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MMC’s work in 2022 was made possible through the 
generous support and close cooperation with various 
partners, including:
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ECHO, Ford Foundation, Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung,   
Heinrich Böll-Stiftung, ICMPD, IOM, Mayors Migration 
Council, META, the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, OHCHR, Open Society Foundation, Porticus 
Foundation, Robert Bosch Stiftung, the Swiss Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs, Save the Children, the 
Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation, the United 
Kingdom Foreign Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO), UNFPA, UNHCR, UNODC, University 
of Edinburgh, US Bureau of Population, Refugees and 
Migration (PRM), and the World Bank.

Dakar

Bogota

Brussels

Tunis

Nairobi

Dhaka

Geneva

Funded by
European Union

Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid



This annual catalogue offers a compilation of 
publications and contributions to media articles by 
the Mixed Migration Centre in 2022. 

MMC is a global network engaged in data collection, 
research, analysis, and policy and programmatic 
development on mixed migration, with regional hubs 
hosted in Danish Refugee Council regional offices in 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and Latin America, 
and a global team based across Geneva and Brussels.
MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise. MMC aims to 
increase understanding of mixed migration, to positively 
impact global and regional migration policies, to inform 
evidence-based protection responses for people on the 
move and to stimulate forward thinking in public and 

policy debates on mixed migration. MMC’s overarching 
focus is on human rights and protection for all people on 
the move.

MMC is part of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC). 
While its institutional link to DRC ensures MMC’s work is 
grounded in operational reality, it acts as an independent 
source of data, research, analysis and policy development 
on mixed migration for policy makers, practitioners, 
journalists, and the broader humanitarian sector. 

For more information visit: www.mixedmigration.org  
and follow us at @Mixed_Migration

For a detailed introduction to the work of MMC, including our mission, vision, objectives, 
key achievements, partner testimonials and much more, refer to our brochure ‘Evidence 
and Insights on Mixed Migration’. For a detailed introduction to our 4Mi data collection 
programme, click here.
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Foreword
The foreword of our 2021 annual catalogue ended 
saying “Undoubtedly, 2022 will again present many 
new, and unexpected developments, affecting the lives 
of refugees and migrants around the world.” Even so, 
little did we know. Not many had predicted Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine on the 24th of February, causing the 
displacement of millions within Ukraine and the arrival of 
millions of Ukrainian refugees across Europe. The impact 
of the war extends far beyond Europe, contributing to 
food shortages and rising food and energy prices, as well 
as a shift in focus and funding away from the many other 
crises around the world, affecting the lives of refugees 
and migrants elsewhere and migration and displacement 
dynamics in general. 

One key example is the most severe drought in recent 
history in the Horn of Africa, with millions at risk of 
starvation in Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, and the 
response critically underfunded. While in terms of 
mobility, the drought primarily leads to short-distance 
‘survival-migration’, it does have an impact on 
cross-border migration decision-making too, a topic 
MMC Eastern and Southern Africa has been collecting 
data on, in partnership with IOM, to inform humanitarian 
and development programming in the region.  

Climate change and environmental stressors have 
remained a core focus of MMC. Throughout 2022, 
primarily as part of our partnership under the Africa 
Climate Mobility Initiative (ACMI), MMC presented the 
findings from field research in Angola, Egypt, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Nigeria, Senegal and Uganda on individual 
and household aspirations and decision-making around 
mobility in areas impacted by climate-related events 
during a range of consultations, as well as during an 
event MMC organised at COP-27 in Egypt. The results 
feature in the ACMI ‘Africa Shifts’ report, alongside a 
modelling exercise conducted by Columbia University, 
and will be published in 7 separate case study reports 
in early 2023. Based on years of data collection and 
research on the topic, in late 2022 we brought together 
our accumulated knowledge in a short paper with 7 key 
messages on climate change, environmental stressors 
and migration, the third in our series of state-of-play 
knowledge papers. 

Going back to Europe and Ukraine, we have witnessed a 
remarkable difference in the response to refugees from 
Ukraine, compared to the reception of and response to 
refugees and migrants from further away. The support 
to Ukrainian refugees is admirable, and has taught 
us important lessons in the search for solutions to the 
challenges of mixed migration and displacement. It has 
shown us what is possible, if there is political will. Where 

there is political will, solutions to funding, hosting, and 
integrating refugees are all found. 

We dedicated the 2022 anniversary edition of the Mixed 
Migration Review (MMR) – the fifth in our series of annual 
flagship reports – to this topic of solutions and alternative 
ideas, as we feel a strong sense of responsibility to go 
beyond research and analysis, and increasingly come 
up with concrete ideas for better and different migration 
policies. On the occasion of the launch of the MMR on 
6th December – attended by 200 people from around 
the world – we published an Op-Ed with 5 ‘solutions’ for 
better European migration policies, offering additional 
concrete ideas to break the policy impasse. The ideas 
are there, but as mentioned above, convincing political 
leaders and ensuring that they are truly willing to come 
up with more comprehensive, rational and, crucially, 
more humane approaches to mixed migration is a crucial 
part of the solution. It is possible, as we have witnessed 
in the response to Ukraine. 

Another anniversary is coming up in February 2023, 
when MMC marks 5 years since it was founded in 2018. 
Adding to an ever-growing portfolio since then, 2022 has 
been another productive year: we published 18 research 
reports and papers covering a wide variety of topics 
and regions, 28 4Mi data snapshots and infographics, 
15 Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates and 19 website 
articles. Links to all publications and short abstracts are 
included in this annual catalogue. We also presented 
our analysis at dozens of external events, including a 
presentation on transit migration at the OECD Policy 
Dialogue on Migration and Development in Paris, a 
presentation at Roundtable 4 at the International 
Migration Review Forum (IMRF) in New York, taking stock 
of the implementation of the Global Compact for Migration 
(GCM) and a presentation of our work on migration and 
cities at the 9th Africities Summit in Kisumu. The number 
of website visitors reached nearly 58,000, the number of 
page views reached 168,000, and we gained thousands 
of new followers on our Linkedin account (78% increase), 
and on Twitter (15% increase).

Key developments within the organisation in 2022 include 
MMC’s new 2025 Strategy, the launch of a revamped 
MMC website and, most notably, a merger of MMC 
West and North Africa (though with staff remaining in 
both regions), leading to two big regional hubs in Africa, 
focusing on Eastern and Southern Africa (including Egypt 
and Sudan, as well as Yemen) and West and North Africa, 
to ensure a stronger route-based perspective. 

Throughout the year, 4Mi, MMC’s flagship data collection 
programme, continued to expand and adapt, with new 
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4Mi operations in Senegal, Morocco, Guinea, South 
Africa and Costa Rica, and expansion of data collection 
in Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan and Ethiopia, covering 
multiple key migration routes within and out of East 
Africa. Key examples of 4Mi’s adaptability in 2022, 
were the rapid addition of a module to the 4Mi survey in 
Sudan and Somalia to assess the impact of the Tigray 
conflict on migration drivers and aspiration of Ethiopians, 
the development of a new globally comparable returns 
survey, to be piloted in 2023 in Senegal and Ethiopia, new 
modules on the drought in East Africa and on trafficking, 
and a new survey (to be implemented from early 2023) for 
people who have fled war in Ukraine, to be conducted in 
three European cities, to better understand vulnerability 
to trafficking and exploitation, as well return and onward 
movement intentions.

While keeping a strong focus on data collection 
and analysis we also continued documenting and 
disseminating the individual stories of refugees and 
migrants and their families. In December we published 
the third and last episode of the stories of five Afghans 
asylum seekers we have been following in Italy and 
Germany since August 2021, when they were evacuated 
from Kabul following the Taliban take-over. Also, to offer a 
different, often neglected but very important perspective 
on migration, this year we included in the MMR a series 
of in-depth interviews with refugee and migrants’ family 
members who stayed behind, describing their stories 
of success and failure, their concerns, the dangers of 
migration and the mixed emotions that accompany the 
departure of their loved ones.

In 2022, we prepared the ground for a full comeback of 
MMC Europe in 2023, with several new data collection 
and research projects starting. In addition to the project 
on people who left Ukraine, this includes a new project 
on impact of irregularity on migrants across Europe and 
one on migrant decision making, as part of two new 
EU Horizon funded programmes; a study on access to 
housing for people with a migratory background in Italy, 
Malta and Greece and studies on migration in the Western 
Balkans as well as Northern France and Belgium. 

MMC in Latin America in 2022 focused on mixed 
migration through Central America more than in previous 
years, with a particular focus on the Darien Gap based 
on interviews in Costa Rica, as well as on the new 
phenomenon of returning Venezuelans. 

Our team in Asia continued to publish many timely articles 
on emerging migration dynamics, such as the relocation 
of refugees in Bangladesh to Basan Char, the resuming 
Andaman Sea movements and involuntary immobility in 
Afghanistan after the 2021 Taliban take-over. This remains 
a key aspect of MMC’s ambition to offer timely commentary 
and expert analysis on migration developments around 
the world, through short articles, which in addition to the 

above in 2022 also included articles on shifting trends in 
the Central Mediterranean, the broader consequences 
of the war in Ukraine, how Europe should respond to 
Russian refugees fleeing the mobilisation, the Dutch 
asylum reception crisis, the Los Angeles Declaration, the 
worsening Sahel crisis, the France-Italy migration dispute 
and the World Cup in Qatar. 

As in previous years, partnerships also remain key to 
MMC’s strategy. In 2022, we started a partnership with 
the OECD, UNDP and the World Bank under the umbrella 
of KNOMAD, conducting a 10-month long research 
project on the development and social impact of transit 
migration, with fieldwork in four locations across three 
continents, to be published early 2023. On the same topic 
of transit migration, MMC in East Africa partnered with 
IOM to collect data on interactions between migrants 
and host communities in the Somaliland region and 
Djibouti. Our ongoing partnership with UNODC, as 
part of which MMC collects data on human smuggling 
expanded from West and North Africa to Asia, where our 
MMC Asia team now collects data in Thailand, Indonesia 
and Malaysia for UNODC’s Observatory on Migrant 
Smuggling. Throughout 2022, MMC continued to work 
closely with UNHCR in Africa, a partnership that is set to 
continue in 2023, and we published 6 city reports based 
on our partnership with the Mayors Migration Council, a 
project in which we worked together with city authorities 
in Arua, Kampala, Nairobi, Barranquilla, Medellin and 
Mexico City and where have seen a strong uptake of our 
findings in the development of urban migration policies. 

Yet, while we in MMC are proud of these achievements 
and our upcoming 5-year anniversary in February 2023, 
and while we are confident that through our research 
and analysis we can continue to make a modest 
contribution to better migration policies and responses 
for all refugees and migrants, there is no reason, let 
alone time, for celebration. 

Refugees and migrants continue to face extreme 
violence along mixed migration routes all over the 
world. People are continuing to drown at sea and 
to face terrible dangers on land routes through the 
Sahara, through Yemen or through the Darien gap in 
Central America. We see disputes between countries 
over the disembarkation of people rescued at sea, and 
we see cynical forms of migration diplomacy between 
countries, using refugees and migrants in diplomatic 
disputes, as happened between Belarus and the EU, and 
Spain and Morocco. Refugees and migrants from Syria, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Iraq and other countries, continue 
to be pushed back along the borders of the EU. These 
examples, and sadly many more, feature in the MMR in 
our now annual list ‘Normalising the Extreme’, an annual 
compilation of harsh policies and actions towards 
refugees and migrants, unimaginable some years ago, 
but increasingly being normalised. 
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No time for celebration. But time for action, and time for 
solutions. 

To close, what is on the horizon for 2023? Several studies 
and reports are already in the making. This includes an 
in-depth study on the unacceptable abuse, exploitation 
and commodification that is taking place at every step 
of the way on the route between Ethiopia and Saudi 
Arabia; a study on the Southern Route from East Africa; 
several publications on children and youth on the move, 
as part of MMC’s work in large-scale consortia in both 
East, West and North Africa; and studies in Europe on 
the Western Balkans and on the France-UK migration 
dynamics. In 2023 we also expect to continue our work 
on climate change and migration, to present results from 
our new 4Mi data collection on returns in Senegal and 
Ethiopia and on Ukrainians in Europe, and to further 
expand our work on access to information and use and 
impact of social media on refugees and migrants.  

In short, we expect 2023 to become another busy year 
for MMC, in which we aim to continue and, in fact, 
strengthen the impact of our work on migration policy 
and programming, nationally, regionally and globally, to 
ultimately contribute to a better environment for refugees 
and migrants around the world. 

On behalf of the entire MMC team, 

Bram Frouws

Director of the Mixed Migration 
Centre
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MMC Strategy 2025 at a glance
During 2022, MMC developed its new strategy for the period up to 2025. The full strategy is available here. The 
following pages present the MMC 2025 strategy at a glance

Objectives 
• To contribute to a better, 

more nuanced and balanced 
understanding of mixed 
migration (knowledge)

• To contribute to evidence-
based and better-informed 
migration policies and 
debates (policy)

• To contribute to effective 
evidence-based protection 
responses for people on the 
move (programming)

Core activities
MMC focuses on the full cycle of research as well as evidence 
uptake, including:
• Methodological development 

and innovation 
• Quantitative and qualitative 

data collection

• Analysis and public 
dissemination 

• Policy engagement
• Programmatic engagement 

MMC Identity
The identity of MMC is defined by the following core 
characteristics:
• A research centre, grounded 

in the operational reality of 
the Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC) 

• An honest broker
• An innovative, forward-

thinking network
• A provider of unique primary 

data based on interviews 
with people on the move

• A field-based network of 
enumerators

• An independent actor and 
convener 

• A collaborator, working in 
partnerships

• An agile and adaptive actor
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Core principles
• Focus on mixed migration
• High quality data and 

research

• Independent thinking and 
intellectual freedom

• Partnership and convening 
power 

Key Priorities 
• Continue to consolidate 

and build an agile and 
professional global MMC, 
well-positioned to efficiently 
deliver high-quality and 
impactful research in a 
timely manner 

• Invest in establishing MMC’s 
impact on policies and 
programmes

• Continue to attract 
longer-term and core 
funding at all levels 

• Continue to build the 
reputation of MMC as a 
centre of excellence and 
a go-to resource for data, 
analysis and research on 
mixed migration

• Maintain and improve the 
highest quality standard 
of all MMC knowledge 
products 

• Further develop MMC’s 
mixed-methods approach 
and continue to invest in 
methodological innovation 

• Continue to expand and 
improve 4Mi Interactive, 
ensuring free and easy 
access to high-quality 
disaggregated data on 
mixed migration 

• Strengthen the convening 
power of MMC as a 
platform to bring together 
organisations and 
stakeholders working on 
mixed migration at all levels 

• Establish stronger and 
new partnerships with 
International Organisations, 
NGOs and Civil Society 
Organisations, academia 
private sector and 
philanthropy. Invest in  
local partnerships

• Strengthen MMC’s (bilateral) 
engagement with relevant 
governments and agencies 
and with local (city) 
governments, to strengthen 
the policy impact and  
uptake of MMC research  
and analysis.

MMC Strategy 2025 at a glance
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MMC focus and themes 
MMC is uniquely positioned to focus on the full cycle of migratory 
journeys, from origin to potential return. Key topics include:

Before migration:
• The profiles of people engaging in mixed 

migration. 
• Why people migrate
• Why people don’t migrate
• The links between climate change and 

environmental factors and different mobility 
outcomes.

During migration and in transit  
• The means and conditions of movement, the 

risks and vulnerability of people on the move
• Migrant smuggling
• Migrants and refugees stranded
• Conditions of stay in transit countries and 

determinants of onward movement. 

