
The Mixed Migration 
Centre in 2023 
Annual catalogue of research
& publications

The Mixed Migration Centre in 2023

Annual catalogue of research  
& publications



MMC’s work in 2023 was made possible through the generous support and close cooperation with various partners, 
including: Columbia University, Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the European Commission, European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid (ECHO), Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (FDFA), Friedrich-Ebert-
Stiftung, German Humanitarian Assistance, Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung, Horizon Europe, International Centre for Migration 
Policy Development (ICMPD), International Organization for Migration (IOM), the Maghreb Action on Displacement and 
Rights (MADAR), Meta, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC), the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands, Office 
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), United States Bureau of Population, Refugees 
and Migration (PRM), Robert Bosch Stiftung, Save the Children, Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation (SDC), 
the United Kingdom Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), the University of Edinburgh, United 
Nations Development Fund (UNDP), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), and the World Bank.
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This annual catalogue offers a compilation of 
publications and contributions to media articles by 
the Mixed Migration Centre in 2023. 

MMC is a global network engaged in data collection, 
research, analysis, and policy and programmatic 
development on mixed migration, with regional hubs in 
Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe and Latin America, 
and a global team based across Copenhagen, Geneva 
and Brussels.

MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise. MMC aims to 
increase understanding of mixed migration, to positively 
impact global and regional migration policies, to inform 

evidence-based mixed migration responses for people on 
the move and to stimulate forward thinking in public and 
policy debates on mixed migration. MMC’s overarching 
focus is on human rights and protection for all people on 
the move.

MMC is part of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC). 
While its institutional link to DRC ensures MMC’s work is 
grounded in operational reality, it acts as an independent 
source of data, research, analysis and policy development 
on mixed migration for policy makers, practitioners, 
journalists, and the broader humanitarian sector. 

For more information visit: www.mixedmigration.org  
and follow us at @Mixed_Migration

For a detailed introduction to the work of MMC, including our mission, vision, objectives, key 
achievements, partner testimonials and much more, refer to our brochure ‘Evidence and 
Insights on Mixed Migration’ and to our Strategy 2025. For a detailed introduction to our 4Mi 
data collection programme, click here.
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Foreword
The Mixed Migration Centre started 2023 by marking its 
5-year anniversary, and the publication of a snapshot 
listing key achievements and highlights and testimonials 
reflecting on our work by some of our partners. While 
proud of our achievements and convinced of our modest, 
yet important, contribution to improving migration 
policies and responses for migrants around the world, 
it was a cautious celebration. The unacceptable 
violence so many migrants continue to face on mixed 
migration routes globally, the severe protection gaps, 
the hardening public debate on migration, the rise of 
outright anti-migration and anti-foreigner movements 
on the political scene in many countries and the lack 
of progress towards a more comprehensive, rational 
and humane governance of migration, means there is 
no time, nor reason, for celebration. There is instead a 
continued urgent need for high-quality and balanced 
evidence to inform better migration knowledge, policy 
and programming, as well as a need to double-down on 
our efforts to ensure uptake of evidence in policy circles. 

In 2023, new conflicts have erupted, such as in Sudan 
and Gaza, inequalities have deepened and the need for 
migrant labour has increased in many Western countries, 
all affecting local, regional and global migration and 
displacement dynamics. The military coup in Niger, the 
increasing departures from Tunisia, the limited uptake 
of actual evidence in the EU’s persistent narrative and 
approach on migrant smuggling, to name just a few 
examples, all signal a persistent lack of progress, or 
sometimes simply failures, in addressing the challenges 
of mixed migration. All over the world, we continue to 
witness ever-more extreme actions and policies towards 
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, such as secret 
deportations on ferries, deliberately delayed rescue at 
sea leading to loss of life, and illegal pushbacks. 

In one particularly grim and extreme case, migrants 
did not die as an indirect result of state policy, but were 
deliberately killed by the state. In July, MMC launched the 
most shocking research the organisation ever worked 
on, highlighting the deliberate and targeted killing – 
through mortar attacks and snipers - of almost 1,000 
Ethiopian migrants in 2022 and 2023 at the Saudi 
Arabia–Yemen border by security officials operating 
under Saudi Arabian state authority. For years now, 
through the annual ‘Normalising the Extreme’ section 
of our Mixed Migration Review, MMC has been warning 
of the ever-more extreme approaches to stop migrants, 
but never before did we have to include such a case of 
widespread, state-led lethal and direct violence against 
migrants. Has Saudi Arabia now reached an all-time low 
in what looks like a shameful global race to the bottom? 
Where do we go from here? 

We, therefore, strongly believe that our mission remains 
as relevant as ever. In the past year this has been 
reflected by our growth. In 2023, with over 40 full-time 
employees, we have had more staff then ever before. 
MMC’s growing influence has also been reflected by 
more than doubling our media engagement compared 
to previous years, in addition to countless articles citing 
MMC’s research. 

In 2023, we published 24 reports and papers, 23 
snapshots, 16 website articles and 18 Quarterly 
Mixed Migration Updates. Our flagship data collection 
programme 4Mi remains the world’s largest globally 
comparable data collection system on migration: in 
2023, we interviewed 18,000 refugees and migrants on 
the move, bringing the total up to over 120,000 since 
we started, with new operations in countries as diverse 
as Burundi, Honduras, India, Poland, Senegal, South 
Sudan, and Thailand. But beyond the numbers, more 
importantly, we continue to invest in new methodologies 
and focus areas within our data collection and research, 
to ensure a deeper and more granular understanding 
of mixed migration dynamics on the ground. For 
example, through new survey modules on decision-
making and onward movement, on livelihoods, on use 
of social media, with people who identify as LGBTQI+, 
and by further developing and implementing our 4Mi 
longitudinal methodology through which we conduct 
remote follow-up interviews with migrants while they 
are on the move. This past year, we also invested in 
further behind-the-scenes organisational development, 
through an external formative review of MMC, the 
development of a new Theory of Change, and the 
development of a new global monitoring, evaluation 
and learning framework, to better define and track 
MMC’s influence on policy and programming. 

MMC’s experts have continued to present and, 
importantly, explain, the latest migration trends and 
dynamics and share our thinking and ideas through a 
wide range of global and regional events, ranging from 
larger conferences to small, closed-door discussions with 
policy makers. Through our engagement in migration 
dialogues such as the Khartoum and Rabat Processes, 
our role as penholder for the Global Forum on Migration 
and Development background paper on rights and 
migration, and public interviews addressing migration 
myths and migration policy solutions, we indeed, as 
mentioned above, double-down in our efforts to ensure 
that actual evidence makes it into policy development. 
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https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2023/12/22/q-and-a-2023-migration-and-forced-displacement-review
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/6-myths-migration
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/6-myths-migration
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/migration-policy-interview-bram-frouws


As every year, the publication of our annual flagship 
report the Mixed Migration Review (MMR), has been 
a highlight. Most migration takes place within rather 
than between countries and regions, and certainly not 
from the Majority World to the Minority World, despite 
common misconceptions among part of the general 
public and in some media coverage. Accordingly, the 
2023 MMR, while, as always, global in its coverage, 
offers a deliberately regional focus. We strongly believe 
this is crucial to avoid the disproportionate focus on 
south-north (irregular) migration in political and media 
debates, and to ensure our our analysis reflects actual 
migration dynamics on the ground. 

This is also why MMC continues to have its teams 
based within various regions and to focus on a wide 
range of regional mixed migration dynamics. In the 
Americas, MMC developed a new alliance with UNICEF 
in Honduras, focusing on children on the move. We 
also conducted an in-depth exploration of the role of 
social media in information access and decision-making 
for migrating populations, to contribute to better 
communication strategies around safer migration for 
refugees and migrants, closely working with partners 
in the region. 

In Asia, movements of Afghans and the changing 
dynamics after the Taliban take-over in 2021 continue 
to be an important focus area – not least through 4Mi 
interviews with Afghans in  Türkiye, Pakistan and India. 
At the same time, more than in previous years our focus 
has been on movements within South East Asia. In 
2023, in collaboration with the UNODC Observatory 
on Smuggling of Migrants, we interviewed nearly 4,000 
migrants and refugees in Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Thailand to gain a better understanding of smuggling 
dynamics in the region. We also continued to collect 
data and research on Rohingya refugee movements 
under the ‘Protecting Refugees in Asia’ (PRiA) project 
to address the protection risks and needs of refugees 
in Asia, with a particular focus on India, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and Thailand.

In North Africa, a new line of work was developed 
in Tunisia on social cohesion and the linkages with 
both immigration and emigration, using a unique 
participatory approach, while in West Africa we 
continued to focus strongly on smuggling dynamics in 
the Sahel, through rapid analysis on the anti-smuggling 
law in Niger (which was repealed by the military 
leadership that took control of the country after the 
coup), cooperation with OHCHR on human rights in the 
context of smuggling and cooperation with UNODC’s 
Transnational Organized Crime Threat Assessment 
(TOCTA), including MMC’s unique data from interviews 
with smugglers themselves.  

MMC’s footprint in Europe has been growing rapidly, 
contributing to a better understanding of mixed 
migration trends and dynamics within Europe, for 
example through two studies on migration dynamics in 
the Western Balkans and in France and Belgium and 
ongoing cooperation with UNODC on vulnerability to 
trafficking and exploitation of Ukrainian refugees. At 
the end of 2023, MMC Europe has ongoing research 
and data collection activities in five European countries 
(Poland, Switzerland, Germany, Italy and Spain) and will 
soon be starting up in two more (France and Belgium), 
with a team of six full-time staff. 

Ending the tour of regions, in Eastern and Southern 
Africa, we developed and implemented new qualitative 
research in Ethiopia and Somalia to research the 
impacts of climate change and environmental factors 
on short-term internal movements, following the 
prolonged drought which ended earlier in 2023, 
and linking these to longer cross-border migration. 
Meanwhile, we continued to monitor and analyse the 
wider mixed migration consequences of the ongoing 
conflict in Sudan with 2 published articles (see Round 
1 and Round 2) and maintained and expanded our 4Mi 
data collection in Djibouti, Somalia and Kenya (along the 
Eastern Route), Sudan (along the Central Mediterranean 
or ‘Northern’ Route), and Ethiopia and Kenya (covering 
multiple routes). Particular focus areas in 2023 were 
returns (including data collection in Burundi), and 
children and youth on the move. The latter has been an 
expanding area of work, with MMC providing evidence 
to programmatic responses to children on the move as 
part of consortia in East, West and North Africa, a close 
collaboration in UNHCR in North Africa, a cooperation 
with UNICEF in Honduras, our membership of the 
International Data Alliance for Children on the Move 
and the development of new methodologies to reach 
children, which all formed the basis for the publication 
of a paper with key messages on children and youth in 
mixed migration.  

