neigh-
bouring countries continued to grow in May, reaching 
5,057,499 by the end of May. More than 2,110 people 
travelled from Turkey to Greece by sea in May. While 
Syrians and Iraqis comprised the largest percentage 
of arrivals, diversity continues to increase compared 
to 2016. People from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and Algeria have made up 6.3% and 6.1% of 
arrivals in 2017, respectively. Turkish citizens are also 

continuing to seek asylum in Europe following the 
attempted coup in July 2016, though reports indicate 
that Turks attempting to cross the Evros river into 
Greece are being ‘pushed back’. As the number of 
people and shelters along Syria’s southern border 
with Jordan reportedly grew in May, conditions con-
tinued to deteriorate. Reports of Syrians being de-
ported from Jordan also continued in May, alongside 
an increase of more than 3,000 persons of concern 
in the country. As of 1 May some 8,000 to 12,000 
Syrians in Lebanon had been forcibly evicted from in-
formal settlements in the Bekaa Valley, without plans 
for relocation. Roughly 4,300 had resettled elsewhere 
in the Bekaa Valley as of mid-May, though thousands 
more are unaccounted for or struggling to relocate. 

The following sections of this report describe 
monthly developments related to mixed migration 
by country, including reported arrivals, departures, 
internal displacement relevant to cross-border 
movement, and discussion of relevant policy  
changes. 

INTRODUCTION

Figure 1: Overview of key developments across the Middle East (May 2017)
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An estimated 1,641 shelters were identified at the 
Hadalat border crossing between Syria and Jordan as 
of 3 June, while 8,382 were identified at the Rukban 
crossing in late April.

Iraq

The number of Iraqis received at Syria’s Al-Hol camp 
increased by more than 1,800 in May

Syria

More than 166,000 people newly displaced in Syria’s 
northern governorates in May.

Turkey

More than 2,110 people, of increasingly diverse   
nationalities, arrived from Turkey to Greece by sea in May. 



M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T4

M A Y  2 0 1 7

M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T

Arrivals: Information on new arrivals to Iraq is not 
regularly reported. In recent months, there have been 
indications that people are returning to Iraq, particu-
larly from Turkey and Europe, however, there were no 
updated figures on returns to Iraq in May. 

Departures: Conflict in Northern Iraq has driven 
cross-border displacement to Syria, particularly 
since October 2016. As of 30 May 2017, the number 
of Iraqis received in Al-Hol refugee camp in Syria’s 
Al-Hasakah governorate had increased by 1,817 to 
17,282 compared to 30 April.  This is more than dou-
ble the increase in the number received at Al-Hol re-
ported in April (700), and almost double the increase 
in March (941). 

The number of apprehensions reported by Turkish 
Land Forces at the border with Iraq has varied signifi-
cantly in recent months. In May, 1,021 apprehensions 
were reported to have been made upon entry to 
Turkey from Iraq, compared to 87 in April. In March, 
the figure was 1,355, and in February, it was 1,577. In 
January, however, only 234 apprehensions on entry 
were reported. The reasons for such variation are not 
clearly reported.

The number of Iraqi refugees hosted in neighbouring 
countries in the region did not change in May com-
pared to April, and remains at 253,992. No change 
in the number of Iraqi refugees and asylum seekers 
in Turkey, which remains at 133,632, was reported in 
May. Until March, the number had been increasing 
steadily in 2017. 

63,034 registered Iraqis were reported to be in Jor-
dan as of 31 May, an increase of just 0.3% compared 
to April. 28,260 Iraqi refugees were registered in Iran 

as of early 2016. Updates are infrequent and no new 
data was available in May. In December 2016, the Syr-
ia Humanitarian Needs Overview estimated 24,970 
Iraqi refugees were in Syria, but this number is likely 
to have grown due to recent displacement from Iraq 
to Syria’s Al-Hol camp.

In May, Iraqis entered the top ten most common 
nationalities arriving by sea in Europe, as reported 
by UNHCR, representing 3.1% of overall arrivals. In 
Greece alone, Iraqis have been the third most com-
mon nationality to arrive by sea, accounting for 12.9% 
of total arrivals. As of 31 May, a total of 1,382 Iraqis had 
arrived by sea in Europe in 2017, compared to 1,007 
as of 30 April. Arrivals in Greece account for almost 
all of this monthly increase. Here, the number of Iraqis 
arriving by sea in May was 375, almost double the 
185 arrivals reported in April. However, the number of 
Iraqi arrivals as a proportion of the total monthly sea 
arrivals in Greece did not change significantly from 
April (16%) to May (17.7%). 

Refugees and Other Migrants in Iraq: In line with 
steady growth since September 2016, the number 
of Syrian refugees registered in Iraq continued to 
increase, although it remains below the peak of 
251,690 recorded in July 2015. In May 2017, 241,406 
Syrian refugees were registered in Iraq, an increase 
of 0.7% compared to April figures (239,639). 

Between January and April, the numbers of non-Syri-
an refugees in Iraq also grew slightly, from 42,548 to 
43,303. This trend continued in May, when the num-
ber of non-Syrian refugees in Iraq totalled 43,438. 
The number of stateless people reported in Iraq re-
mained constant in May compared to April, at 48,500. 

IRAQ

Syrian Other nationalities Stateless

Population of concern  

(as of May)
241,406 43,438 48,500

% change since April 0.7% 0.3% 0%

Refugees and other migrants in Iraq

Figure 2: Refugees and other migrants in Iraq (source: UNHCR)