In (temporary) destination:
• Migrants and refugees in cities and urban 

migration policies 
• Conditions of stay in destination countries 

and access to services

Return and reintegration 
• The risks and vulnerability faced by 

migrants and refugees voluntarily or forcibly 
returning 

Crossing cutting themes and 
approaches  
• The impact of migration governance 

policies on the situation of refugees and 
migrants

• The role of cities 
• The role and perceptions of local/host 

communities
• The two-way relation between migration 

and development 
• Intraregional and south-south migration
• Inclusion of the voices of refugees and 

migrants
• The link between internal mobility and 

cross-border movements 
• Migration futures

MMC Strategy 2025 at a glance
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Mixed Migration Review 2022
Mixed Migration Review 2022

The Mixed Migration Review 2022,  the Mixed Migration Centre’s flagship 
annual report, reflects on recent events and emerging trends affecting 
refugees and migrants globally, attempting to document, analyse, and 
suggest solutions for alternative approaches to current migration policies. The 
report includes a global overview of mixed migration in 5 regions, interviews 
with experts, short essays on alternative perspectives by young regional 
researchers and writers, “Normalising the Extreme” and “Resisting the 
Extreme” features highlighting restrictive acts and policies related to mixed 
migration  as well as positive developments on mixed migration, in-depth 
interviews with family members of those who have migrated, unique 
findings from 4Mi data,  thematic snapshots, photographs, graphics, maps, 
illustrations and infographics.
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Research reports and papers
Relationships in Transit: Local communities’ interactions 
with transiting migrants along the Eastern Route in 
Djibouti and the Somaliland region

This study focuses on the dynamics between local communities and migrants in key 
transit locations along the Eastern Route in Djibouti and the Somaliland region, from 
the Horn of Africa to the Arabian Peninsula. The objective is to inform programming 
and policy which is community and area-based, inclusive, and sustainable. The 
findings are based on primary quantitative and qualitative data collected in Obock, 
Tadjourah, and Hargeisa, in July and early August 2022. Through an in-depth 
examination of community dynamics, the study presents multiple perspectives on 
relations between local communities and migrants.

Returning to Venezuela: Drivers, expectations, and 
intentions

There are reports from the borders between several Latin American states of the 
movement of Venezuelans returning to Venezuela. However, there is almost no 
information on the motivations and future migration intentions of the population 
willing to return to Venezuela. This briefing paper uses new 4Mi data to explore 
the profiles of Venezuelans heading back, the factors driving them to leave their 
host countries, and their motivations for returning. It also provides an analysis of 
the expectations of refugees and migrants about their return to Venezuela and their 
future migration intentions. 
 
Available in Spanish here. 

Climate change, environmental stressors, and mixed 
migration: Insights and key messages drawn from a 
decade of MMC research and 4Mi data collection

Although most people who migrate do so for a complex combination of reasons, 
narratives on the links between climate change and migration have too often been 
overly simplistic and reductive, resulting in unreliable estimates of the numbers of 
people fleeing climate change.

The Mixed Migration Centre, with its particular expertise and approach and its 
specialisation on the drivers of migration, has developed a considerable body of 
knowledge on climate mobility. This paper presents seven key messages on climate 
change, environmental stressors, and mixed migration, drawn from years of MMC 
research and 4Mi data collection, in an effort to bridge the conversations taking 
place in different sectors.

This is the third in a series of state-of-play knowledge papers that address topical mixed migration issues and 
present key messages drawn from MMC’s research, expert analysis, and 4Mi data. Previous key messages papers are 
available on human smuggling and drivers and decision-making.

Relationships in Transit:  
Local communities’ interactions with transiting 
migrants along the Eastern Route in Djibouti and the 
Somaliland region 

MMC Research Report, December 2022

Returning to 
 Venezuela: drivers, 
expectations, and 
intentions
Analysis of 4Mi data
• 80% of refugees and migrants surveyed on their way back to 

Venezuela had tried settling in one host country.
• 61% of respondents had been in the last host country for between 

six months to two years, which could show long-term difficulties 
in settling.

• 66% of all respondents had irregular migratory status in their last 
host country, and less than 6% were officially temporary residents. 

• 71% of respondents lifted their host country due to at least one 
or more of those factors: insufficient access to services (27%), 
and/or difficulties making a living (26%) integrating (23%), or 
regularizing their migratory status (22%). At the same time, 81% 
of respondents were heading to Venezuela to reunite with family 
or friends and 63% were going because they were homesick.

• 45% of respondents were also motivated by the improved 
economic opportunities in the country, starting a new business 
or investing (19%), or job opportunities (11%). 

• Even before reaching Venezuela, 27% of respondents said 
they intend to migrate again, either to their last host country or 
another country.

BRIEFING PAPER
  
DECEMBER 2022

WRITTEN BY:
Daniely Vicari, Simon Tomasi

REVIEWED BY:
Jane Linekar, Bram Frouws
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Mixed Migration Centre (2022) Returning 
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Climate change, 
environmental 
stressors, and 
mixed migration
Insights and key 
messages drawn from a 
decade of MMC research 
and 4Mi data collection
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Climate mobility in Khartoum Process countries an 
exploration of interventions

MMC undertook research on climate and mobility within the EU-Horn of Africa 
Migration Route Initiative (Khartoum Process) region with the aim to better 
understand not only the links between climate change and mobility in Khartoum 
Process countries, but also to gain an understanding of current activities relating 
to climate mobility. Through a literature review, this briefing paper aims to provide 
a clear state of play on climate mobility in Khartoum Process countries, in terms of 
knowledge, understanding, and future projections. It also records the results of 25 
expert interviews, offering an exploratory mapping of activities to respond to climate 
mobility in Khartoum Process countries, in terms of both policy and programming. 
Finally, it considers gaps and challenges to interventions on climate mobility.

Available in French here. 

Destination North Africa Syrians' displacement 
trajectories to Tunisia

This briefing paper provides an overview of Syrian refugees’ diverse displacement 
trajectories to Tunisia after 2011, revealing differences between Syrian arrivals in 
terms of the timing of their travel, socioeconomic profiles, journeys, and settlement 
patterns in Tunisia, which in turn impact integration outcomes.   

Climate mobility in 
Khartoum Process 
countries: an exploration 
of interventions

MMC Briefing Paper, October 2022

Project funded by the European Union Project implemented by ICMPD

In the framework of the 
Support Programme to the 
Africa-EU Migration and 
Mobility Dialogue (MMD)

Destination North 
Africa – Syrians’ 
displacement 
trajectories to Tunisia 

Executive summary
This briefing paper provides an overview of Syrian refugees’ diverse 
displacement trajectories to Tunisia after 2011, revealing differences 
between Syrian arrivals in terms of the timing of their travel, 
socioeconomic profiles, journeys, and settlement patterns in Tunisia, 
which in turn impact integration outcomes.

Syrian forced migration to Tunisia unfolds in the context of longstanding 
migration and trade connections between Syria and Tunisia and in 
the wider Mediterranean, as well as changing border regimes in Arab 
countries. Therefore, although European border policies have become 
increasingly restrictive, limiting refugees’ access to Europe, this alone 
does not account for Syrian forced migration to Tunisia.
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4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration –  
Arua City Report

4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration – 
Nairobi City Report

4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration – 
Kampala City Report

These city reports present the work carried out by the Mixed Migration Centre and the Mayors Migration Council (the 
MMC² partnership) in Arua, Nairobi and Kampala, as part of the 4Mi Cities project. 

In close partnership with city governments at the frontline of refugee and migrant reception and inclusion, 4Mi Cities 
collected data on the needs, assets, and aspirations of urban refugees and migrants as they interact with local policies 
and services in three East African cities (Arua, Kampala and Nairobi). Data collected will be used by city governments 
involved in the project, as well as humanitarian and development actors, to improve their current migration policies 
and responses at city level.

Longitudinal research with people on the move 
Methodological report on piloting repeated interviews 
with refugees and migrants

This report presents the methodological innovations of a new longitudinal extension 
to the core 4Mi survey. The method was devised to understand how migration drivers, 
experiences, decisions and aspirations of refugees and migrants develop over time, 
by interviewing (remotely) the same respondents multiple times over the course of 
their migration journeys. This longitudinal research was piloted with refugees and 
migrants first interviewed in North and East Africa by the Mixed Migration Centre in 
2021, in collaboration with researchers from the University of Edinburgh.

The accompanying 4Mi Snapshot What changes over the course of the migration 
journey? Results from piloting longitudinal 4Mi, explores the findings of the 
longitudinal pilot, covering what had happened and how perceptions had changed 
among 75 4Mi respondents first interviewed in Libya, Somalia, and Tunisia.

4Mi Cities:  
Data Collection on Urban Mixed Migration 

Arua City Report

July 2022

Longitudinal 
research with 
people on the move
Methodological report on 
piloting repeated interviews 
with refugees and migrants 
in East and North Africa
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Security costs How the EU's exclusionary migration 
policies place people on the move toward Italy and Greece 
at greater risk - a quantitative analysis

This report focuses on the protection challenges for people on the move along 
three migration routes toward Europe: the Central Mediterranean Route (CMR), 
the Eastern Mediterranean Route (EMR) and the Western Balkans Route (WBR). 
After an initial review of the literature on migration, European Union (EU) policy, and 
protection risks on these routes, the study provides an analysis of 4Mi data collected 
in Italy and Greece between 2019 and 2022. This report, and the 4Mi surveys used 
for the analysis, were conducted as part of the EU Horizon 2020-funded project 
“Advancing Alternative Migration Governance” (ADMIGOV). A video on the main 
findings of the report can be viewed here.

Going to town: A mapping of city-to-city and urban 
initiatives focusing on the protection of people on the 
move along the Central and Western Mediterranean 
Routes

MMC and UNHCR’s 2021 Roadmap for Advocacy, Policy Development and 
Programming highlights the importance of linking cities across regions of origin, 
transit, and destination as a key approach toward strengthening protection for 
people on the move and for more effective asylum and migration governance along 
the Central and Western Mediterranean Routes (CMR and WMR).

In order to develop a better understanding of city-to-city and urban protection 
initiatives, this study provides a broad mapping and examination of city-level and 
urban initiatives that are aimed at making local authorities better capacitated and 
resourced to improve the protection of people on the move present in their territories, 

along the CMR and WMR. The report identifies different types of activities implemented by initiatives, aimed at better 
understanding what drives these initiatives and what determines their success.

Why people migrate: Insights and key messages drawn 
from a decade of MMC research and 4Mi data collection

Refugees and migrants embark on journeys along mixed migration routes for 
a myriad of reasons. Understanding why people leave their home countries or 
move onward, and what influences their decision-making, is essential to better 
understand mixed migration and inform evidence-based migration policies and 
protection responses.

The question of why people migrate — the drivers and decision-making processes 
their journeys entail — has therefore been a primary focus of MMC. This paper, 
based on a decade of extensive research and expert analysis, including more than 
100,000 4Mi surveys of refugees and migrants, synthesizes our key insights and 
sets out five key messages.

Security costs:  
How the EU’s exclusionary migration policies 
place people on the move toward Italy and 
Greece at greater risk – a quantitative analysis

MMC Research Report, June 2022

Going to town:
A mapping of city-to-city and urban initiatives focusing on 
the protection of people on the move along the Central and 
Western Mediterranean Routes

MMC Research Report, April 2022
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4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration – 
Barranquilla City Report

Available in Spanish here.

4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration –  
Mexico City report

Available in Spanish here.

4Mi Cities: Data 
Collection on Urban 
Mixed Migration – 
Medellín City report

Available in Spanish here.

These city reports presents the work carried out by the Mixed Migration Centre and the Mayors Migration Council (a 
partnership shortened to MMC²) in Barranquilla, Mexico City and Medellín as part of a pilot of the 4Mi Cities project.

In close partnership with city governments at the frontline of migrant reception and inclusion, 4Mi Cities collected data 
on the needs, assets, and aspirations of urban migrants and refugees as they interact with local policies and services 
in three Latin American cities (Barranquilla, Medellín, and Mexico City). Data collected will be used by city governments 
involved in the project, as well as humanitarian and development actors, to improve their current migration policies 
and responses at city level.

Climate-related events and environmental stressors’ roles 
in driving migration in West and North Africa

This paper starts with a brief literature review of the state-of-the-art on environmental 
change and migration outcomes. Secondary source analysis suggests that internal 
displacement and involuntary immobility, rather than cross-border movements, are 
the most likely migration outcomes resulting from the impact of climate change and 
environmental drivers. This paper uses data from MMC’s flagship data collection 
project, 4Mi, to gain insight into how some people who cross international borders – 
those forcibly displaced and those undertaking more ‘voluntary’ forms of movement 
– perceive environmental factors as direct or indirect factors within their movement 
decision-making. 

Available in French here.

4Mi Cities:  
Data Collection on Urban Mixed Migration 

Barranquilla City Report

January 2022

Climate-related events 
and environmental 
stressors’ roles in 
driving migration in 
West and North Africa

MMC Briefing Paper, January 2022
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4Mi Cities:  
Data Collection on Urban Mixed Migration 

Mexico City Report

January 2022

4Mi Cities:  
Data Collection on Urban Mixed Migration 

Medellín City Report

January 2022

The Mixed Migration Centre in 2022: Annual catalogue of research & publications

15

https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-barranquilla-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-barranquilla-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-barranquilla-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-barranquilla-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/222_4mi_cities_recoleccion_de_datos_sobre_migracion_mixta_urbana_informe_de_la_ciudad_de_barranquilla.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-mexico-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-mexico-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-mexico-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-mexico-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/224_4mi_cities_recoleccion_de_datos_sobre_migracion_mixta_urbana_informe_de_ciudad_de_mexico_ES.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-medellin-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-medellin-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-medellin-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-medellin-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/223_4mi_cities_recoleccion_de_datos_sobre_migracion_mixta_urbana_informe_de_la_ciudad_de_medellin.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/climate-related-events-and-environmental-stressors-roles-in-driving-migration-in-west-and-north-africa/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/climate-related-events-and-environmental-stressors-roles-in-driving-migration-in-west-and-north-africa/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Evenements_lies_au_climat_et_facteurs_de_pression_sur-lenvironnement_impact_sur_la_migration_en_Afrique_de_lOuest_et_du_Nord.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-barranquilla-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/climate-related-events-and-environmental-stressors-roles-in-driving-migration-in-west-and-north-africa/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-mexico-city-report/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-cities-data-collection-on-urban-mixed-migration-medellin-city-report/


COVID-19 and social and economic rights of migrants in 
Mali: Analysis of 4Mi data collected in Mali between July 
2020 and January 2021

Produced with the support of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights (OHCHR), this analysis specifically sets out the challenges faced by 
migrants with regard to economic and social rights in the COVID-19 context. This 
analysis will inform OHCHR’s actions, and also serve as a basis for future activities 
of the PROMIS project, a UNODC-OHCHR joint initiative aimed at promoting a 
human rights-based response to smuggling of migrants and to effectively respond 
to human rights violations related to irregular migration in West Africa. It also 
aims to inform upcoming reviews of Mali within the UN system. The analysis is 
based on primary data collected in Mali through 4Mi, MMC’s flagship primary data 
collection system.

Understanding the mixed migration landscape in Morocco

This paper provides an overview of the mixed migration context for people on the 
move in Morocco, with a focus on Morocco as a country of destination and transit for 
refugees and migrants travelling along the Western Mediterranean Route and the 
Atlantic Route. In so doing, it aims to help fill a gap in migration research, as data 
and research on issues of mixed migration in Morocco are still limited.

This paper first provides a general overview of the legal framework around 
migration in Morocco to set out the context shaping mixed migration dynamics. 
The main findings of the research focus on the profiles of refugees and migrants 
in Morocco, the drivers of their movement, protection issues, journey conditions, 
livelihoods, and obstacles to accessing basic services in Morocco. The impact of 
COVID-19 on Morocco’s migration trends, refugee and migrant livelihoods, access 
to basic services and migration intentions is also explored.

COVID-19 and social 
and economic rights of 
migrants in Mali:
Analysis of 4Mi data collected 
in Mali between July 2020 and 
January 2021 

January 2022

Understanding the 
mixed migration 
landscape in 
Morocco 

Key findings
• While Morocco has largely been viewed as a country of departure 

for both Moroccans and transiting refugees and migrants, 
movements to Morocco as a country of destination as well as 
within Morocco in terms of seasonal migration, increasingly 
characterize its mixed migration landscape.