Looking ahead to 2024, we will publish a joint report 
with UNHCR and IOM on migration routes through 
Africa heading north, utilizing the full 4Mi data set from 
the previous years, as a new iteration of a 2020 joint 
UNCHR-MMC report. We will continue to expand our 
work on climate mobility, through new projects in the 
Middle East and West Africa and will further develop our 
work on cities, on migrant smuggling – a phenomenon 
that remains so central to mixed migration – and other 
thematic areas such as returns – following up on new 
projects in 2023 on return and reintegration in Ethiopia, 
Burundi and Senegal. 
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https://mixedmigration.org/mmr2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/migration-experiences-children-honduras/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/digital-lifelines-social-media-venezuelan/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/changing-dynamics-afghan-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/changing-dynamics-afghan-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/the-criminalization-of-mobility-in-niger-the-case-of-law-2015-36/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/human-rights-migrants-smuggling-mali-niger/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/human-rights-migrants-smuggling-mali-niger/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/smuggling-of-migrants-in-the-sahel/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/western-balkans-trends-dynamics/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/northern-france-belgium-trends-dynamics/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F08%2F300_Drought-Climate-Displacement-Ethiopia-Somalia.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cbram.frouws%40mixedmigration.org%7C3d548c3fee954fed1d1a08dbfbc75e76%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C638380605947186547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s6Uffkd3Fj2utszeOSj%2F%2F93TBU67qnUurC9iknuZxNI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2023%2F08%2F300_Drought-Climate-Displacement-Ethiopia-Somalia.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cbram.frouws%40mixedmigration.org%7C3d548c3fee954fed1d1a08dbfbc75e76%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C638380605947186547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s6Uffkd3Fj2utszeOSj%2F%2F93TBU67qnUurC9iknuZxNI%3D&reserved=0
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/mixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/mixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.org%2Farticles%2Fmixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict-june-2023%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbram.frouws%40mixedmigration.org%7C3d548c3fee954fed1d1a08dbfbc75e76%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C638380605947186547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6q4wjkilNnCX6WEqFR1s1M1jBJWT0ykIWFIS20hMUaI%3D&reserved=0
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/on-this-journey-no-one-cares-if-you-live-or-die/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/on-this-journey-no-one-cares-if-you-live-or-die/
https://mixedmigration.org/resources/?keyword=&action=search&topic=65&type=&region=&ryear=&country=&language=


Most of all, we are as committed as ever to continue to 
provide credible evidence on mixed migration, to provide 
new ideas to address migration challenges and make 
the most of the opportunities and contribute to improved 
migration policies and programming, while always 
placing human rights and the voices of people on the 
move at the centre. 

On behalf of the entire MMC team, 

Bram Frouws

Director of the Mixed Migration 
Centre
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Mixed Migration Review 2022
Mixed Migration Review 2023

While presenting a wide-ranging global review keeping track of all mixed 
migration events and policy developments over the year, this Mixed Migration 
Review 2023 offers a deliberately regional focus, mainly through interviews 
with critical regional thinkers and practitioners in the sector, essays and 
snapshots spotlighting regional questions and in-depth and personal 
migrant stories. 

Essays are offering a space for different voices and opinions as the only way 
to advance migration debates and policy. This year’s essays dive deep into 
regional concerns of refugee reception and integration in South America; 
prospects for a continent-wide freedom to move in Africa; the impact of 
new immigration laws in the United States; Bangladesh’ mixed migration 
landscape; Lebanon’s crisis within a crisis and the mixed migration of Syrian 
refugees and an increasing number of Lebanese leaving the country, as well 
as examining whether the case of the Ukrainian refugee response offers a 
model for success or also reveals failures of the broader international refugee 
regime. Elsewhere the role of migration in North Africa’s foreign policy and 

diplomatic relationship with the EU is explored, and the extent to which Nordic countries are breaking with their past 
and becoming less welcoming to refugees and migrants. As always, the report also documents the best and worst 
behaviour by authorities in relation to mixed migration in the annual “Resisting and Normalising the Extreme” features. 

Throughout this review, selected themes, writers and interviewees speak from their regional perspectives and as 
voices from the majority world – including refugee and migrant countries of origins. As always this includes the five 
young writers who won this year’s essay competition.

Mixed Migration Review 2023
Highlights • Interviews • Essays • Data

Regional issues through regional perspectives
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Research reports and papers
Children and youth in mixed migration - Insights and key 
messages drawn from a decade of MMC’s research and 
4Mi data collection

This paper on “children and youth in mixed migration” summarizes MMC’s key 
messages on the topic, with an aim to provoke thoughts on how to address 
information gaps and take into account the specific dynamics, needs and 
vulnerabilities of children and youth travelling on mixed migration routes. 

Transit Migration and Development

Transit migration tends to be risky and usually involves an irregular and unsafe 
route for at least part of the migrant’s journey. Despite many challenges, transit 
migration can also generate positive spillover effects on the local economy, creating 
jobs and income opportunities. This paper analyses the political, economic and 
social impacts, as well as pressures faced by these municipalities and communities 
and provides policy recommendations to help national and local governments 
address the development challenges associated with transit migration. The paper 
was  produced and funded by KNOMAD‘s Thematic Working Group (TWG) on 
Special Issues. 

Digital lifelines - The use of social media networks among 
Venezuelan refugees and migrants heading north

This paper explores the use of social media by Venezuelans as they head north 
through the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region. It details survey respondents’ 
profiles, their preferred social media and messaging platforms, the reasons they 
communicate through these networks, and the connectivity challenges they face in 
accessing them. It also explores respondents’ most trusted sources of information, 
the persistence of information gaps and the risks associated with the presence of 
smugglers in digital spaces.

Available in Spanish here. 

Children and youth 
in mixed migration
Insights and key 
messages drawn from a 
decade of MMC’s research 
and 4Mi data collection

BRIEFING PAPER
  
DECEMBER 2023

WRITTEN BY:
Jane Linekar, Jennifer Vallentine

REVIEWED BY:
Bram Frouws, Roberto Forin

SUGGESTED CITATION:
Mixed Migration Centre (2022) Children 
and youth in mixed migration. Available 
at: http://www.mixedmigration.org/

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:
Simon Pegler

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Digital lifelines: The 
use of social media 
networks among 
Venezuelan refugees 
and migrants 
heading north 
4Mi data analysis

PAPER

NOVEMBER 2023

AUTHORS:  
Simon Tomasi, Daniely Vicari

REVIEWED BY:  
Jane Linekar, Ximena Canal Laiton

COPY-EDITING:  
Anthony Morland 

SUGGESTED CITATION:
Mixed Migration Centre (2023) Digital 
lifelines: The use of social media 
networks among Venezuelan refugees 
and migrants heading north. Available 
at: https://mixedmigration.org/resource/
digital-lifelines-social-media-venezuelan/

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:  
Simon Pegler
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https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/transit-migration-and-development/
http://www.knomad.org/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/digital-lifelines-social-media-venezuelan/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/digital-lifelines-social-media-venezuelan/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/307_Salvavidas-digitales_ES.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/children-and-youth-in-mixed-migration/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/transit-migration-and-development/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/digital-lifelines-social-media-venezuelan/


Migration 
experiences of 
children on the 
move through 
Honduras

PAPER

NOVEMBER 2023

WRITTEN BY: Ximena Canal Laiton

REVIEWED BY: Simon Tomasi, José Vélez 
(UNICEF), Jane Linekar

COPY-EDITING: Anthony Morland 

SUGGESTED CITATION:
Mixed Migration Centre (2023) Migration 
experiences of children on the move through 
Honduras. Available at: https://mixedmigration.
org/resource/migration-experiences-chil-
dren-honduras/

LAYOUT AND DESIGN: Simon Pegler

Migration experiences of children on the move through 
Honduras

This  paper explores the migration experiences of children  and caregivers 
on the move  in  Honduras.  The  research project was developed by MMC, the 
Centro de Desarrollo Humano (CDH), and the United Nations Children‘s Fund 
(UNICEF) Honduras to gather evidence regarding children on the move throughout 
Latin America and the Caribbean. The study contains an analysis and findings on 
children‘s and caregivers‘ travel conditions and impacts, perceived and experienced 
security risks during the journey, and humanitarian needs identified by caregivers 
surveyed in Honduras through the 4Mi project.

Available in Spanish here.

“We left after losing everything” The impact of drought on 
climate-related displacement in Ethiopia and Somalia

This research report focuses on the experiences of drought-affected Ethiopians and 
Somalis who have moved internally within the borders of their country of origin. It 
examines their profiles, drivers and triggers of movement, access to assistance and 
considerations around return or onward movement. This report aims to contribute 
to Strategic Objective 4 of the  Migrant Response Plan (MRP) for the Horn of 
Africa 2021-2024: building evidence, partnerships, and coordination to enhance the 
humanitarian response and migration management throughout the migration route.

Türkiye-Syria earthquake’s impact - on Afghan, Iranian, 
Iraqi and Somali migrants and refugees in Türkiye

On 6 February 2023, two earthquakes hit Türkiye, displacing 3.3 million people 
from the southern and central regions. While Adiyaman, Hatay, Kahramanmaras, 
Gaziantep and Malatya provinces were most severely affected, and Adana, 
Diyarbakir, Elazıg, Kilis, Osmaniye, and Sanliurfa were also directly impacted, the 
effects reached across the country. This paper explores its effects on the needs 
and migration decision-making of Afghan, Iranian, Iraqi and Somali migrants and 
refugees interviewed by MMC through the 4Mi programme in Türkiye.

“We left after losing everything”  
The impact of drought on climate-related 
displacement in Ethiopia and Somalia
 

MMC Research Report, August 2023

Türkiye-Syria 
earthquake’s impact 
on Afghan, Iranian, 
Iraqi and Somali 
migrants and 
refugees in Türkiye

PAPER

JULY 2023

WRITTEN BY:
Shreya Bhat

REVIEWED BY:
Jane Linekar

SUGGESTED CITATION:
Mixed Migration Centre (2023) Türkiye-
Syria earthquake’s impact on Afghan, 
Iranian, Iraqi and Somali refugees in 
Türkiye. Available at: https://mixedmi-
gration.org/resource/turkiye-syria-earth-
quake-impact/

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:
Simon Pegler
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https://mixedmigration.org/resource/migration-experiences-children-honduras/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/migration-experiences-children-honduras/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/migration-experiences-children-honduras/
https://www.centrocdh.org/
https://www.unicef.org/honduras/
https://www.unicef.org/honduras/
https://www.unicef.org/honduras/
https://mixedmigration.org/4Mi/
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/303_Migration_Children_Honduras_ES.pdf
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/drought-climate-displacement-ethiopia-somalia/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/drought-climate-displacement-ethiopia-somalia/
https://eastandhornofafrica.iom.int/regional-migrant-response-plan-horn-africa-and-yemen
https://eastandhornofafrica.iom.int/regional-migrant-response-plan-horn-africa-and-yemen
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/turkiye-syria-earthquake-impact/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/turkiye-syria-earthquake-impact/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/drought-climate-displacement-ethiopia-somalia/
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Western Balkans – Mixed Migration Trends and Dynamics

This study examines the irregular movement of refugees and migrants on the 
Western Balkan route towards the European Union, with a focus on nationals from 
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, and Pakistan. It provides detailed insights into intra-Western 
Balkans migration trends, the latest developments in smuggling dynamics, and the 
serious risks that vulnerable groups continue to face.

Northern France and Belgium – Mixed Migration Trends 
and Dynamics

This report presents the findings of a study into mixed migration dynamics in 
northern France and Belgium, including considerations regarding onward movement 
to the UK. Through a literature review and interviews in four locations in Belgium 
and northern France, it provides detailed insights into the interactions between 
policy and route dynamics and decision-making, current conditions in Belgium and 
northern France, and the serious risks faced by refugees and migrants in the region.

Use of social media among Nigerian refugees and 
migrants - on mixed migration routes: risk or protection 
factor?

This paper set out to explore experiences of abuse or exploitation among Nigerians 
during their migration journey, and how use of social media relates to a sense of 
increased risk or protection. In doing so it examines factors of gender, preferred 
destination and particularly smuggler use.

Northern France and 
Belgium: Mixed Migration 
Trends and Dynamics 

MMC Research Report, 
May 2023
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among Nigerian refugees 
and migrants on mixed 
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MIND THE INFORMATION GAP
Access to information and assistance of Ethiopian  

returnees throughout their migration journey

June 2023

Mind the information gap Access to information and 
assistance of Ethiopian returnees throughout their 
migration journey

This study seeks to understand Ethiopian returnees’ access to information during 
the different phases of their migration and return journeys: before their migration 
abroad, before their return journey to Ethiopia, and after their return. Studies have 
shown the extreme risks and abuses that Ethiopian migrants face while on outward 
migration journeys, which contribute to the traumas and challenges Ethiopians face 
upon return. The study examines how their access to information connects with 
their migration and return expectations and their access to assistance, as well as 
how information and assistance access may vary depending on returnees’ profiles 
and migration experience. 