Internal Displacement: As of 30 May, the overall 
number of internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Iraq 
identified by IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix 
(DTM) was 3,020,034. Overall displacement numbers 

in Iraq have remained above three million since Janu-
ary 2017. However, the overall number of IDPs report-
ed on 30 May was 45,468, (1.5%) less than the num-
ber reported on 30 April. Meanwhile, the number of 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170430%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://www.iom.fi/en/news/voluntary-returns-april-141-persons-returned-finland-iom
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170530%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-30-april-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-29-march-2017
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_June_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep%20Turkey%20_30-03.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-and-beyond-compilation-available-data-and-10
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey_December_2016.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170530%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_June_2017_.pdf
http://www.turkey.iom.int/mpm2.pdf
http://www.turkey.iom.int/mpm2.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/registered-iraqis-jordan-31-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/registered-iraqis-jordan-30-april-2017
https://www.wfp.org/countries/iran
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/2017_syria_hno_2.pdf
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean?id=83
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean?id=83
https://data2.unhcr.org/api/population/get/origin?export=csv&widget_id=30003&sv_id=11&population_collection=28&limit=10&fromDate=2017-01-01
http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/greece-data-snapshot-31-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/greece-data-snapshot-31-may-2017
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-unhcr-registration-trends-syrian-persons-concern-31-may-2017
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-unhcr-factsheet-january-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-unhcr-factsheet-april-2017
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR_Iraq_Factsheet_May%202017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR_Iraq_Factsheet_May%202017.pdf
http://iraqdtm.iom.int/IDPsML.aspx
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JORDAN

Arrivals: Throughout May, UNHCR reported provid-
ing medical assistance to 20 to 30 patients per day 
at the Rukban border crossing in the militarised zone 
between Syria and Jordan known as “the berm.”1 In-
creasing numbers of war-wounded Syrians continue 
to seek access to Jordan at the Rukban border due 
to the deteriorating security situation along Syria’s 
southern border with Jordan. Reports indicate an in-
creased presence of so-called Islamic State militants 
and foreign military troops in the area.

A shelter density map published by UNOSAT on 3 
June shows an estimated 1,641 shelters at the Hada-
lat border crossing of the berm, suggesting a 17.5% 
increase from the previous month’s figures. The most 
recent UNOSAT data available for the Rukban border 
crossing, updated on 29th April, indicated the pres-
ence of approximately 8,382 shelters at the Jordani-
an-Syrian border. Limited humanitarian access at the 
berm, due to security-motivated closures in 2016, has 
resulted in increasingly acute conditions for those 
stranded at Jordan’s border. According to one source, 
only one food shipment has been delivered to the 

1   This area covers the entirety of the Northern Jordanian border with 
Syria, occupying the space between the Jordanian border wall and 
Syrian territory, dubbed by Amnesty International as “no man’s land” in 
2016. 

Rukban camp since January 2017. 80% of the resi-
dents were comprised of women and children as of 
mid-2016. Deaths, survival sex and abusive manage-
ment by tribal militias have been unofficially reported. 
Such vulnerabilities are exacerbated by the lack of 
health facilities and humanitarian access. Discussions 
of the construction of a “buffer zone” along Jordan’s 
northern border with Syria continue to emerge, a 
move which would require the relocation of internally 
displaced people (IDPs) residing along the border 
areas, pushing back by four to six km. 

Departures: Reports of increased deportations, 
including children and those with health concerns to 
Syria continue, though the government has made no 
official comment regarding this. The latest available 
data from UNHCR reported 104 ‘spontaneous depar-
tures’ to Syria from Jordan between March and April, 
however more recent data is not available.    

Refugees and Other Migrants in Jordan: The most 
recent figures released by UNHCR in June place 
the total number of persons of concern in Jordan at 
736,396, demonstrating an increase of 3,186 from 
April. This includes 659,593 registered Syrians, up by 
nearly 2,000 from the previous month. The number of 
Iraqis officially registered rose by 579 to 63,024 from 
April to May, as did the number of Yemenis, from 7,441 

returnees grew by 36,858 (2.1%) in May to 1,813,680. 
In April, by comparison, returns increased by 8.4% on 
the previous month. 

In Mosul, 377,952 people were reported to be inter-
nally displaced as of 30 May, 38,394 more than on 
30 April. This represents an increase of 11.4% in May, 
compared to a 10.4% monthly increase in April. Hu-
manitarian actors continued to construct camps and 
expand sites in May to cope with the dynamic dis-
placement situation. UNCHR reported the opening of 
its twelfth camp on 12 May.

OCHA reported on 28 May that 774,026 people have 
been cumulatively displaced since operations to 
retake Mosul began on 17 October 2016. At 501,270, 
UNHCR figures from 30 May, are significantly lower. 
These figures are higher than the current IDP total as 
reports indicate that many people have returned to 
east Mosul. However, REACH assessment findings 
indicate that, as of May, many returnees lack purchas-
ing power, and correspondingly lack access to basic 
needs, despite making the decision to return. 

At the end of May, an estimated 180,000 people 
remained stranded in the Old City of Mosul, where 
fierce fighting was ongoing. The continued presence 
of civilians amidst military operations, which intensi-
fied on 4 May, are of major humanitarian concern. 

Displacement also continued elsewhere in May, 
particularly in and around Tel Afar. Populations also 
remain stranded in the area, where they lack human-
itarian assistance and access to protection. Hawiga 
district is controlled by the so-called Islamic State and 
as of 26 May, UNHCR reported that displacement out 
of Hawiga and Shirqat was ongoing. 

Vulnerability and Protection: April 2017 was the 
first month since December 2012 that less than one 
thousand civilian casualties had been recorded in 
a given month in Iraq. That trend was sustained in 
May, when a total of 874 civilian casualties were 
reported, according to the UN. Nonetheless, human 
rights groups continued to highlight serious threats to 
civilians in May due to ongoing conflict, particularly in 
west Mosul.