•	 In	2014,	Morocco	adopted	its	first	National	Strategy	for	Immigration	
and	 Asylum	 (SNIA),	 which	 included	 important	 domestic	 legal	
reforms around asylum and migration and facilitated the 
recognition of the rights of people on the move. However, several 
critical	 legal	 reforms	which	were	proposed	 in	the	SNIA	have	not	
yet been approved, and there is asymmetric implementation 
across the country.

• Data on migration, particularly irregular migration, are scarce in 
Morocco. In 2014, a census estimated there were 84,000 foreign 
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4Mi snapshots 

Asia and the Pacific 

Rohingya refugees in Indonesia:  
a focus on smuggling, information,  
and financing

This snapshot explores the experience of smuggling 
among Rohingya refugees en route to Indonesia, with the 
key objective of contributing to evidence-based advocacy 
efforts and protection responses for Rohingya refugees.

The role of smugglers in Afghans’ 
irregular journeys to Türkiye

Despite the prevalence of smuggling networks, gaps 
remain in understanding how they operate, largely due 
to their illicit nature. This snapshot focuses on the use of 
smugglers among Afghans en route to Türkiye. 

Protection risks of Rohingya refugees 
in Malaysia

This snapshot documents the experience of Rohingya 
refugees in Malaysia, shedding light on protection risks 
that negatively impact their safety and well-being. This 
snapshot is one of a series that focuses on Rohingya 
journeys and experiences in Southeast Asia.
 

Journeys to Indonesia for Rohingya 
refugees Routes, risks, assistance 
and needs

This snapshot traces the journeys of Rohingya refugees 
traveling to Indonesia. It also presents the needs and 
risks reported by Rohingya while in Indonesia, as well as 
their intentions for onward movements. 

1

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data collected between December 2021 and May 2022 from 132 
Rohingya refugees in Indonesia. Respondents were surveyed in cities across Sumatra 
and Sulawesi islands, including Medan (76%), Lhokseumawe (20%), Pekan Baru (3%) 
and Makassar (1%). Majority of the respondents were male (69%). The average age of 
respondents was 26 years old: 91% of total respondents were between 18-35 years old, 
6% were between 36-45 years old and 3% were above 45 years old. 

Figure 1. Age group distribution by gender3

Nearly all respondents’ movement to Indonesia 
was wholly or partially facilitated by smugglers
A multitude of barriers to travel within Myanmar and to neighbouring countries, including 
denial of free movement rights by the de facto authorities in Myanmar, lack of appropriate 

3 The total percentage of female respondents does not tally to 100% due to rounding adjustment.

This snapshot explores the experience of smuggling among Rohingya refugees en route 
to Indonesia, with the key objective of contributing to evidence-based advocacy efforts 
and protection responses for Rohingya refugees. 

The Myanmar government and non-state actors have displaced Rohingya populations for 
decades through persecution and systemic discrimination. This displacement has reached 
new heights since 2017, with close to a million1 Rohingya refugees now in Bangladesh, 
and many others braving sea and land routes to Southeast Asia2 - particularly to Malaysia, 
Thailand, and Indonesia. Since 2021, MMC has been conducting surveys with Rohingya 
refugees in the region in order to better understand regional movements, experiences, 
demographics, and other elements of displacement. 

Key findings
• 96% of respondents used smuggler(s) at some point in their journey to Indonesia.
• Most of the respondents embarked on their journeys despite not having the information 

they need about the journey, demonstrating an information gap that serves to increase 
protection risks.

• Almost two-thirds of the respondents (65%) who used a smuggler or multiple 
smugglers at some point in their journey agreed that they were intentionally misled 
about the journey by smugglers in advance of and during the journey.

• Family and friends played a crucial role in supporting the respondents’ journey 
financially.

1 See UNHCR - Rohingya emergency.
2 See Albert and Maizland (2020) What Forces Are Fueling Myanmar’s Rohingya Crisis?

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – December 2022

Rohingya refugees in Indonesia: a focus on 
smuggling, information, and financing
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Migration has been a constant in and from Afghanistan in recent decades, particularly 
due to intensified conflict and instability.1 Given the restrictions on regular migration 
pathways, especially in terms of access to visa processes and affiliated costs, irregular 
migration is often the preferred – or only – option for many seeking to leave.  Smuggling2 
networks across the country have taken advantage of a lucrative and under-policed 
market, leading thousands of people into neighboring countries daily.3 Smuggling 
networks are an integral part of the Afghan economy.4 Since the August 2021 Taliban 
takeover and subsequent economic collapse, smuggling services experienced a spike in 
demand from Afghans trying to flee.5

Despite the prevalence of smuggling networks, gaps remain in understanding how they 
operate, largely due to their illicit nature.6 This snapshot on the use of smugglers among 
Afghans en route to Türkiye aims to contribute to a solid evidence base to inform targeted 
responses and advocacy efforts related to migrant protection and migration movements 
to and through Türkiye. It is based on 2,403 surveys conducted with Afghans.

1 Monsutti, A. (2008) Afghan migratory strategies and the three solutions to the refugee problem 
2 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 

activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader than 
the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants' definition. However, this does not imply that MMC con-
siders all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC prefers 
to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both refugees and 
migrants.

3 Goldbaum, C., Akbary, Y. & Hayeri, K. (2022) Over a million flee as Afghanistan’s economy collapses. The 
New York Times. 

4 For example, see Mohammadi, A., Nimkar, R. & Savage, E.  (2019) “We are the ones they come to when 
nobody can help” Afghan smugglers’ perceptions of themselves and their communities 

5 Goldbaum, C. & Akbary, Y. (2022) The Smugglers’ Paradise of Afghanistan. The New York Times
6 IOM (2016) Migrant Smuggling Data and Research: A global review of the emerging evidence base

Key findings
• The majority of respondents (83%) used smugglers during their journey to Türkiye.

• Most respondents made stops in Iran (89%) on their way to Türkiye: to look for 
smugglers to organize the next stretch of their journey (24%), working to earn money 
for the next stretch of their journey (21%), to stay with friends/relatives (20%), or 
waiting for transport (19%).

• The main service provided by smugglers was transit across borders (75%), however 
they also provide other services including in-country transportation (40%), food or 
water (30%), and accommodation (22%), among others.

• Nearly half of respondents (42%) reported that the smuggler chose the route.

• Those who used smugglers’ services spent 1,665 USD on average to reach Türkiye 
while those who traveled without smugglers spent 2,720 USD on average. 

• Afghans consider smugglers necessary to reach Türkiye, but smugglers are considered 
to be among the top three perpetrators of protection incidents en route to Türkiye. 

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – October 2022

The role of smugglers in Afghans’ irregular journeys 
to Türkiye

1

Profiles
Data presented in this snapshot was collected between 10 December 2021 and 24 May 
2022 with Rohingya refugees who had arrived in Indonesia within the past 24 months. 
Participants were located in Medan, Pekan Baru, Makassar, and Aceh. 109 surveys with 
Rohingya men (75%) and women (25%) were conducted over the phone (57%) and in 
person (43%). The share of female respondents in the survey was much lower than male 
respondents.  Despite the small sample size and non-probability sampling method of the 
4Mi survey, this potentially suggests a recent change in demographic characteristics of 
Rohingya refugees engaging in maritime movements compared to 2020-2021, when 
more than two-thirds of those traveling by boat were women and children.2 

The average age of respondents was 26 years old. 25% arrived in Indonesia less than a 
year ago. 100% reported holding either refugee status or identified as asylum seekers. 
3% self-identified as having a disability. 39% have children and 31% reported living or 
traveling with children in their care at the time of the survey. 

Rohingya’s access to education is restricted in Myanmar and Bangladesh, and the 
majority of survey respondents reported that primary school was the highest level of 
education they had completed, see Figure 1. 4% reported having completed secondary or 
high school, and 2% had attained a university degree.

2 See UNHR (2021). Left Adrift at Sea: Dangerous Journeys of Refugees across the Bay of Bengal.

This snapshot traces the journeys of Rohingya refugees traveling to Indonesia. It also 
presents the needs and risks reported by Rohingya while in Indonesia, as well as their 
intentions for onward movements. Following two previous snapshots highlighting 
journeys and risks in transit for Rohingya traveling to Malaysia,1 this snapshot contributes 
to building a solid evidence base to inform targeted responses that improve protection for 
Rohingya refugees and shape advocacy efforts related to movements and protection of 
Rohingya refugees in Asia.   

Key findings
• 62% of respondents started their journey in Myanmar; 34% set off from 

Bangladesh; 4% traveled from Malaysia. For those leaving Myanmar, Bangladesh 
was a frequent transit country.

• 69% of respondents reported at least one dangerous location along the journey. 
Most of them reported the risk of physical violence (67 out of 75 respondents).

• Most respondents who reported protection risks considered border guards/
immigration officials as the main perpetrator (52 out of 75 respondents), followed by 
military/police (39 respondents) and criminal gangs (33 respondents).

• 89% of respondents perceived that there are fewer resettlement options since 
COVID-19. Nearly half reported being stuck in Indonesia because of the pandemic.

• 96% of respondents were in need of assistance in Indonesia at the time of the 
survey. Of those, most said they needed assistance with resettlement, access to work, 
and cash.

1 See MMC-Asia Resources – 4Mi Snapshots

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – June 2022

Journeys to Indonesia for Rohingya refugees: 
Routes, risks, assistance and needs

1

18-35 years old, with an average age of 23. Female respondents were younger in 
comparison to male respondents: 88% were between 18-25 years old, while 52% of male 
respondents fell in the same age group. 

Figure 1. Age group distribution by gender2

Arrest and detention were the greatest risks 
perceived by Rohingya refugees in Malaysia
Rohingya are not legally recognised in Malaysia,3 which contributes to their vulnerability 
to a range of protection risks, as reflected in the 4Mi data. There were 327 respondents 
(28% of total respondents) who reported having encountered risks or threats to their 
safety while in Malaysia. The most common risks were arrest and detention reported by 
80% of those who encountered risks or threats (see Figure 2).

2 The total percentage of male respondents does not tally to 100% due to rounding adjustment.
3 Kaur A (2007) Refugees_and_Refugee_Policy_in_Malaysia

This snapshot documents the experience of Rohingya refugees in Malaysia, shedding 
light on protection risks that negatively impact their safety and well-being. This snapshot 
is one of a series that focuses on Rohingya journeys and experiences in Southeast Asia,1 
with the key objective of contributing to building a solid evidence base to inform advocacy 
and protection programming for Rohingya refugees in the region. 

Key findings  
• Almost one-third of total respondents (28%) reported having encountered risks or 

threats to their safety while in Malaysia. 

• Arrest and detention were reported as the biggest risks (by 80% who encountered 
risks or threats), followed by exploitation in the workplace (37%).

• Among respondents who encountered risks or threats to their safety, 94% reported 
feeling anxious and depressed, and 67% felt scared to move freely outside their 
houses. Limited support services were available. Only 6% of the respondents who 
encountered risks or threats to their safety were able to access help for these issues.

• Respondents were engaged in precarious employment and susceptible to exploitation. 
Three-quarters of respondents who had an income were engaged in casual or 
occasional work, and 87% had no work contract.

• The most common needs reported by respondents were access to documentation, 
healthcare, livelihood opportunities, and education.

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data collected from 1,155 Rohingya refugees across all states 
in Peninsular Malaysia and Kuala Lumpur between August 2021 and August 2022. A 
majority of respondents (54%) were female. Almost all respondents (98%) were between 

1 See MMC-Asia Resources – 4Mi Snapshots.

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – October 2022

Protection risks of Rohingya refugees in Malaysia
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Afghans en route to Turkey: access to 
critical information

This snapshot examines how Afghans en route to Turkey 
gather information before and during the journey, what 
kind of information they have access to, what the gaps 
are, and which sources of information are the most used 
and the most trusted. 

Protection risks for Rohingya women 
and children: from departure country 
to arrival in Malaysia

Despite high risks en route and upon arrival, Rohingya 
movement to Malaysia continues. This snapshot focuses 
on the specific risks facing Rohingya women and children 
before leaving Myanmar or Bangladesh, during their 
journey, and upon arrival in Malaysia. 

North Africa

Refugee and migrant youth in Tunisia 
– Profiles, access to income, protection 
risks and assistance needs

This snapshot sheds light on the profiles of young 
refugees and migrants aged 18-24 in Tunisia, their 
access to income-generating activities in the country, 
and the main protection risks they perceive, particularly 
those related to work and their assistance needs.

Profiles and needs of caregivers and 
children on the move in Tunisia

This snapshot focuses on the caregivers among the 
refugee and migrants population in Tunisia, and sheds 
light on their profiles; the parental or other relationships 
and care arrangements with the children under their 
care; their level of access to, and needs for, assistance 
and services related to the children under their care; as 
well as their perception of the protection risks faced by 
children on the move.

1

Profiles
Data presented in this snapshot was collected between 4 March 2021 and 25 January 
2022 in Johor Bahru, Kelantan, Kuala Lumpur, Malacca, Pahang, Pulau Pinang and 
Selangor in Malaysia. 445 surveys with Rohingya women were conducted over the 
phone and 38 surveys were conducted in person. In addition, from 8 August 2021, MMC 
Asia added a question on disability and implemented an additional module looking at 
protection risks facing Rohingya refugees living in Malaysia, making up a subsample of 
331 surveys with Rohingya women.

The average age of Rohingya women surveyed is 22 years old. 16% self-identify as 
having a disability, the majority of which relate to difficulties hearing, seeing, and/or 
moving. Nearly half of the respondents (48%) are seeking asylum in Malaysia, 23% are 
registered as refugees with UNHCR, 29% have not yet sought asylum nor hold any legal 
documents in Malaysia. 

Due to restricted access to education in Myanmar and Bangladesh, where more than 
920,000 Rohingya refugees are currently living,2 the majority of women surveyed (74%) 
report that primary school was the highest level of education they had completed, see 
Figure 1. 15% report having completed secondary or high school, and 2% had attained a 
university degree.   

2 See https://www.orfonline.org/research/children-left-behind-challenges-in-providing-education-to-the-ro-
hingya-children-in-bangladesh/

Despite high risks en route and upon arrival, Rohingya movement to Malaysia continues. 
This snapshot focuses on the specific risks facing Rohingya women and children1 before 
leaving Myanmar or Bangladesh, during their journey, and upon arrival in Malaysia.  MMC 
Asia has been conducting survey with Rohingya in Malaysia since January 2019 in order 
to better understand their migration experiences. This snapshot contributes to building a 
solid evidence base to inform targeted responses that improve protection for Rohingya 
refugees and inform advocacy efforts related to movements to Malaysia.   

Key findings  
• A majority of Rohingya women surveyed left Myanmar or Bangladesh due to violence, 

insecurity, and conflict (83%) and a lack of rights and freedom (80%).

• Detention and physical violence were the two primary risks reported for women en 
route. Younger Rohingya women more often reported risks of sexual violence, death, 
and kidnapping. 

• Almost all Rohingya women surveyed were not making any money before departure 
and upon arrival in Malaysia. Meanwhile, 57% report having accumulated new 
debts in Malaysia, mostly relating to living expenses (53%), medical costs (42%), 
immigration-related fees (7%) and school fees (7%).

• Rohingya women face greater marginalization in Malaysia, as many fear leaving their 
houses or moving around freely due to risks of arrest and detention (27%).

• Police (86%) and immigration officials (64%) are cited as the main perpetrators 
of abuses in Malaysia and were considered among the top three likely perpetrators of 
abuse en route, underscoring that female Rohingya refugees face threats from state 
authorities at departure, in transit and upon arrival in Malaysia. 

1 MMC Asia does not survey children under 18 years old. However, there are questions in the survey that 
address children and child protection issues.

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – March 2022

Protection risks for Rohingya women and children: 
from departure country to arrival in Malaysia

1

Tunisia less than two years before the interview: 11% had been in Tunisia for less than six 
months, 28% between six months and one year, and 61% between one and two years. 