Promoting Regional Responses to Rohingya Displacement 
in Southeast Asia

This discussion paper examines how humanitarian actors can strategically promote 
regional responses via global fora and regional institutions—namely the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the Bali Process on People Smuggling, 
Trafficking in Persons and Related Transnational Crime (Bali Process)— and in new 
or under-developed initiatives. It draws on the expertise of humanitarian actors, 
advocates and researchers to distil lessons from past efforts to promote regional 
responses and to suggest recommendations for actions that could be taken both 
within existing frameworks and towards new policy initiatives. 

Displaced from Ukraine to Bern - A case study on 
journeys, living conditions, livelihoods and future 
intentions

This paper explores new data collected by MMC on the profiles of people from 
Ukraine currently in Bern, their journey from Ukraine, drivers and aspirations, 
potential discrimination in the city, assistance and needs, livelihoods and income, 
and long-term migration intentions.

 

Table of Contents 
Executive Summary 2
Methodology 4
The Rationale for a Regional Response to Rohingya 
Displacement  

4

Existing Policy Frameworks  5
New Policy Responses 8
Cross-cutting strategies for promoting regional responses 10
Specific opportunities to advance regional responses 12
Endnotes 13

June 2023

Discussion Paper 

Promoting Regional Responses to Rohingya 
Displacement in Southeast Asia 

by Jessica Marsh

Displaced from 
Ukraine to Bern
A case study on 
journeys, living 
conditions, livelihoods, 
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This briefing paper is part of a series of three “sister” MMC 
publications covering displacement of people fleeing Ukraine 
in Europe, focusing on the cities of Berlin, Bern, Warsaw. You 
can find all three publications here.
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Displaced from Ukraine to Warsaw - A case study 
on journeys, living conditions, livelihoods and future 
intentions

This paper explores new data collected by MMC on the profiles of people from 
Ukraine currently in Warsaw, their journey from Ukraine, drivers and aspirations, 
potential discrimination in the city, assistance and needs, livelihoods and income 
and long-term migration intentions.

Displaced from Ukraine to Berlin - A case study on 
journeys, living conditions, livelihoods and future 
intentions

This paper explores new data collected by MMC on the profiles of people from 
Ukraine currently in Berlin, their journey from Ukraine, drivers and aspirations, 
potential discrimination in the city, assistance and needs, livelihoods and income, 
and long-term migration intentions.

Rohingya in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand - Refugee 
protection, human smuggling and trafficking

This paper highlights the key findings from the Research Report, “Refugee 
Protection, Human Smuggling, and Trafficking in Bangladesh and Southeast Asia”. 
The research aims to assess the risks and needs of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh 
and Southeast Asia across three thematic domains, with a particular focus on the 
national contexts of Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia. 
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Understanding the current and 
potential contribution of Rohingya 
refugees to the Malaysian economy

Research Report

March 2023

Understanding the current and potential contribution of 
Rohingya refugees to the Malaysian economy

This report is the outcome of participatory research conducted through collaboration 
between Rohingya-led community-based organisations (CBOs) and partners 
of the  Protecting Rohingya Refugees in Asia (PRRiA)  project. This study seeks 
to contribute to a better understanding of Rohingya refugees’ existing livelihood 
strategies and challenges in Malaysia. The research focuses on relevant employment 
profiles and challenges Rohingya refugees face, as well as their potential to 
contribute to the Malaysian economy to an even greater extent should their legal 
status and access to the labour market be formalised. 

Available in Malay here. 

Impact of Prolonged Immigration Detention on Rohingya 
Families and Communities in Malaysia

This research focuses on how Rohingya families and communities have been impacted 
in the immediate and longer term by Malaysia’s harsh and indefinite immigration 
detention policies. It also provides strategic and relevant recommendations for 
increasing access to protection and services for Rohingya refugees in Malaysia, not 
least the need for Alternatives To Detention (ATD) and a refugee-survivor-centred 
approach in policies and responses at both national and regional levels, in line with 
international protection and human rights standards.

Available in Malay here. 

Dakar, portrait d’une ville de migration un hub migratoire 
avec des défis et opportunités

The Mixed Migration Centre and the Heinrich Böll Foundation  have partnered 
to develop a portrait of Dakar as a city of migration. The study aims to provide 
a qualitative understanding of the experiences of migrants residing in Dakar. Four 
themes in particular emerged: drivers of migration to Dakar, needs and access to 
services, risks and vulnerabilities, and assistance and support found. The findings 
are intended to inform the activities of policy makers and civil society in support of 
migrants and refugees in Dakar.

Please note that the report is only available in French. 

Impact of Prolonged Immigration 
Detention on Rohingya Families and 
Communities in Malaysia

Research Report

May 2023

Produced by:

Dakar, portrait d’une 
ville de migration -  
un hub migratoire avec des défis 
et opportunités 

Rapport de recherche MMC, 
Mai 2023
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Southbound - Mixed migration routes, experiences and 
risks along the journey to South Africa

This report examines the key drivers and intentions, routes, and vulnerabilities of 
refugees and migrants travelling along the Southern Route, from East and the Horn 
of Africa, the Great Lakes, and Southern Africa to South Africa. The study aims to 
increase the evidence base on the experiences of refugees and migrants travelling 
along the Southern Route for policy actors and those providing protection and 
assistance to people on the move. 

Human rights in the context of smuggling - Perceptions 
and experiences of migrants in Mali and Niger

The Central Sahel countries of Mali and Niger are migration crossroads, both in terms 
of intra-regional migration and for journeys to North Africa or towards Europe on the 
Western and Central Mediterranean Routes. This study - based on 4Mi data collected 
with migrants in Mali and Niger in 2021 - aimed at promoting a human rights-based 
response to smuggling of migrants and examines respondents’ perceptions of their 
smuggler(s) and rationale for using them. It also looks at abuses and perpetrators 
cited by those who have used a smuggler; assistance and information needed en 
route; and perceived risks to children.

The Changing Dynamics of Afghan Migration after August 
2021

MMC Asia and the Pacific and the DRC Diaspora Programme commissioned this 
research to understand Afghan migration post-August 2021, identify demographics, 
risks, gaps in knowledge, regional responses, and concerns voiced by affected 
communities, and provide concrete and targeted recommendations for policy and 
program responses.

This report outlines factors that have shaped the motivations of Afghans to chart 
journeys out of Afghanistan, with a particular focus on the timeframe following 
the Taliban takeover in August 2021. The report also highlights risks that Afghans 
continue to face as they seek international protection or greater security. 

Human rights  
in the context of 
smuggling:
Perceptions and 
experiences of migrants 
in Mali and Niger
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Smuggling of migrants in the Sahel - Transnational 
Organized Crime Threat Assessment

This report is part of a  Transnational Organized Crime Threat Assessment 
(TOCTA) on the Sahel, focusing on Burkina Faso, Mali, and Niger, with information on 
Chad and Mauritania also incorporated. It explores the smuggling of migrants in the 
Sahel by examining the supply and demand for smuggling services, the main routes 
and market dynamics, the roles and responsibilities of smugglers, and the enablers, 
including corruption, of migrant smuggling in the Sahel. The report concludes with 
several policy implications. 

Captive commodities: “This route is like a fire” - 
Commodification, exploitation and missingness of 
Ethiopian irregular migrants on the Eastern Route to 
Yemen and Saudi Arabia

This study focuses on the experiences of Ethiopian nationals, travelling east out of 
Ethiopia towards Saudi Arabia for labour employment. This so-called Eastern Route 
has been the major mixed migration route for Ethiopian irregular labour emigration 
for well over a decade.

Climate and mobility case studies - Perceptions, attitudes 
and decision-making

The 2020 Africa Migration Report highlighted the need for “a new paradigm on 
African migration” and raising awareness of the link between climate change and 
forced mobility. The synthesis report and the individual case studies presented 
here - conducted in Nigeria. Angola, Uganda, Egypt, Malawi, Mozambique, and 
Senegal, under the Africa Climate Mobility Initiative, ACMI - aim to contribute to 
these ambitions and provide knowledge to support the Africa Agenda 2063, the 
Sustainable Development Goals, the priorities outlined by the Secretary-General for 
the 2019 Climate Action Summit and the proposed activities linked to climate change 
and migration by the African Union as part of the three-year implementation plan 
of action for the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration in Africa. 

A research report by Ravenstone Consult  

March 2023

Captive commodities
“This route is like a fire”

ravenstone consult

Commodification, exploitation and missingness 
of Ethiopian irregular migrants on the Eastern 

Route to Yemen and Saudi Arabia 

Climate and Mobility: Perceptions, 
attitudes and decision-making
Synthesis of field research findings

Summary of key findings
• Climate-related hazards were widely perceived to be worsening in the seven case study sites. 

For most people, this did not negatively affect perceptions of their own future wellbeing.

• There is an intersectionality in relation to the people living in the study locations who are 
experiencing the worst impacts of climate-related events: they are often also vulnerable 
according to other indicators, such as level of education or income.

• People living in the sites where research was undertaken are adapting, and are frequently 
optimistic about the future of the place, but these adaptation strategies rarely appear to be 
sustainable.

• Across the seven locations, immobility – staying in place, whether voluntarily or involuntarily – is 
much more common than any form of voluntary or involuntary mobility.

• For those who move from the study locations, the impacts of climate-related events are often 
one of a number of direct drivers of mobility, and can also be an underlying driver of mobility.

• Forced displacement from the study locations appears to be short-term and short-distance; 
migration is also often short-distance, but longer-term, often for years.

• Mobility among the researched populations is to a large extent an urban phenomenon; either 
movement within a city, or migration to a nearby city.

• The profile of who moves away from these study locations, particularly in terms of age and 
gender, appears to change according to the risks of staying – in terms of a threat to safety and 
security – as well as livelihood opportunities.

Shaping the Future of Mobility in Africa
January 2023
The Mixed Migration Centre initially shared these studies with ACMI in November 2021, to inform the 
extensive consultation process and ACMI’s final report..
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4Mi snapshots 

Asia and the Pacific 

Journeys of Pakistani migrants and 
refugees to Thailand

This snapshot explores the journeys of Pakistani 
migrants and refugees to Thailand, focusing on their 
reasons for leaving Pakistan, the routes taken to arrive in 
Thailand, their use of smuggling services and exposure 
to protection incidents en route. The snapshot also 
explores respondents’ access to assistance and needs 
upon arrival in Thailand.

Use of smugglers on the journey to 
Thailand among Cambodians and 
Laotians

This snapshot examines the use of smuggling among 
Cambodians and Laotians on their journey to Thailand. 
It examines respondents’ reasons for leaving their 
country of origin, access to smuggling services, and 
protection incidents experienced en route, as well as 
the involvement of state officials in smuggling between 
Cambodia-Thailand and Lao PDR-Thailand.

Understanding information sources 
and gaps among Afghan, Chin and 
Rohingya refugees in Malaysia

This snapshot examines access to information about 
routes, destinations, costs, and risks among Afghan, Chin 
and Rohingya refugees in Malaysia. It presents insights 
into the sources of information and the means used to 
obtain information both before and during the journey to 
Malaysia, information gaps and the implications these 
gaps have on decision-making.

Protection risks in Malaysia among 
Afghan, Bangladeshi, Indonesian, Chin 
and Rohingya people

This snapshot highlights abuse or rights violations 
experienced and witnessed by Afghan, Bangladeshi, 
Indonesian, and Myanmar Chin and Rohingya refugees 
and migrants in Malaysia, especially relating to their use 
of migrant smugglers. It examines the motivations for 
using smugglers, the perception of risks and incidents 
experienced en route, as well as the role of public officials 
and smugglers in their journeys.