http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/jordan/2017-05-24/ammans-refugee-waiting-game?cid=int-lea&amp;pgtype=hpg
http://www.iris-france.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/Sensitive-Jordan-and-the-Berm-1.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13540
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13540
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/syria-south-fears-intervention-jordan-land-route-iran.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&amp;utm_medium=manual&amp;utm_campaign=20170526&amp;bt_ee=egNHzquUHhgvYqYhvc4+4f1dTFvqAnVG5PmxfdBvjoc85kUwYmZVifJWRql
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/syria-south-fears-intervention-jordan-land-route-iran.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&amp;utm_medium=manual&amp;utm_campaign=20170526&amp;bt_ee=egNHzquUHhgvYqYhvc4+4f1dTFvqAnVG5PmxfdBvjoc85kUwYmZVifJWRql
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNOSAT_A3_HadalatIDP_Landscape_20170504_opt.pdf
http://unosat-maps.web.cern.ch/unosat-maps/SY/CE20130604SYR/UNOSAT_A3_HadalatIDP_Landscape_20170603_opt.pdf
http://unosat-maps.web.cern.ch/unosat-maps/SY/CE20130604SYR/UNOSAT_A3_HadalatIDP_Landscape_20170603_opt.pdf
http://www.unitar.org/unosat/node/44/2592?utm_source=unosat-unitar&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=maps
http://unosat-maps.web.cern.ch/unosat-maps/SY/CE20130604SYR/UNOSAT_A3_Rukban_IDP_DensityMap_Landscape_20170429.pdf
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/06/jordan-soldiers-killed-syria-border-bomb-attack-160621064610938.html
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/jordan/2017-05-24/ammans-refugee-waiting-game?cid=int-lea&amp;pgtype=hpg
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/08/10/opinion/save-the-refugees-on-the-berm.html?_r=0
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/jordan/2017-05-24/ammans-refugee-waiting-game?cid=int-lea&amp;pgtype=hpg
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/jordan/2017-05-24/ammans-refugee-waiting-game?cid=int-lea&amp;pgtype=hpg
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/05/15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iX84xJOpdeM&t=1s
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13243
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-30-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-mosul-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-35-22-may-28-may-2017-enkuar
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-mosul-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-35-22-may-28-may-2017-enkuar
http://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2017/5/591579e74/1000s-flee-west-mosul-unhcr-opens-12th-new-camp-displaced.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-mosul-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-35-22-may-28-may-2017-enkuar
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/unhcr-mosul-emergency-response-october-2016-30-may-2017
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/irq_reach_mosul_offensive_crisis_overview_iii_may_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-mosul-humanitarian-response-situation-report-no-35-22-may-28-may-2017-enkuar
https://www.acaps.org/country/iraq/special-reports#container-901
https://www.acaps.org/country/iraq/special-reports#container-901
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-30-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/wfp-iraq-situation-report-48-22-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-idp-information-centre-report-april-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-idp-information-centre-report-april-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-crisis-update-northern-iraq-june-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/mosul-weekly-protection-update-20-26-may-2017
http://www.uniraq.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=6898:un-casualty-figures-for-iraq-for-the-month-of-may-2017&Itemid=633&lang=en
file:///C:\Users\Alex\Dropbox%20(ACAPS)\MMP\Monthly%20summaries\May%202017\liefweb.int\report\iraq\iraq-civilian-casualties-mount-west-mosul
file:///C:\Users\Alex\Dropbox%20(ACAPS)\MMP\Monthly%20summaries\May%202017\liefweb.int\report\iraq\iraq-civilian-casualties-mount-west-mosul
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Syrians Iraqis Yemenis Sudanese Somalis

Population of concern  

(as of May)
659,593 63,024 7,916 3,567 799

Refugees and other migrants in Jordan

Figure 3: Refugees and other migrants in Jordan (source: UNHCR)

LEBANON
Arrivals: In January 2015, the Lebanese government 
introduced new visa restrictions which have, in effect, 
suspended the registration of new refugees. No new 
or updated information on arrivals has been released 
since then. In April however, Al Monitor reported 
that Syrians continued to enter the country through 
informal channels. No new figures or updates exist for 
May.

Departures: ‘Humanitarian corridors’, a joint-initiative 
of religious associations assisted the first Syrian family 
to arrive in Italy from Lebanon. Between February and 
March 2017, it facilitated the resettlement of nearly 
700 Syrian refugees from Lebanon to Italy. Between 
April and December 2017, the programme plans to 
relocate 200 refugees from Lebanon to Italy. No new 
data from the programme was reported in May.

In May, the Philippine Embassy’s Assistance-to-Na-
tions (ATN) section reported having assisted in facili-
tating the repatriation of 14 Filipino nationals between 
10 and 25 April. There were no new updates about 
facilitated returns in May.

Refugees and Other Migrants in Lebanon:  OCHA 
last reported the estimated number of Syrian refu-
gees in Lebanon to be 1,500,000, 1,011,366 of whom 
were formally registered with UNHCR in December 
2016. Since then, there have been no updates in 
numbers. Similarly, the last estimates for Palestinian 
refugees come from January 2017, where Lebanon’s 
Crisis Response reported there to be 277,985 Pales-
tinian refugees registered and living in Lebanon and 

31,502 Palestinian refugees from Syria living in Leb-
anon. As of March, 6,000 Iraqis were registered with 
UNHCR in Lebanon. No new figures exist for May.

Approximately 200,000 domestic workers were pres-
ent in Lebanon, according to a report from The New 
Arab from 16 May. The majority come from Ethiopia, 
the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh, and 
work as maids. Nearly 65% of these workers describe 
having suffered forced labour, servitude or slavery 
while working in Lebanon. Statistics from Lebanon’s 
intelligence agency show that the death rate among 
migrant domestic workers is two per week, with the 
most common cause of death being suicide. 

Vulnerability and Protection: As of 1 May, an esti-
mated 8,000 to 12,000 Syrians refugees were on the 
move, having been ordered to leave their settlements 
by the Lebanese military, without any plans for relo-
cation. The Lebanese military claims that as many 
of the camps were situated near the Rayak air base, 
the evictions are justified on the basis of security 
concerns. According to UNHCR 4,300 people had 
already moved elsewhere within the Bekaa Valley by 
9 May. However, nearby municipalities have been 
reluctant to approve the new arrivals, given the large 
populations of Syrian refugees already hosted in their 
areas. The Norwegian Refugee Council reports that 
many families have been forced to move multiple 
times.  

Reuters reports that more than 300,000 Syrian ref-
ugees currently live in the Bekaa Valley, making the 

to 7,916. The number of Yemenis is likely higher due 
to the reported tendency of this community to avoid 
regular registration channels, seeking assistance 
instead from unofficial Yemeni support communities. 
An additional 101 Sudanese refugees were registered 
with UNHCR since April, totalling 3,567 and eight 
Somalis, totalling 799 by May. Another 1,497 other 
unspecified nationalities were registered by UNHCR 

from April to May. 