62% of respondents were men and 38% women. The countries of nationality include 
Cameroon (12%), Mali (12%), Côte d’Ivoire (11%), Guinea (9%), Sudan (9%), Gabon (7%), 
Benin (6%), Senegal (5%) and 29% other countries. Close to all (96%) respondents 
indicated that they had not reached the end of their journey. Preferred destinations were 
Canada (21%), Belgium (14%), Germany (13%), the United Kingdom (8%) and the United 
States of America (5%). 

42% reported starting their journey on their own, 29% started it with friends/peers, 24% 
with a caregiver and 4% with family. More than half (55%) of respondents indicated 
having used a smuggler at some point along their journey. Additionally, 10% had left their 
country of departure before turning 18, citing they travelled with friends/peers (11/17), 
family (3), a smuggler (3) or alone (2). Leaving before turning 18 was more common 
among interviewed men than women (14%, vs. 3%). None were travelling or living with 
children under their care at the time of interview.

3% of respondents had not completed any schooling, 18% completed primary school, 
67% completed secondary school, 5% completed a vocational training program and 7% 
had a university degree.

Figure 1. What is the highest level of education you have completed?

Tunisia hosts more than 6,000 refugees and asylum seekers1 and an estimated 59,000 
foreign residents.2 This snapshot sheds light on the profiles of young refugees and 
migrants aged 18-24 in Tunisia, their access to income-generating activities in the 
country, and the main protection risks they perceive, particularly those related to work 
and their assistance needs. This snapshot is produced as part of a research partnership 
with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) focusing on children 
and youth on the move along the Central Mediterranean Route.

Key findings
• 84% of interviewed youth report having some form of income in Tunisia. Of these, 70% 

report receiving money from family or relatives and 43% have access to work.

• Respondents perceived multiple protection risks for female and male youth in Tunisia, 
the most common being harassment (59% vs. 46%), physical violence (35% vs. 46%), 
insecurity (37% vs. 38%) and forced work (39% vs. 37%).

• Forced work or labour exploitation is perceived to be more common in domestic work 
for young women, and in construction for young men.

• Close to all interviewed youth reported being in need of assistance (91%), mostly in 
the form of cash and medical assistance.

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 180 4Mi surveys conducted with refugees and migrants aged 
18-24 years in Tunisia from July to October 2022. Respondents were interviewed in Sfax 
(57%), Sousse (38%), Médenine (3%) and Tunis (2%). All respondents had arrived in 

1 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Tunisia Data Portal 
2 This figure comes from the 2021 “National Survey on International Migration” conducted by the Tunisian 

National Statistics Institute and the National Observatory on Migration. Foreign residents are defined as 
“all who either have been in Tunisia for 6 or more months or who intend to stay for a duration of at least six 
months, regardless of their regular/irregular status”. 

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – December 2022

Refugee and migrant youth in Tunisia - Profiles, access 
to income, protection risks and assistance needs
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Tunisia hosts more than 6,000 refugees and asylum seekers1 and an estimated 59,000 
foreign residents.2 This snapshot focuses on the caregivers among this population,3 and 
sheds light on the profiles of refugee and migrant caregivers4 in Tunisia; the parental or 
other relationships and care arrangements with the children under their care; their level 
of access to, and needs for, assistance and services related to the children under their 
care; as well as their perception of the protection risks faced by children on the move. 
This snapshot is produced as part of a research partnership with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) focusing on children and youth on the move along 
the Central Mediterranean Route.

Key findings
• Almost half (48%) of the interviewed refugee and migrant caregivers were travelling 

and/or living with one child only. 
• 92% of respondents reported being the sole caregiver.
• 32% were travelling with at least one child who was not their son/daughter.
• Informal caretaker arrangements (caregivers who were not parents, grandparents, 

stepparents or legal guardians) were often temporary, until the legal guardians of the 
children took them back (14/28) or until the caregivers reached their destination (9).

• 63% of caregivers indicated that children under their care were not accessing any 
form of education or early childcare services.

1 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Tunisia Data Portal 
2 This figure comes from the 2021 “National Survey on International Migration” conducted by the Tunisian 

National Statistics Institute (INS) and the National Observatory on Migration (ONM) and is likely an under-
estimation given that unauthorized migrants are largely a hidden population. Foreign residents are defined 
as “all who either have been in Tunisia for 6 or more months or who intend to stay for a duration of at least 6 
months, regardless of their regular/irregular status”. 

3 Among 3,772 4Mi respondents interviewed in Tunisia between February 2021 and September 2022, 16% 
were travelling or living with children under their care.

4 A caregiver is someone who provides daily care, protection and supervision of a child. This does not neces-
sarily imply legal responsibility or a biological relationship. 

• Caregivers most often identified healthcare (79%) and psychosocial support (69%) as 
current needs for their children. 

• Girls and boys are perceived to be at risk of forced work, detention and harassment/
insults in Tunisia.

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 100 quantitative 4Mi surveys conducted with adult refugees and 
migrants in Tunisia between July and October 2022, who were travelling or living with 
children under their care at the time of the interview. The majority of respondents (also 
referred to as caregivers) were interviewed in Sfax (76%), while some were in Médenine 
(18%) and others in Zarzis (Médenine) (3%) or other locations (3%). As per 4Mi’s targeting 
strategy, all respondents had arrived in Tunisia less than two years prior to interview. 
Specifically, 21% had been in Tunisia for less than 6 months, 20% had been in Tunisia 
between 6 months and one year and 59% between one and two years.

59% of respondents were men and 41% were women. The majority (77%) were aged 
between 25 and 34; only 3 respondents were aged under 25 and 20% were aged 35 
or older. Respondents’ top countries of nationality included Sudan (47%), Guinea (13%), 
Eritrea (9%), Cameroon (8%) and Libya (4%), which is aligned with the top refugee groups 
in Tunisia, coming from North and Sub-Saharan Africa, registered by UNHCR.5

94% (n=94) of respondents cited that they had not reached the end of their journey. 
Preferred destinations included Canada (23), France (21), the United Kingdom (8), the 
United States of America (7), Belgium (7), Switzerland (6) and other destinations (24). 
Just over a quarter of respondents (27%) reported that they would have chosen another 
destination if they were not travelling with children.

5 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Tunisia Data Portal.

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – December 2022

Profiles and needs of caregivers and children on 
the move in Tunisia

1

Afghan migration to Turkey is particularly dangerous, and people face protection risks 
at nearly every stage. Border areas and specific transit hubs present the greatest risks, 
where there is also a lack of assistance.1 Access to information is therefore essential for 
refugees and migrants in order to make informed decisions about dangers, routes, means 
of travel, and any number of other considerations. Better access to information can lead 
to better decision-making, safer journeys, and greater protection for those en route. 

This snapshot examines how Afghans en route to Turkey gather information before and 
during the journey, what kind of information they have access to, what the gaps are, and 
which sources of information are the most used and the most trusted. It contributes to a 
solid evidence base to inform targeted responses on the ground, and advocacy efforts 
related to migration movements to and through Turkey.

MMC Asia has interviewed 1,540 Afghans who have arrived in Turkey over the 
past 24 months to better understand their migration experiences, protection risks, 
and the challenges they face. Turkey has been a host country and transit hub for 
hundreds of thousands of Afghans escaping persecution, political upheaval, and 
economic insecurity. Many undertake long and arduous journeys overland via 
Pakistan and Iran, some hoping to continue onward to other countries, including 
in Europe. This year, numbers have risen in response to increasing political and 
economic instability in the lead-up to, and aftermath of, the Taliban takeover. While 
there have been no recent mass movements across the regions, many speculate 
that numbers will increase.

1 https://mixedmigration.org/resource/4mi-snapshot-afghans-en-route-to-turkey/ 

Key findings
• Less than half of respondents (47%) reported accessing information about routes, 

destinations, costs, and risks before starting their journey. 

• Family and friends outside Afghanistan are the primary, and most trusted, information 
source pre-departure.

• Once en route, only 32% of the respondents reported accessing information, and the 
primary information source shifts to smugglers and other migrants.

• The majority of the respondents (86%) had access to a functional phone en route to 
Turkey and used it primarily for staying in touch with family and contacting smugglers. 

• Only 31% used their phones to get information about their journey en route.

• The most frequently reported information gaps relate to conditions of the journey 
(40%) and security along the journey (37%).

• Phone calls, in-person conversations, and social media or messaging apps are the 
primary methods of receiving information.

Afghan profiles
Information for this snapshot was collected between 19 August 2021 and 28 February 
2022 in ten provinces across Turkey (Istanbul, Izmir, Erzurum, Van, Adana, Ankara, 
Eskişehir, Konya, Balıkesir, and Kayseri). 1,540 interviews were conducted with Afghans, 
all of whom had reached Turkey within 24 months of the survey being conducted. 
The majority of respondents were men (82%), between 18 and 30 years old (78%). 
Most respondents came from an urban background (64%) and had secondary (45%) 
or primary school (18%) levels of education. More than half of the respondents (58%) 
were unregistered or without documentation, while the remainder held some form of 
documentation, such as an International Protection Applicant Identification Card (30%) 
and temporary resident permits or visa (9%).

MMC Asia 4Mi Snapshot – May 2022

Afghans en route to Turkey: access to critical 
information
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Syrians in Tunisia: Routes to Tunisia 
and destination intentions

This snapshot explores the most common routes 
undertaken by Syrian respondents arriving in Tunisia 
within the last two years, as well as their intentions 
for the future. This snapshot is published alongside a 
qualitative study available  here  which further unfolds 
the complexity of trajectories shaped by changing 
border regimes, bilateral pre-war ties, and Syrians’ 
socioeconomic status.

What changes over the course of 
the migration journey? Results from 
piloting longitudinal 4Mi

This snapshot reveals the main insights and learnings 
from the analysis of data collected through a pilot 
longitudinal survey methodology project in collaboration 
with the University of Edinburgh. This longitudinal 
method was devised to understand how migration 
drivers, experiences, decisions and aspirations of 
refugees and migrants develop over time. The snapshot 
covers what had happened and how perceptions had 
changed among 75 4Mi respondents first interviewed in 
Libya, Somalia, and Tunisia.

Refugees and migrants’ assistance 
needs and access to services in Libya

This snapshot sheds light on refugees and migrants’ 
access to assistance and primary assistance needs 
in Libya, using 4Mi data collected between February 
and December 2021. The findings complement a 2021 
REACH multi-sectoral needs assessment (MSNA) in 
Libya which found that 73% of refugee and migrant 
respondents had severe or extreme multi-sectoral needs 
and that only 8% had received humanitarian assistance 
in the 6 months prior. 

1

Methodology and sample
The methodology was built on the already existing 4Mi data collection infrastructure. In 
April/May 2021, a filtering question was added to the 4Mi core survey, asking interviewees 
if they were willing to participate in a follow-up survey. Willing respondents (82% of 
those asked in East Africa; 49% in North Africa) were asked for contact details and in 
June/July 2021, at least 6 weeks after the first interview, they were re-contacted and 
administered the follow-up survey. 89% of those who had agreed to participate in the 
follow-up survey were successfully reached in East Africa; 63% in North Africa. For more 
on the methodology, see our report here.

Through this approach, we collected 75 paired surveys, each respondent having taken 
part in one 4Mi core survey and one follow-up survey. 42 were collected by MMC East 
Africa teams in Somalia, and 33 by MMC North Africa teams in Tunisia (18) and Libya (15). 
In October 2021, MMC NA collected a further 8 second-round follow-up interviews with 
respondents who were first interviewed in Tunisia (5) and Libya (3).

The final sample consists of 42 men and 33 women, aged between 18 and 70 with 
an average age of 31. Close to all respondents interviewed in Somalia were Ethiopian 
(39/42), while the remaining individuals were from Yemen (3). In Libya and Tunisia 
respondents were from Nigeria (12/33), Sudan (6), Guinea (4), Syria (2), Chad (2), Kenya 
(2) and other countries (4). Over a quarter (21/75) were travelling or living with children 
under their care.

It is useful to note that this period of data collection coincided with the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The situation was particularly difficult in Tunisia in July when the number of cases peaked 
and travel – including between regions – was tightly controlled. The border between Libya 
and Tunisia was closed for two months from July to September 2021 but travel between 
countries remained possible provided people had appropriate evidence of a negative test. 
COVID-19-related restrictions also existed in Libya during the period of interest but were 
less important than in Tunisia, while no specific restrictions were in place in Somalia.

In mid-2021, MMC and the University of Edinburgh partnered to design and pilot a 
longitudinal survey methodology to repeatedly interview refugees and migrants while on 
the move in North Africa and East Africa. While MMC’s core 4Mi survey is location- and 
route-oriented, designed to capture patterns of decision-making along pre-determined 
routes, this longitudinal method was developed to be person-oriented, administering 
surveys to the same individual at different points in time. It was devised to understand 
how migration drivers, experiences, decisions and aspirations of refugees and migrants 
develop over time. This snapshot reveals the main insights and learnings from the analysis 
of the data collected through the pilot. The methodology is discussed in more detail here. 

Key findings
• At first glance, re-surveying refugees and migrants after two months suggests that 

little has changed: many are still in the same city (70/75) and have not changed their 
intentions for the future (49/75). 

• At a finer scale of analysis, however, one in five (15/70) had changed neighbourhood. 
The trend was sharper among people travelling with children and with a legally 
recognized status (e.g. recognized refugees or migrants with visas).

• In only a quarter of the cases (19/75) had there been no substantial change in people’s 
plans over the period of time between the rounds of interviews. Mostly people felt 
forced to stay put because of a lack of resources. Women were particularly likely to 
have had their plans derailed (17/33). 

• In a third of the cases (29/75), this period spent “staying put” was a time when more 
information on the journey was obtained.

• Over time, the measures that individuals take to protect themselves tended to increase 
slightly, especially so in Libya/Tunisia and for women.

• The sample is limited in size but highlights the importance of longitudinal research for 
understanding how complex and rapidly changing migration journeys evolve and how.

MMC North Africa & East Africa 4Mi Snapshot – June 2022

What changes over the course of the migration 
journey? Results from piloting longitudinal 4Mi

1

Profiles 
This snapshot draws on 181 4Mi surveys conducted with Syrian refugees and migrants 
interviewed in Tunisia between April 2020 and October 2021. The sample consists of 
25% women and 75% men, aged between 19 and 52 years with an average age of 27. 
The majority of interviews were conducted with respondents located in Sfax (80), Greater 
Tunis (63), and Medenine (16), as well as other locations (22). All had reached Tunisia after 
January 2020. More than half (57%) of respondents were either travelling or living with 
children under their care, however, this was much more common for interviewed women 
(86%) than men (48%). 

Figure 1. Profile of respondents: Gender and travelling with children 

Since 2011, more than 5.7 million Syrians have been internationally displaced, mainly to 
neighbouring Turkey, Lebanon, and Jordan, but also farther afield to countries in Europe 
and North Africa.1 Over the last 10 years, many Syrians have undertaken fragmented 
journeys to reach safety. In Tunisia, Syrians represent the second largest nationality 
among refugees in the country (27%) with a population of 2,575.2 Using 4Mi data collected 
between April 2020 and October 2021, this snapshot explores the most common routes 
undertaken by Syrian respondents arriving in Tunisia within the last two years, as well 
as their intentions for the future. This snapshot is published alongside a qualitative study 
available here which further unfolds the complexity of trajectories shaped by changing 
border regimes, bilateral pre-war ties, and Syrians’ socioeconomic status.

Key findings
• Most respondents (57%) started their journeys to Tunisia in third countries (most 

commonly Egypt, Algeria and Libya), implying they had temporarily settled elsewhere 
before travelling to Tunisia.

• Movements to Tunisia were shaped by violence and political events in countries of 
departure, be that Syria or elsewhere.

• Routes from/through Egypt and Sudan to Tunisia most often involved crossing Libya.