1

• While 70% respondents reported locations within Pakistan to be dangerous, very few 
protection incidents were reported in locations outside Pakistan.

•	 Both	women	and	men	 identified	 cash	and	access	 to	 resettlement	among	 their	 top	
three	needs	in	Thailand.	Women	also	identified	safe	spaces	for	women	and	children,	
and men access to work.

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data from 182 4Mi surveys collected between January and June 
2023 among Pakistani migrants and refugees in Thailand,2 predominantly in Bangkok 
(91%). A majority of respondents were men (62%). A higher proportion (39%) were within 
the 26-35 age range and 28% were within the 36-45 age range. 42% of respondents had 
completed secondary or high school prior to their arrival in Thailand. More than half of the 
respondents (56%) reported not having any income for a year prior to leaving Pakistan. 
In terms of immigration status, a majority of respondents had sought international 
protection in Thailand – 46% were asylum applicants, 14% were refugees, and 11% had 
temporary protection status, while 15% had irregular status, and 14% had other forms of 
temporary residence. 

2 MMC uses a purposive and snowball sampling approach for 4Mi data collection and acknowledges that 
the data is not representative of the entire Pakistani population in Thailand. To maximise access to the 
population,	respondents	were	identified	through	various	means,	including	referral	by	community	leaders	
or organisations working with Pakistani migrants and refugees, as well as through enumerators’ social 
networks, and social media platforms.

This snapshot explores the journeys of Pakistani migrants and refugees to Thailand, 
focusing on their reasons for leaving Pakistan, the routes taken to arrive in Thailand, their 
use of smuggling1 services and exposure to protection incidents en route. The snapshot 
also explores respondents’ access to assistance and needs upon arrival in Thailand.

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership 
with	 the	 United	 Nations	 Office	 on	 Drugs	 and	 Crime	
(UNODC)	Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. 

Key findings
•	 Deprivation	of	rights	and	freedoms	(64%);	and	violence,	insecurity,	and	conflict	(58%)	

were the primary reasons reported for leaving Pakistan. Of those who left due to lack 
of rights and freedoms, almost all (97%) reported facing religious discrimination.

• A majority of respondents (66%) arrived directly to Thailand from Pakistan by plane, 
with the remainder transiting through countries like Malaysia, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE), Türkiye, and Cambodia.

•	 Respondents	 rarely	 used	 smugglers;	 only	 2%	 (three	 respondents)	 reported	 using	
services of a smuggler for a portion of their journey. 

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses vari-
ous activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular 
migration. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as 
providing	documents,	transportation,	and	accommodation.	This	approach	reflects	migrants’	and	refugees’	
perceptions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately 
broader	than	the	UN	Protocol	against	the	Smuggling	of	Migrants	definition.	However,	this	does	not	imply	
that MMC considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. 
This	publication	is	produced	in	partnership	with	the	United	Nations	Office	on	Drugs	and	Crime	(UNODC)	
Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ when it can reasonably 
be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of the UN Smuggling of 
Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) irregular entry and/or (b) 
financial	or	material	benefit,	could	reasonably	be	assumed	not	to	be	in	evidence.

MMC	Asia	and	the	Pacific	4Mi	Snapshot	–	December	2023

Journeys of Pakistani migrants and refugees 
to Thailand

1

(79%), while most Laotians were motivated by the perception that using smugglers 
would be easier (63%).

• Laotian respondents’ journeys with smugglers were more organised and indicated 
active involvement of employers in Thailand in organising the smuggling of prospective 
Laotian employees.  

•	 Cambodian	 respondents	 more	 often	 reported	 the	 involvement	 of	 state	 officials	 in	
smuggling (63%) than Laotian respondents (13%).

• Protection incidents were commonly experienced among Cambodian respondents 
(particularly women), while few Laotian respondents (2%) reported any dangers. 

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data from 494 4Mi surveys collected across Thailand between 
January and June 2023 among migrants and refugees from Cambodia (n=278) and Lao 
PDR (n=216). The surveys covered various regions in Thailand. Laotian respondents 
were distributed across Nakhon Phanom (82%), Nong Khai (8%), Loei (2%), Kalasin (2%), 
and other regions (6%), while Cambodian respondents were in Bangkok (62%), Pathum 
Thani (17%), Samut Prakan (6%), Chonburi (6%), Nonthaburi (4%), and other regions 
(5%). Recruitment of respondents was mainly done through referrals by acquaintances or 
friends (62%), community leaders (28%), or through other means (10%). The main criterion 
for recruitment was respondents’ time of arrival in Thailand – with all respondents having 
arrived within the last three years. 

Approximately half of Cambodian respondents were male (51%) with a majority 
(75%) aged between 26 and 45 (see Figure 1). 33% of Cambodian respondents were 
undocumented, while 31% were in possession of or had applied for a permit / visa, 15% 
were asylum seekers and 12% were refugees. Among Laotian respondents, 65% of 
respondents were male and the majority of respondents (93%) were aged 18-25. Almost 
all Laotian respondents (96%) were undocumented.

This snapshot examines the use of smuggling1 among Cambodians and Laotians on their 
journey to Thailand. It examines respondents’ reasons for leaving their country of origin, 
access to smuggling services, and protection incidents experienced en route, as well as 
the	 involvement	 of	 state	 officials	 in	 smuggling	 between	 Cambodia-Thailand	 and	 Lao	
PDR-Thailand.

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership 
with	 the	 United	 Nations	 Office	 on	 Drugs	 and	 Crime	
(UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. 

Key findings
• Almost all Cambodian respondents (96%) and most Laotian respondents (84%) used 

smugglers to facilitate their migration to Thailand.  

• Laotian respondents primarily migrated in pursuit of economic opportunities (99%). 
Economic reasons were also prominent among Cambodian respondents (72%) in 
addition to other factors such as lack of rights and freedoms (31%) and a ‘culture of 
migration’ (24%). 

•	 Smuggling	dynamics	vary	significantly	between	Cambodian	and	Laotian	respondents:	
Cambodians primarily used smugglers due to a lack of knowledge of alternatives 

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents,	transportation,	and	accommodation.	This	approach	reflects	refugees'	and	migrants'	percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader 
than	the	UN	Protocol	against	the	Smuggling	of	Migrants	definition.	However,	this	does	not	imply	that	MMC	
considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC 
prefers	to	use	the	term	'human	smuggling'	instead	of	'migrant	smuggling'	as	smuggling	involves	both	refu-
gees	and	migrants.	This	publication	is	produced	in	partnership	with	the	United	Nations	Office	on	Drugs	and	
Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ when 
it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of the UN 
Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) irregular 
entry	and/or	(b)	financial	or	material	benefit,	could	reasonably	be	assumed	not	to	be	in	evidence.

MMC	Asia	and	the	Pacific	4Mi	Snapshot	–	November	2023

Use of smugglers on the journey to Thailand 
among Cambodians and Laotians

1

• Though smugglers were reported as the main perpetrators of abuse or violations 
by 64% of respondents, using smugglers was also considered a safety measure, 
according to 79% of Myanmar Chin, 45% of Bangladeshi, 36% of Afghan and 11% of 
Rohingya respondents.

• Most respondents (71%) did not receive any assistance along the journey. Among 
those who did, 93% of respondents relied on smugglers for assistance related to food, 
water, and shelter, as well as information about the journey. 

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data from 1,666 4Mi surveys conducted between December 2022 
and May 2023 among Afghan (9%), Bangladeshi (17%), Indonesian (10%), Myanmar Chin 
(14%), and Rohingya (49%) refugees and migrants across Malaysia, including in Johor, 
Kedah, Kelantan, Kuala Lumpur, Pahang, Penang, Selangor, Seremban, and Terengganu. 
All Chin and Rohingya respondents had left from Myanmar. 

Respondents were mainly recruited for surveys through referrals by community leaders 
(48%) and referrals by acquaintances or friends (25%). The main criterion for recruitment 
was respondents’ date of arrival in Malaysia - all respondents had arrived within the 
previous three years. A majority of respondents (85%) were aged 18-35 years, although 
the majority of Indonesian respondents (63%) were over 35 years old. More than half 
of Rohingya respondents were women (57%), while a majority of respondents from 
the other four groups were men (see Figure 1). Most Afghan (49%), Bangladeshi (36%) 
and Myanmar Chin (52%) respondents had completed secondary or high school, while 
primary school was the highest level of education completed by a majority of Indonesian 
(69%) and Rohingya respondents (51%).   

This snapshot highlights abuse or rights violations experienced and witnessed by 
Afghan, Bangladeshi, Indonesian, and Myanmar Chin and Rohingya refugees and 
migrants in Malaysia, especially relating to their use of migrant smugglers.1 It examines 
the motivations for using smugglers, perception of risks and incidents experienced en 
route, as well as the role of public officials and smugglers in their journeys. 

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership 
with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. 

Key findings
• The majority of respondents (87%) used smuggler(s) during their journey to Malaysia; 

Indonesian respondents were the only group where a minority used smugglers (37%).

• Half of Bangladeshi (50%) and a majority of Myanmar Rohingya (65%) respondents 
reported experiencing physical violence on the journey, and 39% of Myanmar Chin 
respondents reported injury or ill-health caused by harsh conditions. Indonesian 
respondents did not report experiencing any incidents of abuse or violations.

• Public officials’ involvement in smuggling of migrants was higher among Indonesian 
(98%), Afghan (51%) and Rohingya (51%) respondents who used a smuggler, in 
comparison to Bangladeshi (25%) and Myanmar Chin (9%) respondents.

1 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 
activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular 
migration. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as 
providing documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' 
perceptions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately 
broader than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply 
that MMC considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. 
MMC prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both 
refugees and migrants. This publication is produced in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ 
when it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of 
the UN Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) 
irregular entry and/or (b) financial or material benefit, could reasonably be assumed not to be in evidence.

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – August 2023

Protection risks among Afghan, Bangladeshi, 
Indonesian, Chin and Rohingya people in Malaysia

1

Afghan and Chin respondents and 23 years for Rohingya respondents. As for educational 
background, more than one-third of respondents had completed primary school (39%) 
and 31% reported having completed secondary or high school. 

Figure 1. Profile of respondents 

Afghan
(n=150)

Chin  

(n=321)

Rohingya
(n=948)

Age  
group

18-25 45% 45% 76%

26-35 29% 39% 21%

36-45 17% 12% 2%

46-55 7% 3% 1%

55+ 1% 1% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100%

Gender

Women 25% 36% 59%

Men 75% 64% 41%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100%

Education 
level

Did not complete any schooling 9% 1% 31%

Primary school 34% 14% 48%

Secondary or high school 49% 53% 20%

University degree 7% 27% 0%

Vocational training 1% 5% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100%

This snapshot examines access to information about routes, destinations, costs, and 
risks among Afghan, Chin, and Rohingya refugees in Malaysia. It presents insights on 
the sources of information and the means used to obtain information both before and 
during the journey to Malaysia, information gaps and the implications these gaps have 
on decision-making.

Key findings
• Approximately 55% of respondents obtained information about routes, 

destinations, costs, and risks prior to their journey, while only 19% obtained 
information during their journey. 

• Personal social networks were the primary sources of information before the journey, 
but their usage decreased during the journey.

• The role of smugglers as a source of information grew to dominate during the 
journey, with 68% of respondents relying on them for information compared to 31% 
prior to the journey. Varied perception of smugglers as a reliable source of information 
suggested different smuggling dynamic between groups.

• In-person interactions were the most preferred means to obtain information before 
(82%) and during the journey (69%).

• Only 5% of respondents reported that they had received all the necessary information, 
highlighting a serious lack of access to information among respondents. 