As of 31 May, 88.4% of Iraqis were registered in the 
urban centre of Amman, with 4.1% in Zarqa, whereas 
the registered Syrian population also occupy gov-
ernorates closer to the southern Syrian border, with 
27.7% in Amman, 20.8% in Irbid, 12.1% in Mafraq and 
12.1% in Za’atari Camp. 

http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/syrians-worried-over-lebanon-new-visa-rules-20151525310687936.html
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/mem/2017/04/18.html
http://www.santegidio.org/pageID/11676/langID/en/Humanitarian-Corridors-for-refugees.html
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2017/04/27/a-humanitarian-corridor-provides-an-alternative-to-bombs-and-boats
https://www.dfa.gov.ph/news-from-our-foreign-service-posts/12578-phl-embassy-in-beirut-facilitates-repatriation-of-14-filipinos
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA-HumanitarianBulletin-Issue27-April2017-EN.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA-HumanitarianBulletin-Issue27-April2017-EN.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=122
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2017_2020_LCRP_ENG-1.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/2017_2020_LCRP_ENG-1.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/lebanon_syrian_crisis_en.pdf
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/society/2017/5/16/domestic-workers-death-rate-doubles-in-lebanon
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/society/2017/5/16/domestic-workers-death-rate-doubles-in-lebanon
https://www.irinnews.org/feature/2017/05/15/slave-labour-death-rate-doubles-migrant-domestic-workers-lebanon
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/mass-eviction-lebanon-buries-refugees-debt
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/mass-eviction-lebanon-buries-refugees-debt
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-lebanon-refugees-idUSKBN1851LC
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-lebanon-refugees-idUSKBN1851LC
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/we-were-street-syrian-refugees-lebanon-struggle-after-eviction
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/we-were-street-syrian-refugees-lebanon-struggle-after-eviction
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-lebanon-refugees-idUSKBN1851LC
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwxlXynKcRXTV2c3ajNlMVN1TjA/view
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13604
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13551
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13552
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Figure 4: Children in an Informal Tented Settlement in Ba’albek, Lebanon. Credit: DRC

region the most densely populated by refugees in the 
country. A third of the refugees living in Bekaa live 

in informal tented settlements and are vulnerable to 
eviction and displacement. 

SYRIA
Arrivals: Ongoing conflict in and around Mosul con-
tinued to drive displacement into Syria throughout 
May. In May, the number of Iraqis received in Al-Hol 
refugee camp in Al-Hasakah governorate increased 
by 1,817 to 17,282. The number of people received in 
May more than doubled compared to April, when the 
number grew by only 700.

Departures: Since the beginning of 2017, the total 
number of Syrian refugees registered in neighbouring 
countries has increased each month. In May, the num-
ber of registered Syrian refugees reached 5,057,499. 
Although the overall number continued to grow in 
May, the monthly increase was significantly lower 
than in recent months. In May, the number of Syrian 
refugees registered in neighbouring countries and 
North Africa increased by 2,395, compared to 28,047 
registered in April, nearly 91.5% less. 

As of 6 June, 3,028,226 Syrians were granted tem-
porary protection in Turkey, an increase of 35,659 
from 27 April according to the Directorate General 
of Migration Management (DGMM). While the border 
crossings have largely been closed since early 2015, 
irregular arrivals to Turkey are considered to be on-

going. A total of 660,154 Syrian refugees were reg-
istered in Jordan as of 31 May, marking an increase 
of 1,065 over the past month. In Iraq, the number of 
registered Syrian refugees increased by 1,767 in May, 
bringing the total number to 241,406. In North Africa 
(Egypt, Algeria, Libya, Morocco and Tunisia), there 
were 152,332 registered Syrian refugees as of 30 
April, according to the most recently available UNHCR 
figures. Of the total number of Syrians registered in 
North Africa, 80% were in Egypt. As of 31 May, 2,666 
Syrians had arrived in Greece and 533 in Italy in 2017 
via the Mediterranean Sea.  

Refugees and other migrants in Syria: As of March, 
the total number of refugees and asylum seekers 
inside Syria is 54,176 with no new updates in May. Of 
this figure, Iraqi refugees comprise the largest group 
with 25,000 living in Syria. 

Internal Displacement: 166,707 newly displaced peo-
ple were recorded in Syria’s northern governorates 
in May, marking an increase (12.5%) from the previous 
month when 120,005 were newly displaced. Ongoing 
military operations in Al-Raqqa have displaced over 
171,124 people since 1 April, including 101,921 from the 

https://www.odi.org/comment/10513-lebanon-needs-more-international-support-care-syrian-refugees
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170530%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20170530%20UNHCR%20Iraq%20Flash%20Update.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-30-april-2017
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2016/05/20/un-press-turkey-open-border
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13552
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13552
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=107
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ExternalStatisticalReportonUNHCRRegisteredSyriansasof30April2017.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/download.php?id=13595
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/country.php?id=103
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5205
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Fact%20sheet%20March%202017%20Eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Fact%20sheet%20March%202017%20Eng.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/iraq-situation-unhcr-flash-update-15-june-2017
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-flash-update-recent-events-03-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-ar-raqqa-situation-report-no-8-10-june-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-ar-raqqa-situation-report-no-8-10-june-2017
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beginning of May to 5 June. UN agencies reported 
an estimated 20,500 displaced individuals from Al-
Raqqa arrived in Ein Issa camp during the third week 
of May. In addition, an estimated 17,000 individuals 
left for other areas in rural Raqqa, including Manbij, 
Azzaz, Jarablus and other sub districts of Al-Raqqa 
Governorate.

Between May 2016 and 16 May 2017, over 387,730 
people were displaced in Aleppo governorate, 
212,470 in Al-Raqqa, 146,662 in Hama governorate, 
101,827 in Idlib, 33,611 in Homs, and over 8,000 peo-
ple were displaced in Deir Ezzor governorate. 

In May, there were 14,359 new displacements from 
affected areas in the south of the country, including 
Damascus, Rural Damascus, Sweida and Dara’a.

Between 1 April and 22 May there were a total of 
22,302 displacements from the besieged areas 
of Al-Waer (Homs), Yarmouk, Qaboun and Barzeh 
(Damascus) and Zabadani and Madaya (Rural Damas-
cus), recorded by the Camp Coordination and Camp 
Management (CCCM) Cluster. Most people moved 
to different locations in Idlib governorate. 7,386 also 
moved to Jarablus in Aleppo governorate. 