• Algeria was more frequently a country of departure or transit for respondents travelling 
with children (45% vs 17% of those travelling without children), while respondents 
travelling without children more often travelled from/through Libya (63%).

• The majority of respondents intend to move onward from Tunisia, with 62% indicating 
they had not reached the end of their journey.

1 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Data Portal - Syria Regional Refugee Response
2 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Data Portal - Tunisia

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – August 2022

Syrians in Tunisia: Routes to Tunisia and 
destination intentions

Total number of respondents (n=181)

Women (n=45)
Men (n=136)

75%

25%

Gender Are you currently travelling/living 
with children under your care?

Men (n=136)

52%

48%

Women (n=45)

14%

86%

1

Profiles 
This snapshot draws on data collected through 2,158 surveys with refugees and migrants 
interviewed in Libya between February and December 2021. The sample consists of 35% 
women and 65% men, aged between 18 and 58 years with an average age of 29. Most 
interviews were conducted with respondents in: Tripoli (34%), Sebha (23%), Ejdabia 
(11%), Zwara (8%) and Benghazi (5%).3 

The most common nationalities of respondents were: Nigerian (31%), Sudanese (12%), 
Nigerien (8%), Cameroonian (6%), Ghanian (5%), Beninese (4%) and Eritrean (3%). 16% 
of respondents said they were currently travelling or living with children under their care.

Figure 1. Age and sex distribution of respondents

3 All interviews were conducted remotely, by phone.

This snapshot sheds light on refugees and migrants’ access to assistance and primary 
assistance needs in Libya, using 4Mi data collected between February and December 
2021. The findings complement a 2021 REACH multi-sectoral needs assessment (MSNA) 
in Libya which found that 73% of refugee and migrant respondents had severe or 
extreme multisectoral needs and that only 8% had received humanitarian assistance in 
the 6 months prior.1 Furthermore, this snapshot explores changes in assistance needs in 
Tripoli, where, since October 2021, Libyan authorities launched mass arrest and eviction 
campaigns targeting refugees and migrants.2

Key findings
• Almost three-quarters of interviewed refugees and migrants reported needing 

assistance at the time of interview.

• The most frequent form of assistance needed by respondents was cash (79%), 
followed by food (30%). In Zwara, respondents also commonly needed medical 
assistance (50%), washing facilities (48%) and clothes (42%). In Tripoli, 41% identified 
shelter as a key need.

• Since the start of the mass arrest and eviction campaigns in October, more 
respondents in Tripoli reported needing assistance (increase from 73% in Feb-Sep to 
83% in Oct-Dec).

• One-fifth (20%) of respondents reported that, over the course of their journey,  
the location where they most needed assistance but were not able to get any was  
in Libya.

1 REACH (2021) MSNA - Libya
2 Reuters (2021) Migrants in Libya fearful and angry after crackdown and killings

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – January 2022

Refugees and migrants’ assistance needs and access 
to services in Libya
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West Africa

Contact between smugglers and 
refugees and migrants in West and 
North Africa

This snapshot focuses on how smugglers and refugees 
and migrants make contact in West and North Africa. 
It draws on 3,602 surveys of refugees and migrants 
who had used a smuggler or smugglers, conducted 
in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Libya and Tunisia from 
February 2021 to March 2022. It also draws on 356 
smuggler surveys conducted in the same countries over 
June-October 2021. 

Financing of human smuggling in West 
and North Africa

This snapshot focuses on the economics and financing 
of smuggling of people on the move in West and North 
Africa. It draws on 5,171 surveys with refugees and 
migrants conducted in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Libya 
and Tunisia from February to October 2021. It is also 
based on 356 surveys among smugglers conducted in 
the same countries during the same period. 

Eastern and Southern Africa

Profiles and needs of caregivers and 
children on the move in Sudan

This snapshot sheds light on the profiles of refugee 
and migrant caregivers in Sudan; the parental or other 
relationships and care arrangements with the children 
under their care; their level of access to, and needs for, 
assistance and services related to the children under 
their care; as well as their perception of the protection 
risks faced by children on the move.

Climate-related drivers of mixed 
migration in East and the Horn of 
Africa

This snapshot examines environmental drivers of 
international mobility and their interactions with other 
migration drivers in East and the Horn of Africa. 

1

Sudan hosts over 1.1 million refugees and asylum seekers1 and over 500,000 migrants,2 
many of whom are travelling and/or living with children under their care.3 This snapshot 
sheds light on the profiles of refugee and migrant caregivers4 in Sudan; the parental or 
other relationships and care arrangements with the children under their care; their level 
of access to, and needs for, assistance and services related to the children under their 
care; as well as their perception of the protection risks faced by children on the move. 
This snapshot is produced as part of a research partnership with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and focusing on children and youth on the move 
along the Central Mediterranean Route.

Key findings
• 63% of caregivers were travelling and/or living with four or more children under their 

care.
• 86% of respondents reported being the sole caregiver to the children. 
• 42% of the respondents had a source of income, underscoring the vulnerability of 

caregivers and their children.
• 47% of caregivers were travelling with at least one child who was not their son/

daughter.
• Informal caretaker arrangements (caregivers who were not parents, grandparents, 

stepparents or legal guardians) were often temporary and confined to their stay in the 
current city/country (30/43).

• 73% of caregivers indicated that children under their care were not accessing any form 
of education or early childcare services. This was the case for all (47) South Sudanese 
respondents.

1 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Sudan Data Portal
2 IOM, 2022. DTM Sudan
3 Among 1,493 4Mi respondents interviewed in Sudan between February 2021 and May 2022, 32% were 

travelling or living with children under their care. 
4 A caregiver is someone who provides daily care, protection and supervision of a child. This does not neces-

sarily imply legal responsibility or a biological relationship. 

• Caregivers most often identified education (71%) and healthcare (62%) as current 
needs for their children.

• Boys are reported to be more at risk of discrimination and detention in Sudan, while 
girls are more at risk of insults, harassment and sexual violence.

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 106 4Mi surveys conducted remotely with adult refugees and 
migrants in Sudan in 2022, who were travelling or living with children under their care at 
the time of interview. The majority of respondents (also referred to as caregivers) were 
interviewed in Khartoum (82%), while some were in Kassala (14%), Wad Sharife (3%) 
or White Nile State (1%). As per 4Mi’s targeting strategy, all respondents had arrived in 
Sudan less than two years prior to interview. Specifically, 37% had been in Sudan for less 
than 6 months, 30% between 6 and 12 months and 33% between one and two years.

53% of respondents were women and 47% were men. 7% of respondents were aged 
between 18 and 24, almost half (48%) were aged between 25 and 34 and 44% were 
aged 35 or older. Respondents’ countries of nationality included South Sudan (44%), 
Eritrea (36%), Ethiopia (14%), Chad (3%), Central African Republic (2%) and Niger (1%).
While all South Sudanese respondents (47/47) reported intending to stay in Sudan, 
among other nationalities, most (39/59) indicated that they had not reached the 
end of their journeys, suggesting plans of onward movement from Sudan. Preferred 
destinations included Canada (24), Europe (8), Australia (7) or other destinations (4). 12% 
of respondents reported that they would have chosen another destination if they were 
not travelling with children. 

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – December 2022

Profiles and needs of caregivers and children on 
the move in Sudan

1

Climate change is impacting lives and livelihoods across the African continent, through 
increasing temperatures, shifting rainfall patterns and an increase in the frequency and 
intensity of extreme weather events, particularly droughts and floods.1 This snapshot 
examines environmental drivers of international mobility and their interactions with 
other migration drivers in East and the Horn of Africa. The aim is to provide national and 
regional policy actors with some empirical data on the links between climate change and 
international mobility, to inform discussions on future activities and policy directions.

Key findings
• Environmental factors rarely cited among main migration drivers (1%), making them 

challenging to target and address. 

• However, when directly prompted, 18% of respondents cited the environment as a 
factor in their migration decision.

• Environmental factors most often interact with economic drivers (59%) and conflict 
(22%), with the link between the environment and conflict especially high for 
respondents from Sudan (53%).

• Drought is a major cause of mobility linked to environmental factors among 
respondents from the Horn of Africa (79%).

1 MMC (2022) Climate mobility in Khartoum Process countries: An exploration of interventions.

Data
This snapshot draws on 4,070 quantitative 4Mi surveys conducted with refugees and 
migrants in Somalia (41%), Sudan (30%), Libya (15%) and Tunisia (14%) between February 
2021 and October 2022. All respondents had arrived in the countries of interview less 
than two years prior to the interview. 77% of respondents are men and 23% are women. 

Respondents’ countries of departure were Ethiopia (53%), Eritrea (20%), Sudan (14%), 
South Sudan (8%), Somalia (2%), Djibouti (1%), Kenya (1%) and Uganda (0.2%). Here we 
group the data to cover the Horn of Africa (HoA), encompassing respondents who left 
from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Somalia and Djibouti, and East Africa (EA), comprising respondents 
who departed from Sudan, South Sudan, Kenya and Uganda. 

Environmental factors rarely cited among the 
main migration drivers, where economic and 
political factors dominate 
Economic factors most often drive the decisions of respondents to leave their places 
of origin. This was the case for 70% of respondents from HoA and 76% from EA. The 
second-most common reason in both regions was violence, insecurity and conflict (38% 
from HoA vs. 45% from EA). Environmental factors were the least cited reason for both 
groups (1% from HoA vs. 2% from EA). This implies that respondents did not immediately 
or directly link their decision to migrate to environmental factors. Moreover, the data 
reveal that many respondents (40%) reported multiple migration drivers, highlighting the 
multidimensional nature of migration processes.

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – November 2022

Climate-related drivers of mixed migration in East and 
the Horn of Africa

1

This snapshot focuses on how smugglers1 and refugees and migrants make contact in 
West and North Africa. It draws on 3,602 surveys of refugees and migrants who had 
used a smuggler or smugglers, conducted in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Libya and Tunisia 
from February 2021 to March 2022. It also draws on 356 smuggler surveys conducted in 
the same countries over June-October 2021. It provides analysis of the channels and the 
timing of contact between migrants and smugglers. 

This snapshot is produced in partnership with the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Observatory 
on Smuggling of Migrants. 

Key findings
• Family and friends are the main channel through which migrants and refugees make 

contact with smugglers. This was the most frequently cited response by both refugees 
and migrants (42%) and smugglers (69%).

• Refugees and migrants more often indicated that they approached the smuggler 
directly (44%) than that the smuggler approached them (13%).

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader 
than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply that MMC 
considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC 
prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both refu-
gees and migrants. This publication is produced in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ when 
it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of the UN 
Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) irregular 
entry and/or (b) financial or material benefit, could reasonably be assumed not to be in evidence. www.
unodc.org/res/som/index.html.

• Men reported approaching the smuggler more often than women (50% vs 34%)2.

• Cross-border contact between smugglers and refugees and migrants is particularly 
pronounced in Niger, where smugglers report contacting refugees and migrants 
mostly before their arrival in the country (67%).

• Respondents who left Niger, Chad, and Sudan – central locations on northbound 
migration routes – reported that contact with smugglers was facilitated by family and 
friends less frequently than respondents who departed from other West and Central 
African countries, perhaps because this central location means that people can access 
smugglers directly more easily, and have less need of an intermediary.

Profiles 
This snapshot is based on 3,602 surveys of refugees and migrants who reported using at 
least one smuggler during their journey up to the point of interview. They were interviewed 
in Niger (n=988), Libya (n=857), Mali (n=656), Tunisia (n=632) and Burkina Faso (n=469) 
between February 2021 and March 2022. The majority were men (68%). Respondents 
departed from a number of countries, see Table 1. 

2 The questions cover a number of response options according to means of communication (I approached 
the smuggler directly by phone; I approached the smuggler directly in person; I approached the smuggler 
directly over social media and messaging). The analysis here combines these answers.

MMC West Africa & North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – August 2022

Contact between smugglers and refugees and migrants in  
West and North Africa

1

This snapshot focuses on the economics and financing of smuggling1 of people on the 
move in West and North Africa. It draws on 5,171 surveys with refugees and migrants 
conducted in Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, Libya and Tunisia from February to October 2021. 
It is also based on 356 surveys among smugglers conducted in the same countries during 
the same period. It analyses fees for smuggler services and payment modalities, providing 
valuable insights on the overall dynamics of smugglers’ economic activities. 

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership 
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. 

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader 
than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply that MMC 
considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC 
prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both refu-
gees and migrants. This publication is produced in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ when 
it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of the UN 
Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) irregular 
entry and/or (b) financial or material benefit, could reasonably be assumed not to be in evidence. www.
unodc.org/res/som/index.html.

Key findings
• Smuggling makes up 60% of the journey costs for the surveyed refugees and migrants 

who use smugglers. This share is highest among respondents in Libya.

• The majority of smugglers surveyed increased their fees in the last 6 months of 2021 
(57%), most often because of higher demand, higher costs and increased risks due to 
government controls.

• The vast majority of surveyed refugees and migrants (95%) pay their smugglers in 
cash and the majority (59%) pay the full fees before departure. 

• Data suggest that detention – more specifically, paying for release from detention –  
can make up a large proportion of overall journey costs.

• Based on our primary data and estimates on the volume of irregular migration from 
East and West Africa to Libya and Tunisia, we estimate the value of the smuggling 
business along these two migration routes towards Libya and Tunisia at a total of USD 
60.5 million for 2021. 

Profiles 
This snapshot draws on 3,847 surveys conducted with refugees and migrants who used 
a smuggler, surveyed in Burkina Faso (587), Mali (891), Niger (545), Libya (1,162) and 
Tunisia (662) from February to October 2021.2 The majority were men (67%), and most 
respondents were aged between 26 and 35 (60%). 

2 The sample includes 16 nationalities with more than 100 respondents, and another 27 nationalities with 
smaller numbers of interviewees. ‘West and Central Africans’ includes the following countries of national-
ity in this snapshot: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, CAR, Chad, Côte d´Ivoire, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Republic of the Congo, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo. ‘East Africans’ includes Burundi, DRC, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwan-
da, Somalia, South Sudan, and Uganda. 

MMC West Africa & North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – March 2022

Financing of human smuggling in West and North Africa
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Interactions between local communities 
and transiting migrants in Djibouti

This snapshot presents the main findings on interactions 
between migrants and local communities in Tadjourah 
and Obock, Djibouti, based on 365 surveys conducted 
with local community members in July 2022. 

Interactions between local communities 
and transiting migrants in Hargeisa

This snapshot presents the main findings on interactions 
between migrants and local communities in Hargeisa, 
based on 201 surveys conducted with local community 
members in July 2022. 

The use of smugglers among Ethiopian 
refugees and migrants in Sudan

This snapshot uses 4Mi data to examine whether and 
how Ethiopian refugees and migrants have interacted 
with smugglers during their journeys to Sudan. 

Drivers and aspirations of Ethiopians 
impacted by the Tigray conflict Data 
from Somalia and Sudan

This snapshot explores the migration drivers and 
aspirations of Ethiopians in Somalia and Sudan who 
have left Ethiopia since the outbreak of conflict in Tigray 
in November 2020. 

1

The Eastern corridor from the Horn of Africa to the Arabian Peninsula has traditionally 
been one of the busiest maritime routes with 394,622 migrant arrivals since 2018.1 The 
journey undertaken by predominantly Ethiopian migrants2 can involve several stops at 
key transit locations to rest, look for smugglers, or work.3 In these locations, migrants’ 
interactions with local communities are linked to their need for information, for assistance 
and services, and for income-generating opportunities as well as on potential shared 
cultural and ethnic affiliations. Recognizing that local communities in transit locations 
are key stakeholders in the migration process, MMC and IOM have partnered under 
the 2022 Regional Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen to design 
and implement a mixed-methods study to generate an evidence-base on the dynamics 
between local communities and transiting migrants along the Eastern Route. 