Profiles
This snapshot is based on data collected from 1,419 surveys conducted between 
December 2022 and June 2023 among Rohingya (66.8%), Chin (22.6%), and Afghan 
(10.6%) respondents in Malaysia. The distribution of male and female respondents 
was balanced overall but varied between groups (see Figure 1). Around two-thirds of 
respondents (66%) fell within the 18-25 age group, with an average age of 29 years for 

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – September 2023

Understanding information sources and gaps among 
Afghan, Chin and Rohingya refugees in Malaysia
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Access to information and decision-
making among refugees and migrants 
in Türkiye

This snapshot focuses on access to information and 
decision-making among Afghan, Iranian, Iraqi, and 
Somali refugees and migrants in Türkiye. It presents a 
comparison of information sources and respondents’ 
means of obtaining information before and during the 
journey to Türkiye and considers how information affects 
respondents’ decision-making on migration.

Use of smugglers on the journey to 
Indonesia among Rohingya, Afghan 
and Somali refugees

This snapshot finds that Afghan, Somali and Rohingya 
4Mi respondents engage with smugglers in very different 
ways to reach Indonesia. It examines the routes taken 
by respondents, interactions with smugglers, and 
perceptions of smugglers’ roles in their migratory journey.

Rohingya refugees in Thailand: Profiles, 
drivers of migration and access to 
assistance

This snapshot explores the drivers and profiles of 
Rohingya refugees migrating to Thailand, as well as 
the assistance Rohingya require once they arrive there. 
Building on ongoing 4Mi data collection activities in 
Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, this snapshot also 
compares assistance received by Rohingya refugees in 
the different countries.
 

Detention as a protection risk en route 
to Türkiye

This snapshot provides information on where Afghans 
are reporting the risk of detention en route to Türkiye, and 
how the exposure to perceived detention risk changes 
depending on the use of smugglers. 

1

• Across all three groups, respondents approached smugglers directly or were introduced 
to smugglers by friends or family members. Smugglers rarely approached respondents: 
for 6% of Rohingya, 1% of Somali respondents and no Afghan respondents.

• Afghan and Somali respondents most often perceived smugglers as service providers. 
Yet, they did not often report smugglers as perpetrators of abuse. They also did not 
believe smugglers helped them achieve their migration goal. 

• A majority of Rohingya respondents perceived smugglers as criminals (70%) and as 
perpetrators of abuse (51%) who had intentionally misled them (99%) yet considered 
that smugglers had assisted them in achieving their migration goal.

Profiles
Findings presented in this snapshot are based on 635 4Mi surveys collected between 
January to March 2023 in Indonesia among refugees from Afghanistan (44%) and 
Somalia (28%), and Rohingya refugees (28%) from Myanmar and Bangladesh. Across all 
three groups, the majority of respondents were male (70% overall, ranging between 58% 
among Somalis to 77% among Afghans). The majority of respondents were aged 26-35 
(52%, ranging from 38% of Rohingya to 62% of Somalis). In terms of education, a little 
under half of the respondents (42%) had completed secondary or high school before their 
arrival in Indonesia, although this varied between profiles.

Introduction
Indonesia is a destination country for refugees, and a key transit country, for refugees 
intending to be resettled to third countries, as well as for those seeking to journey onwards 
to Malaysia. According to the UNHCR, as of November 2022, 71% of refugees in Indonesia 
are from Afghanistan, Somalia, Myanmar and Bangladesh.1 This snapshot finds that 
Afghan, Somali and Rohingya 4Mi respondents engage with smugglers2 in very different 
ways to reach Indonesia. It examines the routes taken by respondents, interactions with 
smugglers, and perceptions of smugglers’ roles in their migratory journey.

This snapshot is produced in the context of a partnership with the United Nations Office 
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants.

Key findings
• 96% of respondents used a smuggler. A majority of Afghan respondents (79%) and 

Rohingya respondents (92%) used one smuggler to facilitate their entire journey to 
Indonesia, while Somalis used multiple smugglers or used smugglers for only part of 
the journey. 

1 UNHCR Indonesia Figures at a Glance. 
2 MMC uses a broad interpretation of the terms ‘smuggler’ and ‘smuggling’, one which encompasses various 

activities — paid for or otherwise compensated by refugees and migrants — that facilitate irregular migra-
tion. These include irregularly crossing international borders and internal checkpoints, as well as providing 
documents, transportation, and accommodation. This approach reflects refugees' and migrants' percep-
tions of smuggling and the facilitation of irregular movement. Our interpretation is deliberately broader 
than the UN Protocol against the Smuggling of Migrants definition. However, this does not imply that MMC 
considers all activities it includes in its broad understanding of smuggling to be criminal offences. MMC 
prefers to use the term 'human smuggling' instead of 'migrant smuggling' as smuggling involves both refu-
gees and migrants. This publication is produced in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) Observatory on Smuggling of Migrants. The Observatory uses the word ‘smuggler’ when 
it can reasonably be assumed that the crime of migrant smuggling is constituted, as per Article 3 of the UN 
Smuggling of Migrants Protocol, while the word ‘facilitator’ is used whenever the elements of (a) irregular 
entry and/or (b) financial or material benefit, could reasonably be assumed not to be in evidence.

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – July 2023

Use of smugglers on the journey to Indonesia 
among Rohingya, Afghan and Somali refugees

1

Profiles
This snapshot is based on data collected from 3,160 Afghans across Türkiye between 19 
August 2021 and 31 October 2022 (for a list of locations, see Table 1). All respondents 
had reached Türkiye within 24 months of the survey being conducted. Among those 
surveyed, most respondents were male (80%) and between 26 to 34 years old (47%). 
Nearly one-third of respondents (28%) were travelling to Türkiye with children in their care.

More than half of the respondents (57%) were unregistered or otherwise without legal 
documentation, while the remainder held some form of documentation, such as an 
International Protection Applicant Card (31%), or a temporary resident permit or visa (10%).

Table 1. Locations of interview

Location (city) Number of surveys collected

Istanbul 637

Ankara 553

Van 469

Konya 435

Erzurum 249

Kayseri 222

Adana 173

Eskisehir 129

Balikesir 60

Izmir 38

Trabzon 33

Other locations 162

Total 3,160

Detention endangers the physical safety and psychological wellbeing of people on the 
move, blocks access to rights and services, and challenges durable solutions.1 Afghans 
without documentation are exposed to a risk of detention en route to Türkiye, including in 
Iran and Pakistan, as well as in Türkiye. In all three countries, Afghans who do not possess 
proof of registration as a refugee or an asylum seeker are at an immediate risk of arrest 
and detention.2 

This snapshot provides information on where Afghans are reporting the risk of detention 
en route to Türkiye, and how the exposure to perceived detention risk changes depending 
on the use of smugglers.

Key findings
• The majority of respondents (53%) report detention as a risk en route to Türkiye. 

Respondents most commonly reported a risk of detention in the city of Urmia (Iran), at 
the Iran-Türkiye border, and in the city of Van (Türkiye).

•	 Over	half	of	male	respondents	(56%)	identified	detention	as	a	risk,	compared	to	fewer	
than half of female respondents (41%).

• The risks of detention were more often reported among respondents aged 18-25 
(60%) and 26-34 (53%).

• The reported risk of detention was highest for respondents who made journeys over 
land (95.2%), followed by those who combined land and air transport (4.7%).

• The reported risk of detention was higher among respondents who did not use a 
smuggler (78%) than among those who used a smuggler (52%). In other words, for 
at least part of the Afghans on the move to and through Türkiye, using a smuggler is 
perceived to help keep them out of detention. 

1 Human Rights Watch (2021) Dismantling Detention International Alternatives to Detaining Immigrants
2 In Iran, Afghan refugees were issued Amayesh cards until 2002, and currently Afghan asylum seekers 

are issued headcount laissez-passers. In Türkiye, Afghan refugees are issued an International Protection 
Registration Document. In Pakistan, Afghan refugees and asylum seekers are issued a Proof of Registration 
(PoR) card or the Afghan Citizen Card (ACC).

MMC	Asia	and	the	Pacific	4Mi	Snapshot	–	February	2023

Detention as a protection risk en route to Türkiye

1

Profiles
This snapshot draws from 4Mi surveys conducted between January and April 2023 in 
Türkiye with 1,057 respondents from Afghanistan (38%), Iran (31%), Iraq (21%), and 
Somalia (10%). Overall, 69% of respondents were men, although this varied by nationality 
(see Figure 1). A majority of respondents (71%) were under 35 years old. Almost all 
respondents (94%) had at least completed primary school, with Afghan respondents 
being the exception - 14% did not complete any schooling. 

Figure 1. Profile of respondents

Afghan 
(n=405)

Iranian 
(n=330)

Iraqi 
(n=218)

Somali 
(n=104)

Age  
group

18-25 41% 18% 18% 40%

26-35 39% 50% 27% 58%

36-45 15% 21% 35% 1%

46-55 4% 9% 13% 1%

55+ 1% 2% 7% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100%

Gender

Female 24% 42% 27% 28%

Male 76% 58% 73% 72%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100%

Education 
level

Did not complete any schooling 14% 0% 0% 0%

Primary school 21% 1% 8% 1%

Secondary or high school 43% 45% 43% 32%

University degree 20% 51% 37% 66%

Vocational training 2% 3% 9% 1%

Other 0% 0% 2% 0%

TOTAL 100% 100% 100% 100%

This snapshot focuses on access to information and decision-making among Afghan, 
Iranian, Iraqi, and Somali refugees and migrants in Türkiye.  It presents a comparison of 
information sources and respondents’ means of obtaining information before and during 
the journey to Türkiye, and considers how information affects respondents’ decision-
making on migration.

Key findings
• Most respondents (77%) reported obtaining information about routes, destinations, 

costs, and risks before the journey, and just over half 51% obtained information 
during the journey. 

• Social networks are the main source of information, but so are online sources. 
Friends or family in another country were the primary source of information, both 
before (74%) and during (54%) the journey, followed by an online community or 
network (53% before the journey and 50% during the journey).

• Friends or family in another country (56%) and in country of departure (14%), and 
online community or network (10%) were the most reliable sources of information. 

• Access to a phone is important: most respondents relied on phone calls and social 
media or messaging apps to obtain information, with WhatsApp being the most 
widely used social media platform.

• The most common information gaps reported were information on official 
requirements to enter destination country (48%), information on life in destination 
(36%), and rights and access to justice while on the move (34%). 

• Almost all respondents (91%) reported that they would change their intended 
destination under certain circumstances, 42% if policy changes led to lower chances 
of entering their intended destination. 

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – July 2023

Access to information and decision-making 
among refugees and migrants in Türkiye

1

Profiles
This snapshot draws on data collected between January 2023 and April 2023 from 107 
Rohingya refugees in Thailand: 61 women and 46 men. Respondents were surveyed in 
three provinces in Thailand: Tak (88%), Phang Nga (8%), and Songkhla (4%). The average 
age of respondents was 36 years old, with the majority between the ages of 26 and 35. 
Almost half of respondents (48%) travelled with children. Over one-third of respondents 
completed primary school (41%), 30% completed secondary or high school, and 7% 
obtained a university degree. 21% reported that they did not complete any schooling. 
Almost all the respondents (96%) lacked legal documents for residence in Thailand.

Figure 1. Age group distribution by gender

This snapshot explores the drivers and profiles of Rohingya refugees migrating to 
Thailand, as well as the assistance Rohingya require once they arrive there. Building on 
ongoing 4Mi data collection activities in Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, this snapshot 
also compares assistance received by Rohingya refugees in the different countries.  

Key findings
• Lack of rights and freedom (78%); violence, insecurity, and conflict (76%) were 

reported as the primary drivers for migration. 
• 63% of respondents reported that they decided to migrate of their own accord, while 

37% of respondents reported that their decision to migrate was influenced by other 
people (family, friends, smugglers, etc.), which vary across gender.

• Almost all respondents (95%) started their journey to Thailand from Myanmar; 5% set 
off from Bangladesh. 

• Over half of respondents (66%) travelled to Thailand because it was the only route 
available to them.