In an assessment of 23 communities in Homs con-
ducted by REACH, less than 50% of the pre-conflict 
population remained in all communities assessed in 
April. No pre-conflict populations were left in Kisein, 
ar-Rastan subdistrict or Um Sharshouh, Talbiseh sub-
district.

TURKEY
Arrivals: Turkish Land Forces reported the apprehen-
sion of 32,693 people attempting to irregularly cross 
land borders into Turkey in May, an increase of 11,890 
people compared to figures from April and March (co-
incidentally both recorded at 20,803).  This increase 
is mainly linked to heightened apprehensions at the 
Syrian border (31,202) an increase of 10,737 from the 

previous month. Increased apprehensions of refu-
gees and other migrants were also reported at other 
borders with 1,021 people apprehended at the Iraqi 
border (an increase of 934), 242 apprehended at the 
Greek border (an increase of 101), and 179 apprehend-
ed at the Iranian border (an increase of 69). 
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170601%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170608%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/170601%20syria%20flash%20update%20cccm%20snfi%20protection.pdf
http://www.reachresourcecentre.info/system/files/resource-documents/reach_syr_factsheet_hsos_governorate_factsheet_may2017_3.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
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In May, arrivals by sea to Greece increased by 954 in-
dividuals compared to April figures, for a total of 2,110 
arrivals from Turkey in May. The increase is thought to 
be due to warmer weather and calmer seas. Of these 
arrivals 694 were from Syria, 375 were from Iraq, 160 
were from the Democratic Republic of Congo 127, 
were from Afghanistan, 111 were from Algeria, with 

some 643 people (30.5%) arriving from unspecified 
‘other’ countries. No sea arrivals on Cyprus were re-
ported in May, leaving the total arrivals in 2017 at 302, 
the majority of whom were Syrian. 

According to UNHCR figures, between January and 
April some 539 people travelled by boat from Tur-
key to Italy. Most of the arrivals were Syrian, though 

Figure 6: 2017 sea arrivals in Greece, as of 31 May, by country of origin (source: UNHCR)

Apprehensions were also reported at the borders 
with Bulgaria (38), Nakhichevan (9), and Georgia (2) in 
May, none of which were reported on in April. Turkish 
officials claim that the country intends to maintain its 
‘open door’ policy for emergency situations, though 
border closures in March 2015 and the introduction 
of strict visa requirements for Syrians entering by 
air or sea have made it difficult, if not impossible, to 
legally cross the border. 

According to President Erdoğan, Turkey plans to 
build a 70 kilometre wall along its border with Iran, 
following the expected completion of a wall along 
the Syrian border in Autumn 2017. The plan has been 
publicly welcomed by Iranian authorities. Erdoğan 
also announced similar plans for the Iraqi border. 
In April, Turkey completed 556 kilometres of a 
three-metre high border wall along its border with 
Syria – the first phase of a wall that will cover the en-
tirety of the 911 kilometre border with the country. 

UNHCR reports that 87 people were returned to 
Turkey from Greece under the EU Turkey Agreement 
in May, bringing the total number of returns since its 
implementation in March 2016 to 1,181. Of those indi-
viduals returned in May, 14 were Syrian and 73 were 
non-specified third country nationals. Data on the 
nationalities of returns to Greece was available as of 
6 June and shows that since 2 May, 50 people from 
Pakistan have been returned to Turkey, 14 from Syria, 
11 from Algeria, 7 from Bangladesh, 4 from Nepal, 2 

from Morocco, 2 from Nigeria, and 8 people from 
various ‘other’ countries. UNICEF reports that as of 31 
May, 64 children have been returned to Turkey under 
the EU-Turkey Agreement.

Departures: According to the Turkish Coast Guard 
28 ‘irregular migration incidents’ involving 1,236 
‘irregular migrants’ occurred in the seas surrounding 
Turkey in May. This marks six fewer incidents than 
those reported in April, involving 315 fewer people. 
The top ten countries of origin of people ‘apprehend-
ed/rescued’ by the Coast Guard in May included, in 
descending order: Syria, Congo, Pakistan, Afghani-
stan, Somalia, Iran, Eritrea, Togo, Cameroon, and Iraq, 
with Somalia, Iran, Togo, and Cameroon not appear-
ing on the previous month’s list. 

The nationalities of these apprehensions show 
some differences from UNHCR’s figures for total sea 
arrivals from Turkey to Greece in 2017. As of 31 May, 
Syrians were the largest group of arrivals at 36.7%, 
followed by Iraq at 12.9%, Democratic Republic of 
Congo at 6.3%, Algeria at 6.1%, Afghanistan at 5.3%, 
Stateless people at 4.6%, Palestine at 4.3%, Pakistan 
at 3.4%, Iran at 2.5%, and Kuwait at 2.3%. Some 15.7% 
of arrivals in Greece (1,139 people) were of various 
unspecified ‘other’ nationalities. At least 7,274 people 
arrived by sea in Greece in the first five months of 
2017, with a greater diversity of nationalities than in 
2016. 
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http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/greece-data-snapshot-11-jun-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unicef-turkey-humanitarian-situation-report-may-2017
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57696
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57696
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://www.trtworld.com/mea/turkish-pm-says-open-door-policy-for-refugees-will-continue-58570
http://www.trtworld.com/mea/turkish-pm-says-open-door-policy-for-refugees-will-continue-58570
https://newsthatmoves.org/en/more-than-3-5-million-in-turkey/
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/04/21
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/wfp-turkey-country-brief-february-2017
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/02/turkey-open-border-syrian-refugees-160207113555928.html
http://www.irinnews.org/analysis/2016/03/10/no-way-out-how-syrians-are-struggling-find-exit
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2015/01/lebanon-visa-restrictions-syrians-2015131029059563.html
http://m.bianet.org/english/politics/187054-wall-on-iraqi-iranian-border-to-be-built-after-completion-of-wall-on-syrian-border
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/05/09/a-new-wall-at-the-turkish-iranian-border-is-being-constructed/
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tehran-happy-turkey-plan-wall-border-iran-861506219
file:///C:\Users\NicoleMaine\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\KLTW3IQO\Erdoğan
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/04/11/border-wall-at-syrian-border-completed/
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/drc-turkey-mixed-migration-monthly-update-april-2017
https://www.dezeen.com/2017/04/25/turkey-completes-first-phase-900-kilometre-wall-syrian-border/
http://reliefweb.int/report/italy/unhcr-europe-monthly-report-may-2017
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/greece/refugee-and-migrant-children-greece-31-may-2017
http://www.sahilguvenlik.gov.tr/baskanliklar/harekat/faaliyet_istatistikleri/duzensiz_goc_istatistikleri.html
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/mediterranean/location/5179
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/57706.pdf
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57696
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smaller numbers of Pakistanis, Iranians, and Somalis 
have also used this route. No figures were available 
for May. The New York Times reports that in some 
cases, refugee and other migrants pay high prices for 
‘luxury’ journeys across the Aegean and Mediterrane-
an on sailboats and yachts piloted mainly by Ukraini-
an skippers.