The study has targeted three key transit locations along the Eastern Route: Hargeisa 
in the Somaliland region, and Obock and Tadjourah in Djibouti. This snapshot presents 
the main findings on interactions between migrants and local communities in Hargeisa, 
based on 201 surveys conducted with local community members in July 2022.4 Hargeisa 
is the capital of the Somaliland region and is a place of transit mainly for Ethiopian 
migrants. After crossing into the region at the border towns of Borama and Waajale, 
many Ethiopians stop in Hargeisa before continuing on to Bossasso and Ceelayo where 
they embark on the sea crossing.5

1 IOM DTM data from 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022 mid-year.
2 MMC usually reports on individuals engaging in mixed migration as ‘‘refugees and migrants’’, acknowledging that those on the move might be motivated by a multiplicity of factors and drivers, and have different statuses. IOM 

commonly refers to ‘‘mixed movements’’, or ‘migrants’, defined as ‘‘an umbrella term, not defined under international law, reflecting the common lay understanding of a person who moves away from his or her place of usual resi-
dence, whether within a country or across an international border, temporarily or permanently, and for a variety of reasons. The term includes a number of well-defined legal categories of people, such as migrant workers; persons 
whose particular types of movements are legally-defined, such as smuggled migrants; as well as those whose status or means of movement are not specifically defined under international law, such as international students.’’

3 IOM (2020). Comparative Eastern Corridor Route Analysis: Obock, Djibouti and Bossaso, Puntland.
4 This snapshot is published alongside an equivalent snapshot on Obock and Tadjourah in Djibouti. The snapshots will be followed by a full-length report further exploring interactions, but also local communities’ experiences with 

and perceptions of transiting migrants. The report will be informed by both quantitative and qualitative data, as well as research team field observations.
5 France24 (2021, 23 November). The broken dreams of desperate migrants fleeing Africa for Saudi.

Key findings
• Most local community respondents interact with migrants on a daily basis (60%), 

while 24% interact weekly.

• The provision of free assistance is the most common form of interaction (52%) between 
local community respondents and migrants, followed by commercial/economic 
interactions (45%) and social interactions (22%).

• Food (89/97) and water (55) are the most common forms of free assistance provided 
by local communities, followed by cash (40).

• Migrants are commonly clients of local businesses, as described by 61 of 85 who had 
commercial/economic interactions with migrants. Others hire migrants (27), most 
often in domestic work.

Profiles of local community respondents
Respondents were residents of neighbourhoods with a large presence of transiting 
migrants, mostly of Ethiopian nationality. Of the 201 surveys, 36% were conducted in 
the neighbourhoods of Dami B, 27% in Dami A, 25% in Cakara, and 12% in Statehouse 
(see Map 1). A majority of respondents were women (70%), likely owing to data collection 
occurring largely in residential neighborhoods and men often being away from home and 
engaged in work activities when enumerators visited households (Figure 1). 

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – August 2022

Interactions between local communities 
and transiting migrants in Hargeisa

1

• The preferred destination of respondents in Somalia was Saudi Arabia (82%), while 
Europe was the intended destination for respondents in Sudan.

Profiles
This snapshot is based on 549 4Mi surveys with Ethiopians from the Tigray, Amhara and 
Afar regions6 who left Ethiopia after November 2020. Respondents were interviewed 
in Somalia (n=430) between August 2021 and December 2021, and in Sudan (n=119) 
between February 2021 and March 2022. 

In Somalia, interviews took place in Bosaso-Alhamdulilah (23%), Bosaso (22%), Celdahir 
(21%), Kalabayr (20%), Dhahar (13%) and Laag (1%). 61% of respondents originated 
from Amhara region, 37% from Tigray and 2% from Afar (map 1). 89% of respondents 
are men, while 11% are women. A large majority (94%) are between 18 and 35 years 
old. The majority of respondents in Somalia (91%) were not making any money in the 
12 months before leaving Ethiopia due to being unemployed (85% of those not making 
any money), perceiving themselves as displaced (7%), taking care of the home/children 
(3%) and being students (3%). 

In Sudan, most respondents were interviewed in Khartoum (48%) while other locations 
include Um-Rakuba camp (5%), Gedaref (3%), Hamdayet camp (1%), Kassala (1%), 
Shagareb camp (1%), Humera (1%) and Tunaydbah camp (1%). 24% of respondents were 
from Amhara while the rest were from Tigray. 65% of respondents are men, while 35% 
are women. 85% are between 18 and 35 years old. 73% of Ethiopians in Sudan were not 
making money prior to their departure, mostly because of unemployment.

Out of the total sample, 500 respondents (428 of them were interviewed in Somalia and 
72 in Sudan) answered a specific set of questions on the impact of the Tigray conflict, 

6 These three regions are the ones most directly affected by the Tigray conflict according to OCHA’s situation 
reporting on Northern Ethiopia. This snapshot follows OCHA’s classification of regions in Northern Ethiopia 
affected by the Tigray crisis.

This snapshot1 explores the migration drivers and aspirations of Ethiopians in Somalia 
and Sudan who have left Ethiopia since the outbreak of conflict in Tigray in November 
2020. In so doing, it sheds light on how the conflict has impacted upon mixed migration 
dynamics in the region and farther afield, including movements west into Sudan to camps 
along its border2 and to Khartoum and other urban areas in Sudan; farther north to Libya 
and Tunisia, with some seeking to reach Europe;3 as well as east to Somalia,4 with some 
Ethiopians joining routes towards the Gulf.5 This snapshot aims to inform protection 
responses outside of Ethiopia, highlighting the need for not only a routes-based approach, 
but also coordinating responses across routes given the complex movement dynamics 
emanating from the crisis.

Key findings
• 95% of respondents in Sudan cited violence, insecurity and conflict as among  

the main drivers for leaving Ethiopia, while 77% of respondents in Somalia cited 
economic factors.

• Respondents in Somalia had not reached the end of their journey, while Ethiopians 
in Sudan expressed a higher degree of uncertainty related to their future 
movement intentions. Qualitative data collected in camps in Sudan, highlight  
that some people intend to return, but these are conditional upon an end to conflict 
and violence.

1 This snapshot follows a snapshot released in September 2021 analysing the movement intentions of Ethio-
pians and Eritreans affected by the Tigray conflict who were interviewed in Sudan, Libya and Tunisia.

2 UNHCR (2022). Sudan – Operational Update January.
3 Hayden, S. (2021). ‘‘How Europe deals with the new wave of refugees is a test of our humanity.’’ The Irish 

Times.
4 IOM (2022). Flow Monitoring Dashboard Somalia – January 2022.
5 Data collection at IOM’s flow monitoring point in Humera, in Northern Tigray, did not take place due to 

security and access constraints, providing an incomplete picture of the total number of movements and 
particularly those towards Sudan and North Africa. IOM (2021). Flow Monitoring Dashboard Ethiopia – 
December 2021.

MMC North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – May 2022

Drivers and aspirations of Ethiopians impacted by 
the Tigray conflict: Data from Somalia and Sudan
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The Eastern corridor from the Horn of Africa to the Arabian Peninsula has traditionally 
been one of the busiest maritime routes with 394,622 migrant arrivals since 2018.1 The 
journey undertaken by predominantly Ethiopian migrants2 can involve several stops at 
key transit locations to rest, look for smugglers, or work.3 In these locations, migrants’ 
interactions with local communities are linked to their need for information, for assistance 
and services, and for income-generating opportunities as well as on potential shared 
cultural and ethnic affiliations. Recognizing that local communities in transit locations 
are key stakeholders in the migration process, MMC and IOM have partnered under 
the 2022 Regional Migrant Response Plan for the Horn of Africa and Yemen to design 
and implement a mixed-methods study to generate an evidence-base on the dynamics 
between local communities and transiting migrants along the Eastern Route. 

The study has targeted three key transit locations along the Eastern Route: Hargeisa 
in the Somaliland region, and Obock and Tadjourah in Djibouti. This snapshot presents 
the main findings on interactions between migrants and local communities in Tadjourah 
and Obock, based on 365 surveys conducted with local community members in July 
2022 (Map 1).4 Both locations are significant migrant hubs where smugglers organize 
and facilitate journeys and maintain direct contact with interlocutors in Ethiopia and 
Yemen.5 Tadjourah is located on the main migration corridor used by transiting migrants, 
between the capital, Djibouti Ville, and Obock, the main point of embarkation for coastal 
departures to Yemen.

1 IOM DTM data from 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022 mid-year.
2 MMC usually reports on individuals engaging in mixed migration as ‘‘refugees and migrants’’, acknowledging that those on the move might be motivated by a multiplicity of factors and drivers, and have different statuses. IOM 

commonly refers to ‘‘mixed movements’’, or ‘migrants’, defined as ‘‘an umbrella term, not defined under international law, reflecting the common lay understanding of a person who moves away from his or her place of usual resi-
dence, whether within a country or across an international border, temporarily or permanently, and for a variety of reasons. The term includes a number of well-defined legal categories of people, such as migrant workers; persons 
whose particular types of movements are legally-defined, such as smuggled migrants; as well as those whose status or means of movement are not specifically defined under international law, such as international students.’’

3 IOM (2020). Comparative Eastern Corridor Route Analysis: Obock, Djibouti and Bossaso, Puntland.
4 This snapshot is published alongside an equivalent snapshot on Hargeisa in the Somaliland region. The snapshots will be followed by a full-length report further exploring interactions, but also local communities’ experiences with 

and perceptions of transiting migrants. The report will be informed by both quantitative and qualitative data, as well as research team field observations.
5 Qualitative interview with a smuggler in Obock.

Key findings
• The vast majority (90%) of surveyed local community members interact with migrants 

on a daily basis, and 10% interact weekly. 

• The provision of free assistance (81%) is the most common type of interaction between 
local community respondents and migrants, followed by commercial/economic 
interactions (33%), the provision of free information (29%), and social interactions 
(16%).

• Free assistance is primarily given in the form of water (97%) and food (92%). 

• The type of free information shared by the local community with migrants includes 
what conditions to expect along the journey (50%), the conditions at the destination 
(40%), locations along the route (38%), the duration of the journey (38%), and the cost 
of the journey (22%).

• Commercial/economic interactions in Tadjourah often involved migrants working 
for local community respondents (64%; 49/77), particularly in domestic work (80%; 
39/49).

• In Obock, commercial, economic interaction mostly saw migrants as clients of local 
businesses (60%; 33/55).

MMC East and Southern Africa Snapshot – August 2022

Interactions between local communities 
and transiting migrants in Djibouti
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More than 73,000 Ethiopian refugees and asylum seekers are registered in Sudan.1   
In an attempt to shed light on the role of smugglers2 in facilitating movements across 
the Ethiopia-Sudan border, this snapshot uses 4Mi data to examine whether and how 
Ethiopian refugees and migrants have interacted with smugglers during their journeys 
to Sudan. 

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership 
with the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 
Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants.

Key findings
• 46% of Ethiopian respondents had used a smuggler during their journey to Sudan. 

• Smugglers facilitated transit across the border (65% of respondents who used 
a smuggler), provided in-country transportation (43%), provided ID and travel 
documents (39%) and dealt with authorities (34%), amongst other tasks. 

• Respondents who used smugglers spent considerably more (526 USD, on average) on 
their journey from Ethiopia to Sudan than those who didn’t (309 USD).

• While 73% of respondents perceived smugglers as helping people, 33% felt 
intentionally misled by smugglers.

1 UNHCR, 2022. UNHCR Data Portal - Sudan
2 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 

activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular 
migration. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as 
providing documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' 
perceptions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately 
broader than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply 
that MMC considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. 
MMC prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both 
refugees and migrants. This publication is produced in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ 
when it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of 
the UN Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) 
irregular entry and/or (b) financial or material benefit, could reasonably be assumed not to be in evidence. 
www.unodc.org/res/som/index.html.

Profiles
This snapshot draws on 244 surveys conducted with Ethiopian refugees and migrants 
interviewed in Sudan from February 2021 to February 2022.3 The sample consists of 34% 
women and 66% men, aged between 19 and 62 years with an average age of 30. The 
majority of interviews were conducted with respondents located in Greater Khartoum 
(79%), followed by Kassala (6%), Um Rakuba (5%), Gedaref (3%) and other locations (8%). 

Respondents were from the regions of Tigray (48%), Amhara (16%), Addis Ababa (12%), 
Oromia (7%), Benishangul Gumuz (5%), SNNP (5%) and other regions (7%). A quarter 
(25%) of respondents had been in Sudan for less than six months at the time of the 
interview, 44% between six and twelve months and 31% between one and two years.4 
When asked whether they had reached the end of their journey, 8% affirmed this was the 
case while the majority reported they had not (52%) or did not know (39%). 

Figure 1. What region are you from in your country of nationality?

3 53% of interviews were carried out face-to-face and 47% via phone due to COVID-19 and security 
restrictions. 

4 4Mi only targets refugees and migrants who have been in the country of interview for less than two years. 

MMC East Africa 4Mi Snapshot – May 2022

The use of smugglers among Ethiopian 
refugees and migrants in Sudan

Note: this snapshot was amended on 1 June 
2022 to remove a reference to Ethiopians fleeing 
the Tigray crisis, given that the sample analysed 
comprises Ethiopians from across the country, 
some of whom left before the crisis began.
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Latin America and the  
Caribbean 

Access to information before and 
during the journey among refugees and 
migrants in Costa Rica. 4Mi Infographic

This infographic presents data on access to information 
among refugees and migrants heading north, interviewed 
in Costa Rica. 

Available in Spanish here. 

Safety risks in the Darien Gap and 
assistance needed among refugees and 
migrants 4Mi Infographic

This infographic presents data on the dangers and abuses 
that refugees and migrants interviewed by 4Mi witnessed 
and experienced in the Darien Gap between Colombia 
and Panama, and the assistance needed by respondents. 

Available in Spanish here. 

Assistance needed and received by 
refugees and migrants in Mexico

This snapshot offers an analysis on assistance needed 
and received by refugees and migrants in Mexico, based 
on 917 interviews in Mexico. 

Available in Spanish here. 

Socioeconomic backgrounds of 
refugees and migrants surveyed in 
Colombia and Peru

This snapshot, based on 3,042 interviews in Colombia 
and Peru provides an overview of the socioeconomic 
status and conditions of Venezuelan refugees and 
migrants before and during their journeys to Colombia 
and Peru. 

Available in Spanish here.

1

This snapshot offers an analysis on assistance needed and received by refugees and 
migrants in Mexico. It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted 
responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees 
and migrants in the country.

The snapshot presents an analysis of reported needs according to time spent in the 
country. Results shown in this snapshot are indicative: sample composition varied 
somewhat for each period and has not been weighted and may therefore account for 
some of the differences in findings.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean - 4Mi Snapshot – March 2022 

Assistance needed and received by refugees and migrants in 
Mexico

Highlights
• 83% of all respondents reported needing assistance but less than half of all 

respondents stated having received assistance during their migration journey.

• Needs are highest among respondents who had been in Mexico for less than 3 
months at the time of the interview.

• Cash, food and water were the most common needs among respondents; but legal 
assistance becomes the most frequent need for those in Mexico for more than 6 
months 

1        4Mi enumerators in Mexico were located in Tapachula and Tijuana. Data collection began later in Tijuana 
(end of April 2021) meaning that data from this location is more limited.

The analysis is based on 918 surveys conducted in Mexico between February and October 
2021, partially by face-to-face interview (97%) and partially by phone (3%). 68% of the 
surveys were carried out in Tapachula, 31% in Tijuana.1

Profiles

62% of respondents were men and 38% were women. 37% of the respondents were in 
the 18 to 25 and 37% in the 26 to 35 years age range. The average age of the sample 
was 30 years (see Table 1).

63% of respondents came from Honduras, 23% from El Salvador, 10% from Guatemala, 
3% from Nicaragua, and 1% from Venezuela.