• 86% of respondents reported that they required help to meet basic needs in Thailand, 
with food, cash, and water as the three most needed forms of assistance.

MMC Asia and the Pacific 4Mi Snapshot – May 2023

Rohingya refugees in Thailand: Profiles, drivers 
of migration and access to assistance
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Eastern and Southern Africa

Reintegration experiences of Burundi 
returnees

Against the backdrop of socio-economic difficulties 
and humanitarian funding challenges, this snapshot 
attempts to shed light on the reintegration experiences 
of Burundian returnees, focusing on the main challenges 
upon return, economic and social integration, assistance 
needs and intentions for the future.

Understanding the role of family 
reunification within mixed movements 
in Sudan

This snapshot sheds light on the role of family reunification 
in the movement decision-making of refugees and 
migrants in Sudan, the variety of family reunification 
processes and key obstacles to reunification. This 
snapshot is produced as part of a research partnership 
with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) focusing on children and youth on the move.

Refugee and migrant youth in Sudan - 
Profiles, access to income, protection 
risks and assistance needs

This snapshot sheds light on the profiles, income-
generating activities, perceived protection risks and 
assistance needs of young refugees and migrants 
aged 18-24 in Sudan. This snapshot is produced as 
part of a research partnership with UNHCR  focusing 
on children and youth on the move along the Central 
Mediterranean Route.

Refugee and migrant youth in Ethiopia 
- access to income, protection risks and 
assistance needs

This snapshot, produced in partnership with  Save the 
Children’s East African Migration Routes program, sheds 
light on the profiles of young refugees and migrants aged 
18-24 in Ethiopia, their access to income-generating 
activities in the country, the main protection risks they 
perceive and their assistance needs.

1

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 343 4Mi Return surveys conducted in April 2023 with Burundian 
respondents who had returned to Burundi between 6 months and 2 years from the date 
of interview.4 18% of respondents had spent less than two years abroad, 35% had spent 
between two and five years and 47% had spent more than 5 years abroad. The majority 
of respondents had returned from Tanzania (73%), followed by Uganda (13%), Rwanda 
(8%) the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR Congo) (4%) and Kenya (1%). 

Just over half (53%) were women and aged 35 or older (55%) (Figure 1). Education 
attainment levels were low, as most had not completed any schooling (54%) and 41% 
had completed only primary school. 

Figure 1. Sex and age of respondents

4 The purposive sampling strategy ensured respondents were also not engaged in cyclical/seasonal migra-
tion across the border, but rather had moved out of Burundi and returned on one occasion.

Since 2017, UNHCR has facilitated the voluntary repatriation1 of more than 210,000 
Burundians, from Tanzania (above 147,000), Rwanda (above 31,000), the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (above 14,000), Uganda (above 14,000) and other countries.2 
However, Burundi remains one of the least developed countries in the world and although 
the political climate has improved,3 the social system remains porous and fragile. Against 
the backdrop of socio-economic difficulties and humanitarian funding challenges, this 
snapshot attempts to shed light on the reintegration experiences of Burundian returnees, 
focusing on the main challenges upon return, economic and social integration, assistance 
needs and intentions for the future. 

Key findings
• Upon return, returnees most often faced challenges around finding housing (74%) and 

accessing food and water (49%).
• Returnees feel physically safe and secure in Burundi (85%), but economically insecure 

(48%). Economic vulnerabilities appeared higher among women returnees.
• Returnees in Makamba have access to income generating activities (91%), while those 

in Muyinga (18%) and Ruyigi (16%) do not. However, all are unable to cover all their 
household needs.

• Primary needs among returnees remain basic necessities (food, water, clothes) (78%) 
and housing (71%), even 6 months or more after return.

• Returnees are not planning to migrate away from their current locations in Burundi in 
the next 12 months (91%).

1 It is important to note that the voluntariness of returns is a complex issue, given that constraints such as 
strict encampment policies, a lack of livelihood opportunities and limited standards for critical service deliv-
ery (e.g. education and shelter) for refugees and migrants, to name a few, call into question the voluntari-
ness of returns under such severe conditions.

2 UNHCR (2023). Burundi Situation – Burundian refugees in the region, 30 June 2023.
3 IOM (2023). Burundi – Stability Index Round 1 (May 2023).
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Reintegration experiences of Burundi returnees
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Key findings
•	 17%	of	respondents	who	expressed	a	family	reunification	aspiration	reported	it	as	one	

of	the	reasons	for	leaving	their	country	of	origin,	while	98%	of	respondents	cited	it	as	
a	factor	determining	their	intended	destination.	

•	 51%	of	respondents	said	their	intended	destination	was	Canada,	18%	cited	Europe,	
16%	Australia,	5%	the	USA,	4%	South	Africa	and	6%	other	countries.

•	 Respondents	were	seeking	to	reunite	with	their	brother/sister	(39%),	uncle/aunt	(18%),	
spouse/partner	(17%)	and	mother/father	(15%).	

•	 Women	more	often	 cite	 reuniting	with	a	 spouse/partner	 (26/88)	 compared	 to	men	
(4/93).

•	 82%	of	respondents	were	aware	of	formal	family	reunification	processes	and,	among	
them,	78%	are	using	these	processes.	

•	 Respondents	engaged	 in	 formal	 family	 reunification	processes	most	often	reported	
these	were	being	undertaken	through	UNHCR	(83%)	and	IOM	(63%).

•	 Most	respondents	(60%)	had	been	engaged	in	a	formal	family	reunification	process	
for	less	than	6	months.

•	 95%	 of	 respondents	 faced	 difficulties	 in	 the	 family	 reunification	 process,	 most	
frequently	linked	to	accessing	the	required	documentation	(59%).

Data and profiles 
This	snapshot	draws	on	181	4Mi	surveys	conducted	remotely	with	adult	 refugees	and	
migrants	in	Sudan	in	2022,	who	were	purposefully	sampled	based	on	family	reunification	
being	 either	 a	 driver	 in	 their	 decision	 to	 move	 or	 a	 factor	 in	 their	 choice	 of	 intended	
destination.2	The	majority	of	respondents	were	interviewed	in	Greater	Khartoum	(91%),	

2	 These	are	respondents	to	MMC’s	4Mi	survey	who	answered	additional	questions	on	family	reunification.	
Such	questions	were	added	to	the	4Mi	survey	for	a	limited	period	in	2022	for	the	purpose	of	this	research.	
To	understand	how	such	dynamics	feature	in	MMC’s	broader	4Mi	sample:	Of	1,655	4Mi	surveys	collected	
with	refugees	and	migrants	in	Sudan	from	February	2021	–	November	2022,	24%	reported	that	reunifying	
with	family	was	either	a	reason	for	departing	from	their	country	of	origin	or	a	factor	in	determining	their	
intended	destination.			

Refugees and migrants engaged in mixed movement are rarely able to move with their 
entire	families,	as	conflicts	in	origin	countries	can	lead	families	to	become	separated	or	
the	movement	of	single	family	members	may	be	part	of	a	family’s	strategy	to	spread	risk	
in	the	face	of	crisis.	Reuniting	with	one’s	family	members,	therefore,	features	as	a	driver	
of	migration,	either	via	formal	channels,	often	assisted	by	international	organizations,	or	
informal	ones	in	the	form	of	irregular	movement.1	Between	March	and	November	2022,	
MMC	conducted	181	4Mi	surveys	with	respondents	with	a	family	reunification	aspiration.	
This	snapshot	sheds	 light	on	the	role	of	 family	reunification	 in	the	movement	decision-
making	of	refugees	and	migrants	in	Sudan,	the	variety	of	family	reunification	processes	
and	 key	 obstacles	 to	 reunification.	 This	 snapshot	 is	 produced	 as	 part	 of	 a	 research	
partnership	with	the	United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Refugees	(UNHCR)	focusing	
on	children	and	youth	on	the	move.

Note:	Data	collection	for	this	snapshot	took	place	prior	to	the	conflict	that	began	
in	Sudan	on	the	15th	of	April	2023.	As	fighting	continues	it	can	be	expected	that	
increasing	numbers	of	refugees	and	migrants	who	are	in	Sudan	and	are	able	to	
flee	will	do	so, with	three	options:	seeking	a	safer	place	within	Sudan,	returning	to	
their	home	country	or	secondary	displacement	to	another	country.	Owing	to	their	
existing	vulnerabilities,	many	if	not	most	refugees	and	migrants	caught	up	in	the	
conflict	will	be	trapped	and	unable	to	flee.	As	data	for	this	snapshot	were	collected	
prior	to	these	events,	the	findings	presented	here	on	the	needs	of	young	refugees	
and	migrants	 in	Sudan	have	 likely	 shifted	and	 increased	due	 to	active	 security	
threats	and	a	dire	humanitarian	situation.	MMC	has	recently	published	an	article	
on the mixed	migration	consequences	of	Sudan’s	conflict.

1	 Non-biological	family	relationships	often	do	not	qualify	for	formal	reunification	programs,	prompting	 
refugees	and	migrants	to	organize	their	own,	often	irregular	movements	to	rejoin	family	abroad.
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Understanding the role of family reunification within 
mixed movements in Sudan
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35% of the recorded refugee and asylum seeker population in Ethiopia are adolescents 
and youth (aged 12-24 years),1 around 280,000 people, and this does not include those 
with irregular status. Information on the specific profiles, conditions and needs of youth 
is however scarce. This snapshot, produced in partnership with Save the Children’s East 
African Migration Routes program, sheds light on the profiles of young refugees and 
migrants aged 18-24 in Ethiopia, their access to income-generating activities in the 
country, the main protection risks they perceive and their assistance needs. 

Key findings
• Respondents perceived different protection risks for young women and men in Ethiopia, 

with young women considered to be mostly facing the risks of verbal abuse, sexual 
violence and physical violence, while young men more often face risks of physical 
violence, detention and extortion. 

• The majority of respondents who perceived detention as a risk for young men (27 out 
of 39) and women (25 out of 32) had an irregular migration status at the time of the 
interview.

• Close to half (47%) of interviewed youth do not have a source of income in Ethiopia, the 
majority because they are not able to find a job.

• The majority of respondents (79%) said they need assistance and many reported 
multiple needs. The most common forms of assistance identified were access to work, 
cash and shelter.

• Social networks within Ethiopia seem quite strong: in an emergency, the majority of 
respondents would reach out to family and relatives living in the current location (53%) 
or neighbors (44%).

1 UNHCR (2023) UNHCR Ethiopia. UNHCR Ethiopia – Operational update – January 2023. 

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 169 4Mi surveys conducted with refugees and migrants aged 
18–24 years in Ethiopia in December 2022. Respondents were interviewed in Addis 
Ababa (78%) and Mega-megado in Southern Ethiopia (22%). All respondents had arrived 
in Ethiopia less than two years prior to the interview, and 13% had started their journey 
as minors.

The sample is composed of 61% men and 39% women. The largest nationality group 
is Eritreans (58%), followed by Kenyans (22%), South Sudanese (14%), Sudanese (4%), 
Yemenis (1%) and Somalis (1%). The majority (61%) of respondents stated they had not 
reached the end of their journey – all Kenyan respondents had completed their journey. 
Preferred destinations were Canada (46%), Europe (29%) and the United States of 
America (16%). Almost half (49%) had completed primary school education while 28% 
had finished secondary education. A smaller proportion (6%) had received vocational or 
university education while 17% had not obtained any form of education.

Sexual exploitation and abuse are key risks for 
young women, in addition to physical violence 
and verbal abuse for all youth
Protection risks in Ethiopia were perceived as higher for young women than for young 
men. Young women are perceived to be most exposed to verbal abuse (43%) and sexual 
violence (38%), as compared to young men or other incidents.2 Respondents considered 
that young men most often faced physical violence in Ethiopia (37%), followed by verbal 
abuse (27%), detention (25%) and extortion (21%). A quarter of respondents did not 
report any perceived risks for young refugees or migrants (Figure 1).