Following an attempted coup in July 2016, Turkish 
diplomats and military officials have been claiming 
asylum in EU countries. In early May, Der Spiegel 
reported that around 450 Turkish officials (diplomats, 
judges, and military officers) and their family members 
had applied for asylum in Germany, with an over-
all total of more than 7,700 applications by Turkish 
nationals. Turks are reportedly also seeking asylum in 
Belgium, Norway, and the Netherlands. Those fleeing 
Turkey are using the same smuggling routes as Syri-
an refugees and other migrants.

People also exit Turkey via the country’s land bor-
ders, though in smaller numbers than via sea borders. 
Between January and April, UNHCR reported that 
351 people crossed the Bulgarian border from Turkey, 
while 660 entered Greece via the land border at the 
Evros river. In May, Turkish Land Forces report that 
1,253 people were apprehended attempting to cross 
Turkey’s land border into Greece, 291 into Syria, 233 
into Bulgaria, and one into Iraq.

As of 25 May, the Bulgarian Ministry of Interior report-
ed that 366 people had been apprehended on entry 
near the Turkish border in 2017, marking an increase 
of 40 people from 28 April figures. The Ministry of 
Internal Affairs noted a ‘downturn’ in the number of 
irregular border crossings in May, in line with de-
creased arrivals compared to 2016 when 1,812 peo-
ple were apprehended on entry during the first five 
months of the year. The majority of apprehensions 
concern Afghanis, followed by Syrians and Iraqis. 

Refugees and Other Migrants in Turkey: The most 
recently available figures from Turkey’s Directorate 
General for Migration Management (DGMM) indicate 
that the country is hosting some 3.3 million ‘foreign 
nationals’ seeking international protection. As of 6 
June, this figure includes 3,028,226 Syrians granted 
temporary protection, an increase of 35,659 from 27 
April. According to UNHCR, roughly 135,000 Afghan 
‘persons of concern’ were present in Turkey at the 
end of May, an increase of around 3,000 from April 
figures.  There were also 134,000 Iraqis, 32,000 
Iranians, 4,000 Somalis, and 9,000 people of various 
‘other’ nationalities, figures that remain unchanged 
since April.

Vulnerability and Protection: No deaths were report-
ed on the Eastern Mediterranean route to Europe in 
May, compared to 24 deaths reported by IOM in April 

and 11 in March. The total number of deaths along this 
route in 2017 remains at 37.

IOM’s most recent flow monitoring survey looks 
at the experiences of human trafficking and other 
exploitative practices as reported by 2,560 respond-
ents (from 57 different countries or origin) along the 
Eastern Mediterranean route between February and 
May 2017. The surveys show that 9% of respondents 
experienced at least one form of exploitation (down 
from 10% in the April report) throughout their journey, 
with 79% of all incidents occurring in Turkey.

Reports indicate that as of mid-May the Greek gov-
ernment has been ‘pushing back’ Turks attempting 
to flee to Greece across the Evros river. UNHCR has 
expressed its concern at these reports, with a rep-
resentative stating that ‘such allegations of informal 
forced return have been recorded before’. The Stock-
holm Centre for Freedom reports that at least five 
cased of alleged refoulement have been reported. 

On May 14, clashes reportedly erupted between Turks 
and refugees and other migrants in Istanbul, resulting 
in the death of a local man. Following the violence, 
more than 300 people were detained and evacuated 
from the neighbourhood, with reports inconsistently 
indicating they were mainly Afghan and either Syrian 
or Pakistani. 

Internal Displacement: In late May, authorities report-
edly turned off the water and electricity supply to the 
neighbourhoods of Lala and Ali Pasha in the Sur dis-
trict of Diyarbakir city, in an attempt to force residents 
to leave their homes. Residents of the area claim that 
they cannot leave because they have no place to go 
and the compensation being provided to them is in-
adequate. Under a controversial urban transformation 
plan in mainly Kurdish south-eastern Turkey, residents 
have been forced to evacuate their homes to allow 
for the restoration of the historic area. 