Table 1. Age ranges and sex by length of stay in the country of 
interview

Women

Sex

1 month 2 to 3 
months

3 to 6 
months

6 months 
to 2 year Total

30%

Men

Age ranges

N

18-25

26-35

36-45

46-55

 > 55

Total (freq)

70%

40%

36%

18%

4%

1%

202 388 188 140 918

1% 2% 4% 2%

5% 6% 10% 6%

19% 18% 20% 19%

35% 43% 37% 37%

37%29%31%41%

59% 58% 64% 62%

38%36%42%41%

1

This snapshot provides an overview of the socioeconomic status and conditions of 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants before and during their journeys to Colombia and 
Peru. It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted responses on 
the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees and migrants 
in the country.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean - 4Mi Snapshot – February 2022 

Socioeconomic backgrounds of refugees and migrants 
surveyed in Colombia and Peru

Key findings
• For almost two-thirds (64%) of respondents, the amount of money initially planned 

to cover the journey was insufficient.

• Respondents in Peru appear to come from slightly more advantageous 
socioeconomic backgrounds which may have an impact on their journey and their 
ability to pay for it.

• Respondents in Colombia appear to have more precarious backgrounds, which 
may mean that they are more vulnerable on the journey, and on arrival in Colombia.

1        Significant differences identified throughout this analysis were found through z-tests at the 0.05 level of 
significance.

The analysis is based on 3,042 surveys, conducted between February and November 
2021, partially by face-to-face interview (45%) and partially by phone (55%). 2,021 
interviews took place in Colombia and 1,021 in Peru, In Colombia, 23% of the surveys 
were conducted in Barranquilla, 22% in Bogotá, 21% in Riohacha, 19% in Cucuta and 
the remaining 16% distributed in 15 different locations. In Peru, 55% of the surveys were 
conducted in Lima and 42% in Arequipa.

Profiles
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83% of respondents mentioned having children. However, only 68% of respondents 
reported traveling with minors. In Colombia, 85% of respondents reported having 
children and 70% were traveling with minors in their care. The proportion is lower among 
respondents in Peru: 79% reported having children and 63% were traveling with minors 
in their care.

In both Colombia and Peru, 71% of respondents were women and 29% were men. A 
significative difference1 of age distribution was found in the surveyed population: 
respondents in Peru were younger than respondents in Colombia (see Figure 1).

METHODOLOGY

DATA COLLECTION SITES:  
Paso Canoas, Ciudad Nelly,
Rio Claro (Costa Rica-Panamá 
border); San Carlos, Heredia,  
and Alejuela (Central Costa Rica);  
Los Chiles (Costa Rica-Nicaragua 
border)

DATA COLLECTION PERIOD: 
5 September - 8 November 2022

METHODOLOGY OF  
DATA COLLECTION:   
Face-to-face interviews

SAMPLE SIZE:   
268 respondents

4Mi INFOGRAPHIC

Access to information before and during the journey 
among refugees and migrants in Costa Rica

1 1 Servicio Nacional de Migración de Panamá (2022): Base dedatosabierta
2 USCIS (2022): Process for Venezuelans

3 GIFMM (2022): Actualización semanal - Situación de personas refugiadas y migrantes en 
tránsito en Necoclí (Antioquia), 7 noviembre 2022

Respondents profiles

Sex distributions of respondents

Age distributions of respondents

Profiles

31% of respondents were 
traveling with children in their 
care at the time of the interview

Men
57%

Women
43%

• 38% of respondents were in the 18 to 25 years age 
range during the data collection period.

Note: The 4Mi sample is purposive. Data presented in this 
snapshot cannot be considered as representative of the mixed 
migration dynamics in the region.
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This infographic presents data on access to information among refugees and migrants heading 
north, interviewed in Costa Rica. It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform 
targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees 
and migrants in the region.

Background
• In October 2022, 59,773 people heading north entered Panama through the Darien Gap, (+92% 

compared to August, and +24% compared to September). Between January and October, 211,355 
refugees and migrants entered Panama from the Darien Gap. Most were Venezuelans (70%).1

• On October 12, the US government announced a new legal pathway for Venezuelan nationals.2 
Applicants willing to enter the country regularly should apply from abroad and have a supporter 
in the United States, who will provide financial and other support. Venezuelan nationals would be 
ineligible if they irregularly entered Mexico or Panama after October 12 or had been ordered to be 
removed from the US in the past five years.

• In the weeks following the announcement of the new policy, the number of Venezuelans heading 
to Panama from Colombia has strongly decreased (-90% between the first week of October and 
the first week of November).3

• However, the transit of refugees and migrants of other nationalities from South to Central America 
through the Darien Gap continues.

1

METHODOLOGY

DATA COLLECTION SITES:  
Paso Canoas, Ciudad Nelly, 
Rio Claro (Costa Rica-Panama 
border); San Carlos (central 
Costa Rica); Los Chiles (Costa 
Rica-Nicaragua border)

DATA COLLECTION PERIOD: 
4  July  - 4 September 2022

METHODOLOGY OF  
DATA COLLECTION:  
Face-to-face interviews

SAMPLE SIZE:  
219 respondents

4Mi INFOGRAPHIC

Safety risks in the Darien Gap and assistance 
needed among refugees and migrants

1 Servicio Nacional de Migración de Panamá (2022). Base de datos abierta
2 R4V (2022). Alerta de situación: Refugiados y migrantes en tránsito en Necoclí

3 R4V (2022). Risk of ‘bottleneck’ of refugees and migrants in transit in Necoclí (Antioquia) 
4 El Nacional (2022). El drama en una localidad de Costa Rica por una abrupta llegada de 

migrantes venezolanos 

Respondents profiles

Sex distributions of respondents

Age distributions of respondents

Profiles

33% of respondents were traveling with
children in their care at the time of the interview

Men
60%

Women
40%

• 32% of respondents were in the 36 to 55 years age
range, compared to 17% in the sample of the previous
data collection period (from May/June 2022).

• The proportion of respondents mentioning Mexico
as destination is increasing (8%), compared to the
previous data collection period (1.5% in May/June 2022).

Note: The 4Mi sample is purposive. Data presented in this 
snapshot cannot therefore be considered as representative of the 
mixed migration dynamics through the Darien Gap
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This infographic presents data on the dangers and abuses that refugees and migrants interviewed 
by 4Mi witnessed and experienced in the Darien Gap, and the assistance needed by respondents. 
It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted responses on the ground, 
as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees and migrants in the region.

Background
• The Darien Gap is a dangerous region between the borders of Colombia and Panama, controlled 

by criminal groups. People transiting through this area face risks of death, violence, kidnapping, 
and extortion, among others.

• Mixed movements through the Darien are increasing: 29,527 people entered Panama through 
the Darien Gap from May to June 2022 and 53,637 from July to August 2022 (+81%). Between 
January and August 2022, 102,067 persons entered Panama from the Darien Gap. 67% were 
Venezuelans.1

• In the Darien region, the Government of Panama is currently receiving refugees and migrants in 
the Migration Reception Stations (ERM) of San Vicente and proceeded to temporarily reopen the 
ERM of Lajas Blancas in July.

• In July, protests in Panama blocked major roads and therefore refugees’ and migrants’ transit 
in Darien region.2 Local actors reported the presence of more than 3,300 people in Canáan 
Membrillo host community (with a capacity of 100 people).3

• In Costa Rica, local actors have voiced alarm that an increasing number of refugees and migrants 
are stranded, some of them living in the streets.4

1
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Safety risks and dangerous locations 
reported by refugees and migrants in 
Mexico

This snapshot, based on 918 interviews in Mexico, 
focuses on dangerous places and perceived risks. What 
kind of risks do refugees and migrants face? In which 
specific locations were risks most often reported? Who 
are the perpetrators?

Available in Spanish here.

The role of smuggling in Venezuelans’ 
journey to Colombia and Peru Latin 
America and the Caribbean (en, sp)

This snapshot offers an analysis of the smuggling 
activities used by respondents interviewed in Peru and 
Colombia, and how the Covid-19 pandemic has impacted 
the use of smugglers, based on 3,336 surveys conducted 
in Colombia and Peru.

Available in Spanish here.

1

Refugees and migrants from Central America often face safety risks and abuses during 
their journey north. 58% of all respondents said they had directly experienced one or more 
abuses during their journey. This snapshot focuses on dangerous places and perceived 
risks. What kind of risks do refugees and migrants face? In which specific locations were 
risks most often reported? Who are the perpetrators?1

This snapshot aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted 
responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees 
and migrants in the country.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean - 4Mi Snapshot – February 2022 

Safety risks and dangerous locations reported by refugees 
and migrants in Mexico

The analysis is based on 918 surveys conducted in Mexico between February and 
October 2021, mainly by face-to-face interview (97%) and partially by phone (3%). 68% 
of the surveys were carried out in Tapachula and 31% in Tijuana.2 Enumerators collect 
data on refugee and migrant journeys through Central America. 

Most respondents surveyed in Tijuana had taken the Pacific Route in Mexico, but some had 
already tried to migrate to the United States (US) previously, and taken other routes through 
Mexico, which they referred to in the survey. Direct observation by 4Mi enumerators and 
interviews with local actors also fed into this analysis.

62% of respondents were men and 38% were women. 37% of all respondents were 
between 18 and 25 years old, and an equal share was between 26 and 35 years old. The 
average age of the sample was 30 years (see Figure 1).

63% of respondents came from Honduras, 23% from El Salvador, 10% from Guatemala, 
3% from Nicaragua, and 1% from Venezuela.

Profiles

Key findings
• 76% of respondents identified at least one dangerous location along their migration 

route. 20% reported two or more dangerous locations. 58% of all respondents 
said they had directly experienced one or more abuses during their journey.

• The most frequently reported risks were robbery (90%), bribery or extortion (74%), 
kidnapping (39%) and non-physical violence (39%). 

• Guatemala City and border cities were the locations more often reported as 
dangerous on respondents’ journeys. 

• The risk of bribery and extortion was more frequently reported in Guatemala, while 
risks of physical violence, detention and kidnapping were more often reported in 
Mexico. 

• Likely perpetrators were most often reported to be criminal gangs (93%), followed 
by military or police (24%) and immigration officials (22%). 

1       4Mi asks about dangerous places and perceived risks. Respondents are reminded throughout that they do not 
have to answer these questions. They are asked to talk about dangerous places they have passed through, and not to 
rely on hearsay. For ethical reasons, only one question in the survey relates to direct experience of any violation, and 
respondents are again reminded that they do not have to answer. 

2        4Mi enumerators in Mexico are currently located in Tapachula and Tijuana. Data collection however began 
later in Tijuana (end of April 2021) meaning that data from this location is more limited.

1

Smuggling1 is a polarizing topic and public and policy discussions on the issue often are 
often based on assumptions rather than evidence and lack a nuanced and balanced 
perspective.2 The journey of Venezuelan refugees and migrants is often facilitated 
by smugglers. This snapshot offers an analysis of the smuggling activities used by 
respondents interviewed in Peru and Colombia, and how the Covid-19 pandemic has 
impacted the use of smugglers. It aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to 
inform targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the 
situation of refugees and migrants in the country.

MMC Latin America and the Caribbean - 4Mi Snapshot – January 2022

The role of smuggling in Venezuelans’ journey to Colombia 
and Peru 

The analysis is based on 3,336 surveys conducted in Colombia (2,378 surveys) and Peru 
(958 surveys). These interviews were carried out in two different time periods: 915 took 
place between November 2019 and March 2020, and 2,421 between February and 
September 2021 (see Figure 1).3 56% of the surveys were conducted by face-to-face 
interview and 44% by phone. 

Profiles

Key findings
• Most respondents (69%) used smuggling services during their journey. 

• The use of smuggling increased from 60% among respondents interviewed in 2019 to 
81% among those surveyed in 2021. 

• Smugglers go beyond facilitating border crossings: they also provide transportation 
within countries (38%), negotiate with authorities (16%), and provide water, food 
(13%) and (6%).

• While people on the move can see no alternative to using smugglers to migrate, and 
routes can be riskier otherwise, smugglers can also pose a danger: 26% of respondents 
identified them as perpetrators of abuse.

1      MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migration. 
These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing documents, 
transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees’ and migrants’ perceptions of smuggling and 
the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader than the UN Protocol against the 
Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply that MMC considers all activities it includes in its 
broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC prefers to use the term ‘human smuggling’ instead 
of ‘migrant smuggling’ as smuggling involves both refugees and migrants.
2         MMC (2021): Smuggling and mixed migration : Insight and key messages drawn for a decade of MMC research 
and 4Mi data collection

Colombia

Peru

Total

2019
Trim.4

Figure 1. Surveys per trimester

2020
Trim.1

2021
Trim.1

2021
Trim.2

2021
Trim.3 Total

379

422 493 693 885 843 3336

383 492 567 557 2378

43 110 201 318 286 958

3       Between March 2020 and February 2021, 4Mi implemented a different survey on the impact of Covid-19 for 
refugees and migrants, which did not include the same questions on smuggling.

68% of respondents were women and 32% were men. Respondents were more frequently 
aged between 26 and 35 (38%) and the average age of the sample was 33 years (see 
Figure 2). 
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Europe

The journey towards Italy for 
Pakistanis: drivers, routes and use of 
smugglers Europe

This first snapshot focuses on drivers, routes and use of 
smugglers of Pakistanis, drawing from 123 interviews 
conducted with Pakistanis in Italy between November 
2019 and September 2021. 

Available in Italian here.

The journey towards Italy for Sudanese: 
drivers, routes and use of smugglers 
Europe

This second snapshot focuses on drivers, routes and use 
of smugglers of Sudanese, drawing from 77 interviews 
conducted with Sudanese in Italy between November 
2019 and September 2021. 

Available in Italian here.

The journey towards Italy for Nigerians: 
drivers, routes and use of smugglers 
Europe

This snapshot focuses on drivers, routes and use of 
smugglers of Nigerians, drawing from 195 interviews 
conducted with Nigerians in Italy between November 
2019 and September 2021. 

Available in Italian here.

1

• Almost all respondents (97%) used a smuggler2 at some point during the journey, 
to cross borders (99%), and for transportation within countries (83%).

• 53% of respondents consider that smugglers did not help them in reaching their 
goal of migrating to another country – this may relate to most saying they have not 
reached their destination – and 63% believe that they were intentionally misled by 
them.

• Italy is not the preferred destination for the majority of respondents. 87% (n=67) 
plan to continue their journey, many to the UK (38/67) or France (16/67).

Profiles
This analysis draws from interviews with 77 Sudanese conducted face-to-face (n=72) and 
by phone (n=5) in Italy between November 2019 and September 2021.  All respondents 
had arrived in Italy within the past 5 years. All respondents are men, predominantly aged 
between 18 and 25 (82%), with some (18%) aged between 26-35. The majority had 
completed primary (45%) or secondary (36%) education, and a small percentage (10%) 
had completed university.

Our sample reflects the characteristics of Sudanese travelling towards Europe found in 
other research. According to recent studies, the great majority of Sudanese crossing the 
Mediterranean are men, while women are more likely to use legal channels (such as family 
reunification) to reunite with family members already in Europe. 

2 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular  
migration. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as 
providing documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' 
perceptions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately 
broader than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants' definition. However, this does not imply 
that MMC considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. 
MMC prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both 
refugees and migrants.

Sudanese are among the 10 most common nationalities for sea arrivals in Italy. Based on 
77 4Mi interviews conducted with Sudanese in Italy since November 2019, this snapshot 
offers an overview of their journey towards Europe, their migration drivers and their future 
intentions. The snapshot aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform 
targeted responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of 
refugees and migrants in the country.

Key findings 
• The majority of respondents moved from Sudan, through Chad or Egypt and Libya 

before crossing the Mediterranean to reach Italy. 

• The most common reasons for leaving Sudan were violence, insecurity and conflict 
(82%), and lack of rights and freedom (21%). War/armed conflict/terrorism was the 
principal violence-related migration driver for respondents who indicated violence as 
a driver.

• Most of the journeys were long and dangerous. 61%1 of the respondents took more 
than 2 years to arrive in Italy, and only a few arrived in less than one year (15%).

• Detention (especially in Libya) and lack of money are among the key factors for the 
length of the journeys.