2 Stigma around sexual violence, especially towards men, may mean that this is underreported.
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Refugee and migrant youth in Ethiopia - access 
to income, protection risks and assistance needs
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Key findings
• 52% of interviewed youth reported having some form of income in Sudan, most 

notably through work, either casual work (33/90) or regular paid jobs (23/90), while 
over one third received money from family or relatives (36/90).

• The most common protection risk that respondents perceived for female and male 
youth in Sudan was verbal abuse/non-physical violence (62% citing this for both 
female and male youth). Sexual violence was the second-most perceived protection 
risk for female youth (37%). Perceived risks of physical violence (27% for female 
youth vs. 29% for male youth), insecurity (26% vs. 28%) and discrimination (26% vs. 
25%) followed.

• Respondents considered domestic work to carry the highest risk of labour exploitation 
for both young men and women.4 

• All interviewed youth reported needing assistance, mostly in the form of resettlement, 
access to work and medical assistance.

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 172 4Mi surveys conducted remotely with refugees and migrants 
aged 18-24 years in Sudan in 2022, who had been in the country for less than two years.5 
This group was purposively sampled based on their age. Respondents were interviewed 
in Khartoum (70%) and Kassala (29%; 9% in Kassala town and 20% in Wad Sharife). The 
majority of respondents had arrived in Sudan less than 6 months before the interview.
 

4	 Defined	as	per	ILO Forced Labour Convention 1930: All work or service which is exacted from any person 
under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself or herself voluntarily. 

5 In Sudan, youth respondents represented approximately 36% of MMC’s overall 4Mi dataset in 2022.

Sudan is at the centre of mixed movements from East and the Horn of Africa towards 
North Africa and Europe, serving as a host, transit, and origin country for refugees and 
migrants. An estimated 122,0001 out of more than 1.1 million refugees and asylum seekers2 
are youth in Sudan, whereas the proportion of youth within the migrant population is 
unknown.3	Based	on	4Mi	survey	data,	this	snapshot	sheds	light	on	the	profiles,	income-
generating activities, perceived protection risks and assistance needs of young refugees 
and migrants aged 18-24 in Sudan. This snapshot is produced as part of a research 
partnership with the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) focusing 
on children and youth on the move along the Central Mediterranean Route.

Note:	Data	collection	for	this	snapshot	took	place	prior	to	the	conflict	that	began	in	
Sudan	on	15	April	2023.	As	fighting	continues	it	can	be	expected	that	increasing	
numbers	of	refugees	and	migrants	who	are	in	Sudan	and	are	able	to	flee	will	do	
so, with	three	options:	seeking	a	safer	place	within	Sudan,	returning	to	their	home	
country or secondary displacement to another country. Owing to their existing 
vulnerabilities,	many	if	not	most	refugees	and	migrants	caught	up	in	the	conflict	
will	be	trapped	and	unable	to	flee.	As	data	for	this	snapshot	were	collected	prior	
to	these	events,	the	findings	presented	here	on	the	needs	of	young	refugees	and	
migrants in Sudan have likely shifted and increased due to active security threats 
and a dire humanitarian situation. MMC has recently published an article on the 
mixed	migration	consequences	of	Sudan’s	conflict.

1 Figures provided by UNHCR Sudan, January 2023.
2 UNHCR (2023). UNHCR Sudan Data Portal (as of 28 February).
3 Sudan hosts approximately 775,570 migrants. IOM (2023). DTM Sudan.
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Refugee and migrant youth in Sudan - Profiles, access 
to income, protection risks and assistance needs
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Children and caregivers on the move in 
Ethiopia: Profiles, risks and needs

Ethiopia currently hosts over 823,000 refugees and 
asylum seekers with over half of them being children. 
This snapshot, produced in partnership with the East 
African Migration Routes program of Save the Children, 
provides valuable insights into the experiences of refugee 
and migrant caregivers in Ethiopia, and the needs of the 
children under their care.

Experiences of Ethiopian returnees in 
Saudi Arabia: Employment and unmet 
expectations

This snapshot examines the profiles and experiences of 
Ethiopian returnees from Saudi Arabia, interviewed after 
their return to Ethiopia. This snapshot also reflects on 
the expectations of Ethiopian returnees of life in Saudi 
Arabia and their experiences of detention and explores 
how this shapes respondents’ willingness to encourage 
migration. 

Reintegration experiences and future 
aspirations of Ethiopian returnees

On March 30th, 2022, the Governments of Ethiopia and 
Saudi Arabia reached an agreement to repatriate more 
than 100,000 Ethiopians in an irregular situation in the 
Gulf country. Also, in July 2022, the Ethiopian Government 
committed to return Ethiopians who were living in ‘dire 
situations’ abroad through organized repatriations. 
This snapshot examines the reintegration experiences 
of Ethiopian returnees and their future movement 
aspirations. 

The impact of the drought on migration 
from Ethiopia to Djibouti: Migration 
triggers and household decision-
making

The Horn of Africa is facing the most severe drought in 
more than 40 years, affecting an estimated 36 million 
people. This snapshot – produced together with IOM 
- examines the impact of the drought on international 
migration along the Eastern Route towards the Arabian 
Peninsula, shedding light on the profiles, drivers and 
mobility patterns of affected Ethiopians interviewed in 
key points of transit in Djibouti.

1

Saudi Arabia hosts about 750,000 Ethiopian migrants with about 60% (450,000) likely 
to have travelled to the country through irregular means.1 On March 30th 2022, the 
Governments of Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia reached an agreement to repatriate more 
than 100,000 Ethiopians irregularly residing in the country, many of whom were detained 
in poor conditions rife with abuse.2 This snapshot examines the profiles and experiences 
of Ethiopian returnees in Saudi Arabia, interviewed after their return to Ethiopia. This 
snapshot also reflects on the expectations of Ethiopian returnees of life in Saudi Arabia 
and their experiences of detention and explores how this shapes respondents’ willingness 
to encourage migration.

Key findings
• Women respondents had spent longer periods of time in Saudi Arabia than men, with 

53% having lived there for over five years, as compared to 16% of men.
• All women who had earned an income in Saudi Arabia reported earning it through 

domestic work and cleaning, while 80% of men had earned an income in the agriculture 
and pastoralism sector.

• A majority of respondents (54%) did not acquire skills that would help them improve 
their economic opportunities in Ethiopia.

• More than half of the respondents (51%) had lacked knowledge of what life would be 
like in Saudi Arabia before migrating.

• 74% of respondents said that their experience in Saudi Arabia had not met their 
expectations.

• 95% of respondents had been held in detention in Saudi Arabia relating to their 
migration status, with the majority (78%) for more than a month and up to one year. 

• A majority of respondents (89%) are unlikely to encourage others to migrate.

1 IOM (2022). “Funding Needed to Assist Over 100,000 Ethiopian Migrants Returning from the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia”.

2 Human Rights Watch (2021) “Saudi Arabia repatriates hundreds of detained Ethiopians” 

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 356 4Mi Returns surveys conducted in January 2023 with 
Ethiopians who had returned from Saudi Arabia and been back in Ethiopia for between 
6 months and 2 years prior to the date of interview. At the time of interview, the vast 
majority of respondents were in their regions of origin, with the exception of those from 
Tigray, whom were interviewed in Addis Ababa. 65% of respondents were men and 35% 
were women. Figure 1 provides a breakdown of the sample by age, region of origin and 
level of education. Interestingly, 21% reported they were of school age while in Saudi 
Arabia. In addition, the education profiles of respondents are consistent with those of 
migrants travelling along the Eastern Route.3 

Figure 1. Overview of sample by age, region of origin and education 
level (n=356)

Age Region of origin

18-24 25-34 35+ Amhara Oromia SNNP Tigray Addis 
Ababa

Other4

28% 58% 14% 66% 21% 6% 4% 2% <2%

No schooling Primary  
education

Secondary  
education

Vocational training or 
tertiary education

24% 56% 18% 2%

3 IOM (2022). A region on the move 2021: East and Horn of Africa.
4 Benishangul Gumz, Harari, Afar and Dire Dawa.
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Experiences of Ethiopian returnees in Saudi 
Arabia: Employment and unmet expectations
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Ethiopia currently hosts over 823,000 refugees and asylum seekers, primarily from South 
Sudan, Somalia, and Eritrea, making it the third largest host of refugees and asylum 
seekers in Africa. Of these refugees and asylum seekers, over half are children.1 This 
does not include less visible irregular migrant populations and migrant children, whose 
profiles and needs are not well studied. This snapshot, produced in partnership with the 
East African Migration Routes program of Save the Children, provides valuable insights 
into the experiences of refugee and migrant caregivers in Ethiopia, and the needs of the 
children under their care.

Key findings
• The majority (83%) of caregivers began their journey with children, and about 70% 

stated they would have made the same choices about their journey even if they were 
not travelling with children, suggesting that routes and methods of travel were not 
influenced by travelling with children.

• Over half (55%) of the respondents reported being the sole caregiver for the children. 
Among these caregivers, a majority (40 out of 64) were women. Additionally, only 29% 
had a source of income, highlighting the vulnerability of caregivers and the children in 
their care. 

• A significant proportion (27%) of respondents were caring for children experiencing 
difficulties due to health problems.

• Children faced protection risks both along the journey and at the location of interviews. 
Girls in particular were perceived to be at risk of verbal abuse, physical violence, sexual 
violence and forced marriage. Boys were more at risk of physical violence and detention. 

1 UNHCR (2023) UNHCR Ethiopia. UNHCR Ethiopia – Operational update – January 2023

• The needs of children varied by location and by movement aspirations: respondents 
in Addis Ababa cited the need for socio-educational activities, followed by healthcare 
and psychosocial support, while respondents in Mega cited the need for education, 
food and healthcare. 

Data and profiles 
This snapshot offers insights based on 108 surveys conducted in December 2022 with 
refugees and migrants in Ethiopia who were either travelling or living with children 
under their care. At the time of interview, 55% were in Addis Ababa, while 45% were 
in Mega-Megado in Southern Ethiopia, near the border to Kenya. The survey targeted 
individuals who had arrived in Ethiopia less than two years before the interview. 

60% of respondents were women and 40% were men. 47% were aged between 25 
and 34, 20% between 18 and 24, and 32% 35 or older. Respondents’ nationalities were 
Kenyan (45%), South Sudanese (21%), Eritrean (21%), Sudanese (6%), Somali (6%) and 
Yemeni (2%). In Mega-Megado, all respondents were Kenyan.

Also in Mega-Megado, all respondents had reached the end of their journey. In Addis, 
where other nationalities were interviewed, 12 out of 60 respondents had reached the 
end of their journey, while 44 had not and 4 were uncertain. The majority of those who 
had not completed their journey expressed a desire to settle in Europe (13), Canada (9) or 
the United States of America (8), while 9 did not know.  

MMC Eastern and Southern Africa Snapshot – June 2023

Children and caregivers on the move in Ethiopia: 
Profiles, risks and needs

1

More than 800,000 Ethiopians are estimated to have left the county in the past five years, 
often moving irregularly, in search of economic opportunities,1 fleeing conflict and violence 
and linked to extreme drought conditions.2 On March 30th 2022, the Governments of 
Ethiopia and Saudi Arabia reached an agreement to repatriate more than 100,000 
Ethiopians in an irregular situation in the Gulf country. Also, in July 2022, the Ethiopian 
Government committed to return Ethiopians who were living in ‘dire situations’ abroad 
through organized repatriations.3 This snapshot examines the challenges experienced 
upon return and the future movement aspirations of returnees. 

Key findings
• A majority of respondents are financially insecure upon return to Ethiopia: 79% reported 

challenges earning an income or livelihood upon return, and 52% felt economically and 
socially insecure upon return. 