Additionally, the most recent available figures in-
dicate that security operations have displaced be-
tween 355,000 and 500,000 people in Turkey’s 
predominantly Kurdish southeast since December 
2015. OHCHR has described a situation of ‘massive 
destruction and serious rights violations’ in the area 
since July 2015.      
 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/05/23/world/europe/smugglers-offer-luxury-passage-for-migrants-if-they-can-pay.html?_r=0
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/12/turkey-failed-coup-attempt-161217032345594.html
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/04/02/surge-in-turkish-diplomats-applying-for-asylum-in-germany/
http://harekact.bordermonitoring.eu/2017/04/02/surge-in-turkish-diplomats-applying-for-asylum-in-germany/
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/around-450-turkish-diplomats-military-officers-seek-asylum-in-germany-report.aspx?pageID=238&nID=112800&NewsCatID=510
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/turkey-greece-increasing--number-of-turks-leaving-country.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170524&bt_ee=4+1WCkpyqrdr3+nzlQ5K2qHf0FkuZmH4MbhxANzuLm9+/Yp9qkbXPCcDRqk8Oupd&bt_ts=1495644572283
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/6eb97178-2751-11e7-933a-61a442ce1c31
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57696
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/loophole-eu-turkey-deal-draws-migrants-river-crossing
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-compilation-available-data-and-information-may-2017
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-compilation-available-data-and-information-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/mixed-migration-flows-mediterranean-compilation-available-data-and-information-may-2017
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57696
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Sitrep_Turkey%20_May_2017_.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Monthly_Flows_Compilation_Report_No5_May_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unhcr-turkey-key-facts-and-figures-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unhcr-turkey-factsheet-may-2017
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/unhcr-turkey-factsheet-may-2017
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Analysis_Flow_Monitoring_and_Human_Trafficking_Surveys_in_the_Mediterranean_and_Beyond_14_June_2017.pdf
http://stockholmcf.org/greece-has-adopted-illegal-border-push-back-for-erdogan-critics/
http://www.hlhr.gr/en/coordinated-refoulements-turkey/
http://www.unhcr.gr/nea/artikel/e075a82d656e43bad0db25768aec44fb/unhcr-deeply-concerned-at-reports-of.html
http://stockholmcf.org/greece-has-adopted-illegal-border-push-back-for-erdogan-critics/
http://stockholmcf.org/greece-has-adopted-illegal-border-push-back-for-erdogan-critics/
http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-turkey-migrants-violence-20170520-story.html
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/over-300-afghans-and-syrians-evacuated-from-istanbul-neighborhood-after-killing-of-local.aspx?pageID=238&nID=113198&NewsCatID=341
http://www.latimes.com/world/la-fg-turkey-migrants-violence-20170520-story.html
http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/turkey/280520171?keyword=turkey
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/turkey-kurds-forced-out-from-ancient-city-sur.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170504&bt_ee=jck2JK60QAjcIe3rJKIyMtlqqZC0ysx7WQKjY1hnwizfXy9Yc6EmU+wTP6MJhpmM&bt_ts=1493916194388
http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2017/05/turkey-kurds-forced-out-from-ancient-city-sur.html?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=manual&utm_campaign=20170504&bt_ee=jck2JK60QAjcIe3rJKIyMtlqqZC0ysx7WQKjY1hnwizfXy9Yc6EmU+wTP6MJhpmM&bt_ts=1493916194388
http://www.middleeasteye.net/news/residents-forced-leave-historic-turkish-district-hit-violence-877029035
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/report-human-rights-situation-south-east-turkey-july-2015-december-2016
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/internal-displacement-update-issue-7-1-14-december-2016
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2016/12/06
http://reliefweb.int/report/turkey/report-human-rights-situation-south-east-turkey-july-2015-december-2016


M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T11

M A Y  2 0 1 7

M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T

From Bulgaria to Italy by Sea: Minutes from a 23 
May Regional Information Management Working 
Group meeting indicate that refugees and other 
migrants are beginning to use a new route to move 
from Bulgaria to Italy by sea, though no further detail 
was given.

Syrians Remain Stranded at Algeria-Morocco 
Border: Some 55 people have been stranded at the 
Algeria-Morocco border since 19 April, while human-
itarian access to the area remains limited. Morocco’s 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has accused Algeria of 
forcing Syrians to irregularly cross the border into 
Morocco between 17 and 19 April. Algeria has denied 
the accusations.

People Evacuated from Serbian Warehouses: Serbi-
an authorities have evicted more than 1,000 refugees 
and other migrants sheltering in squalid conditions 
in Belgrade. The makeshift warehouse shelters were 
then demolished amid claims that the structures were 
unsafe and posed health risks. Officials reported that 

refugees and other migrants had been moved to re-
ception centres, but media reports indicate that 400 
people went missing amid a chaotic evacuation. 

Fatalities on the Central Mediterranean Route: IOM 
reports that at least 610 people died on the Central 
Mediterranean route to Europe (primarily between 
Libya and Italy) in May, more than double the number 
reported on in April. Nearly 23,000 people arrived in 
Italy in May, compared to less than 13,000 arrivals in 
April. 

Afghan Refugees Deported from Iran: As of 21 May, 
nearly 130,000 ‘undocumented Afghan refugees’ 
have been deported by Iran so far in 2017. Afghan au-
thorities claim that 60 to 65% of those deported from 
Iran are forcibly returned, straining arrival services in 
the country amid large scale returns from Pakistan. 
Iran reportedly plans to send some 600,000 people 
back to Afghanistan in 2017.

See also MHub Monthly Trend Bulletins accessible 
here.

OTHER NEWS

NEW RESEARCH AND REPORTS
The Mixed Migration Platform has released two 
new briefing papers accessible here on our newly 
launched website. The first paper looks at environ-
mental migration and displacement from a Middle 
East perspective, while the second addresses the 
relationship between trafficking, exploitation, and 
smuggling in the context of mixed migration through 
the Middle East and Europe. 

In a report entitled ‘Lost in Translation: the Misin-
formed Journey of Migrants across Italy,’ Internews 
uses the results of a rapid needs assessment in Italy 
to examine the critical role that local media plays in 
irregular migration journeys, particularly in light of the 
unmet information needs of people on the move to 
and within Italy.

In a quarterly publication, Refugees Deeply focuses 
on Greece and the ‘difference between deterrence 
& integration’. The piece centres on the perpetual 
state of emergency that Greece is under, amid the 
competing government priorities of deterrence and 
integration, focusing primarily on education, health, 
and housing.

The Internal Displacement Monitoring Centre 
(IDMC) has launched its 2017 Global Report on Inter-
nal Displacement, looking at worldwide internal dis-
placement caused by violence, conflict, and disasters 
(executive summary available here). The report focus-
es on internal displacement in 2016, the connection 
between internal and cross-border displacement, and 
the challenges of data shortfalls.

Amid increasing discussions around the potential 
implementation of safe zones in Syria, News Deeply 
has published an article discussing the reasons why 
the UN is not creating these, and provided links to 
further readings and sources around the contentious 
topic.