1 Note that figures are presented in percentages for ease of reading, but the sample size is low, at 77 respon-
dents. Where the number of respondents to a question is lower than 77, this is noted and the fraction of 
respondents is indicated.

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – April 2022

The journey towards Italy for Sudanese: drivers, routes and 
use of smugglers

1

• 88% of respondents used a smuggler1 during the journey. While the majority used 
a smuggler to cross borders (92%), other ‘services’ were also commonly provided 
(i.e.in country transportation, food and water etc.). 

• 66% of the respondents considers that smugglers helped them in reaching their 
goal of migrating to another country but 44% believes that they were intentionally 
misled by them.

• Italy is the preferred destination for 67% of respondents. Of those who didn’t 
choose Italy as preferred destination (33%), around half still intend to move elsewhere 
while the rest decided to settle in Italy.

Profiles
This analysis draws from interviews with 123 Pakistanis conducted face-to-face (n=110) 
and by phone (n=13) in Italy between November 2019 and September 2021.  Almost 
all respondents (98%; n=121) are men. Even taking into account that the majority of 
Pakistanis in Italy are male (69%), the gender ratio in the sample may be due to men being 
more accessible or willing to be interviewed. All respondents had arrived in Italy within 
the past 5 years.  Respondents were predominantly aged between 18 and 35 (88%), with 
over half of them (65%) having a secondary or higher level of education.

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular  
migration. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as 
providing documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' 
perceptions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately 
broader than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply 
that MMC considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. 
MMC prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both 
refugees and migrants.

There are approximately 2.2 million Pakistanis in Europe, making the region a key 
destination for the Pakistani diaspora. Italy hosts approximately 120,000 Pakistanis, 
according to the Italian Ministry of Labour and a recent report on the migrants presence 
in Italy, the second-largest population after the UK (over 1 million people with Pakistani 
origins), and followed by Greece and France. This snapshot offers an overview of their 
journey to Europe, based on 123 4Mi interviews with Pakistanis recently arrived in 
Italy. The snapshot aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted 
responses on the ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees 
and migrants in the country.

Key findings 
• The majority of respondents started their journey in Pakistan, and transited 

through Iran, Turkey and Greece before crossing the Balkans to reach Italy. 

• Migration is prompt by a variety of intertwined factors. 48% of Pakistanis interviewed 
in Italy mentioned multiple reasons for leaving their country, the most common being 
violence, insecurity and conflict (54%), lack of rights and freedom (36%), and 
economic reasons (33%). War/armed conflict/terrorism was the principal violence-
related migration driver for over half of respondents who indicated violence as a driver.

• For many Pakistanis interviewed, the journey was long and fragmented. The majority 
used more than one mean of transportation (89%), and 72% took more than one 
year to reach Italy.

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – April 2022

The journey towards Italy for Pakistanis: drivers, routes and 
use of smugglers

1

• Half of respondents who used a smuggler agreed/strongly agreed (55%) that the 
smuggler helped them achieve their goal of migration, and only 18% disagreed/
strongly disagreed. However, 60% believe that they were intentionally misled during 
the journey by smugglers.

• 57% referred to Italy as preferred destination. Another 18% had decided to stay in 
Italy anyway, while the others still intend to move elsewhere.

Profiles
This analysis draws from interviews with 195 Nigerians conducted face-to-face (n=182) 
and by phone (n=13) in Italy between November 2019 and September 2021.  Women 
comprise 43% (n=83) of respondents and men 57% (n=112). All respondents had arrived 
in Italy within the past 5 years. Respondents were predominantly aged 18-35 years old 
(90%), with 42% having a secondary or higher level of education, and 41% having a 
primary level of education. 15% did not complete any schooling.

Figure 1. Sex and age ranges

Italy, with approximately 119.000 Nigerians on its territory, hosts the 
second-largest group of Nigerians in Europe (after the UK) and is “the most important 
destination for Nigerian victims of trafficking”. This snapshot offers an overview of the 
journey to Europe, based on 195 4Mi interviews with Nigerians in Italy. The snapshot 
aims to contribute towards a solid evidence base to inform targeted responses on the 
ground, as well as advocacy efforts related to the situation of refugees and migrants in 
the country.

Key findings 
• Respondents’ 3 main reasons for leaving Nigeria were violence, insecurity and conflict 

(52%), personal or family reasons (46%), and rights and freedoms (38%). As violence-
related drivers, women often mentioned SGBV and domestic violence.

• All Nigerian respondents followed the Central Mediterranean Route through Libya to 
arrive in Italy. The vast majority passed first through Niger (89%) (stopping in Agadez) 
then Libya (88%) (stopping in Tripoli and Sabha). 40% of those who stopped in Libya 
mentioned having been detained or otherwise held against their will.

• 88% of the respondents used a smuggler1 during the journey. Among these, 38% used 
several smugglers for different part of the journey. Women (44/63) more commonly 
reported using one smuggler for the entire journey compared to men.

• Smugglers provided respondents mostly with logistical support, both cross-border 
(90%) and in-country (59%).

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader than 
the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants' definition. However, this does not imply that MMC con-
siders all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC prefers 
to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both refugees and 
migrants.

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – April 2022

The journey towards Italy for Nigerians: drivers, routes and 
use of smugglers
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Articles

Those who remained – Migrant stories

This is a series of in-depth interviews with refugee and 
migrants’ family members who stayed behind — the 
events from their perspectives and the emotions that 
migration evokes for them. Sharing the stories of a mother 
who remained in Venezuela, a father in Afghanistan, and 
brothers in Burkina Faso, Kenya, and Tunisia, their stories 
are of success and failure, their concerns, the dangers of 
migration and the mixed emotions that accompany the 
departure of their loved ones.

“We will find a way”: Stories of Afghan 
refugees in Europe

The third and last episode of the stories of four Afghan 
women and men who the Mixed Migration Centre 
(MMC) has been following since their evacuation from 
Afghanistan to Italy in August 2021, following the 
Taliban takeover.

Let’s talk about Qatar. But let’s not 
stop there

As we seek to be responsible consumers of Football 
World Cup global spectacle, it is worth remembering 
that although it is right and good to shine a light on the 
abuses that have occurred in Qatar, we really can’t stop 
there. When it comes to countries taking problematic 
measures that dehumanize migrants, we are all throwing 
stones from glass houses.

Five migration solutions for Europe  
for 2023

European debates about migration are intractable, 
polarising, and broken, fuelling a downward spiral of ever 
more extreme policies aimed at keeping people out. To 
break this cycle, there’s a desperate need to reframe the 
conversation to focus on achievable policy goals that will 
benefit both people on the move and the countries they 
aim to reach
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Press release: Better solutions needed 
for mixed migration challenges

Better approaches and solutions are greatly needed to 
address today’s mixed migration challenges and protect 
the rights of all people on the move, says the Mixed 
Migration Centre (MMC) of the Danish Refugee Council 
(DRC), in its latest edition of the Mixed Migration Review, 
its annual publication.

Italy migration diplomacy: hanging out 
with the wrong crowd?

While the challenges Italy faces in unequal sharing 
of refugee and migrant arrivals within the EU are very 
real, and the request for EU support only fair, the current 
approach of the Italian government seems to actually 
undermine the possibility of a constructive dialogue at the 
EU level, alienating potential allies, while sympathizing 
with those governments least likely to support a practical 
solution to responsibility sharing and solidarity.

Stories of climate mobility: 
understanding the impacts, informing 
effective response

After an introduction to MMC, its work on mixed migration, 
and its  4Mi primary data collection programme  with 
refugees and migrants travelling in mixed migration 
routes, MMC presented some key findings from 
its  research on climate mobility  so far. These findings 
come from a number of stand-alone studies, 4Mi data, 
and MMC’s field research for the African Shifts report for 
the Africa Climate Mobility Initiative.

Unable to Leave: The Afghans Stuck in 
Afghanistan

Much has been written about Afghanistan over the 
past year. The speed of withdrawal by allied forces, 
the resurgence of non-inclusive governance, threats 
posed by al-Qaida and the Islamic State’s local branch 
(ISK), and challenges in responding to humanitarian 
emergencies have all taken headline space. Less has 
been written about “involuntarily immobile” populations 
stuck in the country and the risks facing these groups. 
In order to comprehend Afghanistan today, and prepare 
for the future, it is essential to understand the situation 
facing those left behind as Western forces withdrew.
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How should Europe respond to 
Russians fleeing the military 
mobilisation?

Compared to the numbers in some of the Central Asian 
countries, the number of Russian refugees coming to 
Europe is still relatively low. But it does raise an important 
question for European countries: what about Russian 
refugees, how should Europe respond? 

Article & Podcast: MMC Director Bram 
Frouws, about the asylum reception 
crisis in the Netherlands

This podcast and article are based on an earlier interview 
between journalist Priyanka Shankar and MMC director 
Bram Frouws, for Deutsche Welle, on the asylum 
reception crisis in the Netherlands. 

Andaman Sea: As movements from 
Myanmar and Bangladesh resume, 
safe routes are needed to avoid 
another crisis

On 24 May 2022, at least 17 Rohingya refugees were 
killed after their boat capsized in bad weather off 
the Myanmar coast. Children drowned. The victims 
were among some 90 Rohingya on board who were 
attempting to leave Sittwe – the capital of Rakhine state 
in Myanmar – for Malaysia. The number of journeys had 
fallen significantly early in the COVID-19 pandemic but 
have resumed in recent months, and these deaths are a 
tragic justification of increasing concerns for those taking 
the sea journey to Malaysia.

African intermediary cities are key 
actors for partnerships on urban 
migration governance

The Equal Partnerships project and the Mixed Migration 
Centre organized a migration workshop at the 9th Africities 
Summit, from 17th to 21st of May, in Kisumu, Kenya. 

The discussions are vivid on the 18th of May in the Africities’ 
tent number 14. “What made it possible for your city to 
start addressing questions of migration and displacement? 
How did you gain partners and funding? Which are the 
right city networks to join?” City representatives from 
Mali, Mauritania and Senegal have many questions 
for the Tunisian Vice-Mayors of Sfax and Sousse who 
have just shared their experiences on multi-stakeholder 
partnerships for urban migration governance.
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Promising signals: Will the Los 
Angeles Declaration deliver on its 
game-changing rhetoric?

On June 10th 2022, at the conclusion of the Summit of the 
Americas, the leaders of 21 states signed the Los Angeles 
Declaration on Migration and Protection. While groups of 
American states had taken part in regional mobility-related 
initiatives before, the Los Angeles Declaration represents 
the policy statement on migration with the broadest 
geographic participation in the Western hemisphere, with 
the US and Canada joining for the first time.

The declaration contains a clear recognition that 
migration across the Americas is here to stay and that any 
adequate response to population movements requires 
regional cooperation and long-term engagement.

Unwelcome Refugees: Afghans 
Continue to Face Pushback and 
Deportation

As half a million Ukraine refugees move west into 
Europe, what happens to the solidarity the world once 
shared for Afghans?

The noose is tightening around 
refugees and migrants in West Africa

While humanitarian projections for West Africa are 
extremely worrying in 2022, while forced displacements 
are the highest ever recorded in the region, and while 
aspirations for mobility will continue to be pressing, 
the migration of West African nationals is increasingly 
constrained. Yet it is an essential part of the solution. 

“Don’t forget about Afghanistan”: 
Stories of Afghan refugees in Europe

To keep a spotlight on Afghans, MMC has been following 
the paths of five Afghan asylum seekers who arrived 
in Italy after August 2021. The aim of this series is to 
better understand and share their individual stories, 
their experiences in accessing asylum or other forms of 
humanitarian protection, the perceptions, challenges, 
and opportunities in their socio-economic integration 
paths in countries of asylum, as well as their future 
aspirations and intentions.
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4Mi Cities: Partnerships with City 
Governments Are Key To Better Data 
on Urban Mixed Migration

Working in close partnership with three city governments 
(Medellín and Barranquilla in Colombia, and Mexico City 
in Mexico), MMC² designed and implemented a pilot 
data collection project to better survey refugees’ and 
migrants’ urban experience to cultivate improved policy 
and service provision at the city government level.

Bhasan Char one year on

One year since Bangladesh began relocating thousands 
of Rohingya refugees from Cox’s Bazar to Bhasan Char – 
a remote and cyclone-prone island in the Bay of Bengal, 
it’s time to take stock. While the Bangladesh government 
reports the relocation is “imperative” to decongest 
the overcrowded camps in Cox’s Bazar, it undermines 
long-term solutions and challenges refugees’ access to 
basic rights. The case of Bhasan Char, and the concept 
of refugee “warehousing” – the practice of indefinitely 
keeping refugees in situations of restricted mobility – 
are increasingly in need of focus on the region, where 
Australia, Thailand, Malaysia, and others have engaged 
in challenging refugee reception practices.

When war hit Ukraine. Reflections on 
what it might mean for refugee, asylum 
and migration policies in Europe

Beyond the initial and widely-covered emergency 
response, what are the potential broader consequences 
of the war in Ukraine for migration and asylum in the 
years to come? This article considers issues of legal 
status, non-Ukrainian refugees (including Russians), the 
differences compared to previous refugee response in 
Europe, onward movement, shifting power dynamics and 
response to future refugee and migrant arrivals, forgotten 
crises, ‘root causes’, the focus on numbers and IDPs.

What’s new? Analysing the latest 
trends on the Central Mediterranean 
mixed migration route to Italy

This article highlights shifts in mixed migration on the 
Central Mediterranean route towards Italy, in numbers, 
but mostly in terms of nationalities and routes, and tries 
to understand what these trends are telling us about the 
broader mixed migration dynamics currently ongoing in 
the Mediterranean region and beyond.
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Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates1

The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and relevant policy 
developments in the regions. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of secondary (data) sources, 
brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration analytical lens. 

1  The Quarterly Updates Q4 2022 are published early February 2023, and as such are not included in this annual catalogue. 
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MMC in the Media in 2022
A selection of media articles for which MMC experts were interviewed 

Political Instability, Water Scarcity in MENA Could 
Increase Migration in 2023 
(The Media Line, December 2022)

»Et relativt nyt fænomen«, der kan koste migranter livet, 
breder sig ved græsk grænse 
(Politiken, December 2022, interview with Danish media 
outlet Politiken on pushbacks)

Nombre record de migrants dans le monde, échec 
des réponses politiques 
(Radio-Canada, December 2022, interview with 
Canadian media outlet Radio-Canada, on global 
migration policies and the Mixed Migration Review 2022)

Five migration solutions for Europe for 2023 
(The New Humanitarian, December 2022)

EU interior ministers address migration challenges 
(Deutsche Welle, November 2022)

Will more Ukrainians flee to the European Union as 
winter bites? 
(Al Jazeera, November 2022)

Ethiopians found in Malawi mass grave thought to have 
suffocated 
(The Guardian, November 2022)

Should Europe shelter Russians fleeing mobilisation? 
(Al Jazeera, October 2022)

Housing crisis, politics behind Dutch asylum disaster 
(Deutsche Welle, August 2022)

El Sudan, clau en la tragèdia de Melilla 
(ARA, July 2022)

Making Peace with Migration 
(Peace Talks Radio, May 2022)

EU’s generosity to Ukrainian refugees should be a model 
for asylum 
(The New Statesman, May 2022)

Does Ukraine solidarity hurt aid elsewhere? 
(Deutsche Welle, April 2022) 
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MMC is a global network engaged in data collection, research, 
analysis, and policy and programmatic development on mixed 
migration, with regional hubs hosted in Danish Refugee Council 
regional offices in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and Latin 
America, and a global team based across Geneva and Brussels.

MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise. MMC aims to increase 
understanding of mixed migration, to positively impact global and 
regional migration policies, to inform evidence-based protection 
responses for people on the move and to stimulate forward 
thinking in public and policy debates on mixed migration. MMC’s 
overarching focus is on human rights and protection for all people 
on the move.

MMC is part of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC).

For more information visit:
www.mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration
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