A Human Rights Watch article addresses the plight 
of older refugees stranded in Greece due to ‘unnec-
essary delays and arbitrary barriers’ blocking their 
reunion with family in Europe. The article argues 
that family reunification processes typically focus on 
minors and their parents, leaving older refugees in 
limbo in Greece.

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57861
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/57861
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/05/05/algeria/morocco-syrians-stranded-border
https://www.ecre.org/syrians-at-the-algerian-moroccan-border-still-stranded/
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-morocco-algeria-idUSKBN17P06R
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/executive-summaries/2017/05/15
http://www.b92.net/eng/news/society.php?yyyy=2017&mm=05&dd=12&nav_id=101264
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/serbia-refugee-camp-insecticide-video-forceful-eviction-spray-a7732761.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/serbia-refugee-camp-insecticide-video-forceful-eviction-spray-a7732761.html
https://missingmigrants.iom.int/mediterranean
https://data2.unhcr.org/en/documents/details/58142
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2017/05/23/how-return-of-half-a-million-refugees-is-impacting-one-afghan-province?utm_campaign=51d483ac0c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_25&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-51d483ac0c-117437229
https://www.newsdeeply.com/refugees/articles/2017/05/23/how-return-of-half-a-million-refugees-is-impacting-one-afghan-province?utm_campaign=51d483ac0c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_25&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-51d483ac0c-117437229
https://www.voanews.com/a/iran-continues-deporting-undocumented-afghan-refugees/3864010.html?utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_campaign=51d483ac0c-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_25&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-51d483ac0c-117437229&mc_cid=51d483ac0c&mc_eid=17d656f5c9
http://www.mixedmigrationhub.org/monthly-trend-bulletins/
http://www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/
http://www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/MMP_Briefingpaper_Migration-displacement-environment.pdf
http://www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/MMP_Briefingpaper_Migration-displacement-environment.pdf
http://www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/MMP-Briefing-Paper_TraffickinginMixedMigrationFlows-2.pdf
https://internews.org/resource/lost-translation-misinformed-journey-migrants-across-italy
http://issues.newsdeeply.com/greece-between-deterrence-and-integration?utm_source=Refugees+Deeply&utm_campaign=2b5d511ac1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_11&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8b056c90e2-2b5d511ac1-117437229&mc_cid=2b5d511ac1&mc_eid=17d656f5c9
http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2017/pdfs/2017-GRID.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2017/pdfs/2017-GRID.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/global-report/grid2017/pdfs/2017-IDMC-mini-Global-Report.pdf
http://safezones.newsdeeply.com/?utm_source=News%20Deeply%20Updates&utm_campaign=705ea6495e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_05_24&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_53997aa7dc-705ea6495e-117526989&mc_cid=705ea6495e&mc_eid=17d656f5c9
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/05/23/eu-older-refugees-stranded-greece


M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T12

M A Y  2 0 1 7

M I X E D  M I G R A T I O N  M O N T H L Y  S U M M A R Y  |  M I D D L E  E A S T

The Mixed Migration Platform (MMP) is a joint-NGO initiative providing quality mixed migration-related information for policy, programming 
and advocacy work, as well as critical information for people on the move. The platform was established by seven partners - ACAPS, 
Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Ground Truth Solutions, Internews, INTERSOS, REACH & Translators Without Borders (TWB) - and acts as an 
information hub on mixed migration in the region. For more information visit: mixedmigrationplatform.org

‘A Child is a Child: Protecting children on the move 
from violence, abuse and exploitation’ is a new 
UNICEF report detailing the lack of safe and legal 
migration pathways for children and the role that this 
plays in the proliferation of human smuggling and the 
related risks that children must face.

A May policy brief, from the Migration Policy Insti-
tute (MPI), addresses the gaps in broadband access 
for refugees and other migrants around the globe, in 
relation to the increasingly recognised role of com-
munications technology in connectivity and protection 
solutions for refugees. The brief proposes the crea-
tion of a ‘global broadband plan for refugees’.

An additional report published by MPI in May looks at 
the evolution of refugee resettlement initiatives and 
policy to identify ‘questions and trade-offs’ confronted 
by policymakers in implementing new programmes. 
The report offers recommendations to improve the 
evidence base and fill gaps in data collection and 
analysis.

UNHCR has released a new report based on re-
search aimed at better understanding communica-
tion, decision making, and information needs among 
Arabic speaking and Afghan refugees and other 

migrants via their social media discourses. UNHCR 
has engaged in social media monitoring, culminating 
in weekly summary reports, since March 2016. 

In the June 2017 analysis of flow monitoring surveys 
from IOM’s Displacement Tracking Matrix, interviews 
with more than 5,000 refugees and other migrants 
along the Central and Eastern Mediterranean routes 
to Europe are used to better understand the demo-
graphics, intentions, and costs incurred by people 
on the move to Europe between February and June 
2017. 

A new report from Minority Rights Group uses 
extensive fieldwork to comment on the future of Iraqi 
minorities after the so-called Islamic State.  The third 
report in a series, the piece makes specific recom-
mendations to a variety of actors aimed to prevent a 
legacy of inter-communal animosity and the potential 
departure of ethnic and religious minorities from Iraq.

RMMS monthly summaries of mixed migration issues 
and news in the Horn of Africa and Yemen region are 
accessible here. Summaries from West Africa are 
available here, and 4mi (Mixed Migration Monitoring 
Mechanism Initiative) reports from the Central Asia 
and Southwest Asia region are available here.  

http://mixedmigrationplatform.org
https://www.unicef.org/publications/index_95956.html
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/global-broadband-plan-refugees
http://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/taking-stock-refugee-resettlement-policy-objectives-practical-tradeoffs-and-evidence-base
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/refugee-perspective-discourse-arabic-speaking-and-afghan-refugees-and-migrants-social
http://migration.iom.int/docs/Analysis_Flow_Monitoring_Surveys_in_the_Mediterranean_and_Beyond_14_June_2017.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/crossroads-future-iraq-s-minorities-after-isis
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php/data-trends/monthly-summaries
http://westafrica.regionalmms.org/
http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php/other-regions/central-south-west-asia


To be added to MMP’s monthly migration summary mailing list, please contact admin@mixedmigrationplatform.org

Visit our website and access past reports at: www.mixedmigrationplatform.org/
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