• Feeling failure and shame (38%) was the second most-cited challenge upon return, felt 
more often among youth.

• A minority of respondents stated they had received assistance upon return (38%), with 
a disparity in assistance access across gender as 17% of women respondents had 
received assistance, as opposed to 46% of men.

• Most respondents plan to stay in their current location in Ethiopia for the next 12 
months (75%) while only a few planned to remigrate (5%).

1 IOM (2021). More than 800,000 Ethiopians migrated abroad over the past five years.
2 MMC (2022). 4Mi Snapshots: The impact of the drought on migration from Ethiopia to Djibouti and Somalia.
3 MMC (2022). Quarterly Mixed Migration Update Eastern and Southern Africa | Egypt & Yemen – Q3.
4 IOM (2021). Return migration dynamics in five Ethiopian communities of high emigration.

Data and profiles
This snapshot draws on 504 4Mi Returns surveys conducted in January 2023 with 
Ethiopians who had returned to Ethiopia between 6 months and 2 years from the date of 
interview. The majority (73%) of respondents had initially migrated from Amhara, 18% 
from Oromia and 4% from SNNP (Figure 1). This is consistent with emigration data from 
Ethiopia which identifies Amhara, Oromia and SNNP as regions of high emigration.4 At 
the time of interview, the vast majority of respondents were in their regions of origin, with 
the exception of those from Tigray, who were interviewed in Addis Ababa.

Figure 1. Respondents’ region of origin
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The Horn of Africa is facing the most severe drought in more than 40 years, affecting an 
estimated 36 million people.1 Under the 2022 and 2023 Migrant Response Plan for the 
Horn of Africa and Yemen, MMC and IOM have partnered to generate an evidence base 
on the different mobility patterns linked to the drought crisis. This snapshot examines 
the impact of the drought on international migration along the Eastern Route towards 
the Arabian Peninsula, shedding light on the profiles, drivers and mobility patterns of 
affected Ethiopians interviewed in key points of transit in Djibouti.2

Key findings
• 25% of respondents who had left drought-affected areas of Ethiopia reported their 

community was affected by a lack of rainfall and that their decision to leave was linked 
to environmental factors.

• Drought impacted respondents’ households through loss of livestock (53%), increasing 
food prices (46%) and loss of income (43%). 

• Loss of livestock and crops were each cited as key triggers of the decision to migrate by 
over half of the respondents (57%).

• 75% of respondents reported that one or more other members of their household had 
also left their place of origin due to drought, mostly moving within Ethiopia (62 out of 94).

• Household members who stayed in their place of origin most often did so to care 
for land (62%), livestock (47%) and other household members (45%), according to 
respondents who had moved.

1 OCHA (2022). Horn of Africa Drought: Regional Humanitarian Overview & Call to Action.
2 An accompanying snapshot on migration from Ethiopia to Somalia is available here.
3 Data from Ali Sabieh were limited owing to challenges with data collection in this location and does not reflect a lack of potential respondents. Agencies working on the ground in Ali Sabieh report not only the presence of 

drought-affected international migrants, but also a greater proportion of women and children, relative to other locations. Future rounds of data collection by MMC will seek to more adequately target this location.
4 No respondents from Afar cited their community was affected by lack of rainfall before their departure. 

Data and profiles
This snapshot focuses its analysis on 126 surveys with Ethiopians who said their movement 
was influenced by drought. Data were collected in October and November 2022 in Obock 
(45%), Tadjourah (36%), Djibouti City (15%) and Ali Sabieh (4%).3 Respondents hailed 
from the Oromia (63%), Amhara (30%), SNNP (5%) and Somali (2%) regions of Ethiopia.4 
75% of respondents had departed their regions of origin in 2022, while others in 2021 
(22%) and 2020 (3%), highlighting that most left after the 4th and 5th consecutive failed 
rainy seasons. This may shed light on the timing of decision-making, and when people 
affected by drought turn to migration as a livelihood strategy.

Figure 1. Respondents’ region of origin by location of interview

MMC Eastern and Southern Africa Snapshot – February 2023

The impact of the drought on migration from Ethiopia to 
Djibouti: Migration triggers & household decision-making 
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The impact of the drought on migration 
from Ethiopia to Somalia: Migration 
triggers and household decision-
making

This snapshot – produced together with IOM - examines 
the impact of the drought on international migration 
along the Eastern Route towards the Arabian Peninsula, 
shedding light on the profiles, drivers and mobility 
patterns of affected Ethiopians interviewed in key points 
of transit in Somalia.

Europe

Access to information and decision-
making among migrants and refugees 
who took the Western Balkan route

This snapshot focuses on the migration experience of 
refugees and migrants from Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh interviewed in Northern Italy after crossing 
the Western Balkan route. It examines respondents’ 
access to migration-related information before and 
during the migration journey, the information gaps that 
they faced and the role of information in their decision-
making around the journey.

Latin America and the 
Caribbean 

Children on the move through 
Honduras - Migration experiences and 
security risks

This infographic presents caregivers’ reporting on the 
experiences and security risks faced by children and 
adolescents on the move through Honduras. 
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The Horn of Africa is facing the most severe drought in more than 40 years, affecting an 
estimated 36 million people.1 Under the 2022 and 2023 Migrant Response Plan for the 
Horn of Africa and Yemen, MMC and IOM have partnered to generate an evidence base 
on the different mobility patterns linked to the drought crisis. This snapshot examines 
the impact of the drought on international migration along the Eastern Route towards 
the Arabian Peninsula, shedding light on the profiles, drivers and mobility patterns of 
affected Ethiopians interviewed in key points of transit in Somalia.2 

Key findings
• 51% of respondents who had left drought-affected areas of Ethiopia reported their 

community was affected by a lack of rainfall and that their decision to leave was linked 
to environmental factors.

• Drought impacted respondents’ households through loss of income (80%), crop failure 
(66%), loss of livestock (65%), food scarcity (53%), crop disease (45%) and high food 
prices (44%).

• Loss of crops (72%), loss of livestock (65%) and increase in food prices (52%) were 
cited as key triggers of the decision to migrate.

• 58% of respondents’ household members did not move from their location of origin, 
mainly because they did not have enough money for all to move (45%) or to care for 
other household members (45%).

• Among those with at least one family member who had also moved from their place 
of origin, the majority specified they had moved internally, near their place of origin in 
Ethiopia (48/81).

1 OCHA (2022). Horn of Africa Drought: Regional Humanitarian Overview & Call to Action.
2 An accompanying snapshot on migration from Ethiopia to Djibouti is available here.

Data and profiles
This snapshot focuses its analysis on 208 surveys with Ethiopians who said their 
movement was linked to drought. Data were collected in November and December 2022 
in Bosaso (69%) and Hargeisa (31%). Respondents were originally from the Oromia 
(80%), Somali (9%), Amhara (6%) and SNNP (5%) regions of Ethiopia. 63% of respondents 
had departed their regions of origin in 2022, while others in 2021 (31%) and 2020 (3%), 
highlighting that most left after the 4th and 5th consecutive failed rainy seasons. This may 
shed light on the timing of decision-making, and when people affected by drought turn to 
migration as a livelihood strategy.

Figure 1. Respondents’ region of origin, by location of interview in 
Bossaso and Hargeisa

MMC Eastern and Southern Africa Snapshot – February 2023

The impact of the drought on migration from Ethiopia to 
Somalia: Migration triggers & household decision-making 

Disclaimer: This map is for illustration purposes only. The boundaries and names shown and the designations 
used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by MMC and IOM.
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Profiles
Findings presented in this snapshot are based on 403 4Mi surveys collected between 
February and May 2023 in Northern Italy1 among refugees and migrants from Pakistan 
(n=229), Afghanistan (n=143) and Bangladesh (n=31) (see Figure 1). Considering the small 
sample among Bangladeshis, any analysis of this group must be interpreted with caution. 
All respondents were male.2 The majority of respondents were either aged 18-24 (45% 
overall, ranging from 40% among Pakistanis to 52% among Afghans), or aged 25-34 
(42% - see Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Age and nationality

1 Surveys were collected in two Italian cities: the vast majority in Trieste, at the Eastern border with Slovenia 
(97.5%); and a small minority in Ventimiglia, at the Western border with France (2.5%). In Trieste, interviews 
were mostly conducted either in public gathering spaces or a day centre where several local NGOs provide 
basic services to all, including refugees and migrants.  

2 Women were extremely hard to access, and only two female respondents were interviewed within the 
framework of the project. Such a low number of respondents does not allow for any meaningful quantitative 
data analysis on gender, so this data was discarded from this analysis.

Introduction
Italy is both a country of destination and a key transit country for people on the move intending 
to reach other European countries. This snapshot focuses on the migration experience of 
refugees and migrants from Afghanistan, Pakistan and Bangladesh interviewed in Northern 
Italy after crossing the West Balkan route. It examines respondents’ access to migration-
related information before and during the migration journey, information gaps that they 
faced and the role of information in their decision-making around the journey.

Key findings
• A majority of respondents obtained information about the journey: 70% of 

respondents obtained information about routes, destinations, costs, risks prior to 
migrating, and 80% obtained information during their migration journey.  

• The most frequent sources of information were informal, and social. Before starting 
their journey, this included friends or family in another country (53%); smugglers (34%); 
the online community (25%); and friends or family in country of departure (also at 
25%).  During the journey, other migrants were by far the most cited source (72%), but 
friends and family in another country and smugglers also remained among the most 
frequently mentioned sources, in second (25%) and third (24%) place respectively. 
More formal sources were scarcely reported.

• The most reliable sources of information were other migrants (35%), followed 
by friends and family in another country (28%), the online community (12%) and 
smugglers (12%).

• The most common information gaps related to legal processes regarding migration 
and asylum (41% of respondents reporting needing this information and not having 
it), safety and security along the journey (30%), and conditions of journey (19%).

• New information does not appear to impact on major migration decisions: most 
respondents would still have undertaken the migration journey knowing what they 
know now (51%), while only a small minority said that the information they received 
during the journey changed their migration plans (16%).

MMC Europe 4Mi Snapshot – July 2023

Access to information and decision-making among migrants 
and refugees who took the Western Balkan route
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METHODOLOGY

SAMPLE SIZE:   
687 refugee and migrant caregivers 
surveyed

DATA COLLECTION SITES:  
Choluteca, Trojes, El Paraíso (Honduras 
- Nicaragua border); Tatumbla and
Comayagüela (central Honduras); Aguas
Calientes and Ocotepeque (Honduras -
Guatemala and El Salvador border)

DATA COLLECTION PERIOD: 
15 May - 15 July 2023

METHODOLOGY OF 
DATA COLLECTION:  
Face-to-face surveys

1 National Institute of Migration, Irregular Migratory Flow: https://inm.gob.hn/estadisticas.html. Accessed on 18/07/2023. 
2	 The	country’s	official	statistics	do	not	provide	disaggregated	data	on	children	and	adolescents	under	the	age	of	18.
3 Protection Cluster - Southeast Border Local Team. SitRep No. 2. 

Respondents’ profiles

Sex distributions of respondents Profiles

Men
34%

Women
66%

• The majority	of	the	surveyed	caregivers	were	women,
as they informed our enumerators that they held the 
primary care responsibility for the children during  
the journey.

• The majority of caregivers (60%) were solely
responsible	for	the	children	they	travel	with.	This	
proportion	is	higher	in	surveyed	women	(65%)	than	
in	surveyed	men	(50%).

Note:	The	4Mi	sample	is	purposive.	Data	presented	in	this	
infographic	cannot	be	considered	as	representative	of	the	mixed	
migration dynamics in Honduras.

n=687

4Mi INFOGRAPHIC
Migration experiences and security risks of 
children on the move through Honduras
This infographic presents caregivers’ reporting on the experiences and security risks faced by 
children and adolescents on the move through Honduras. This document is part of MMC’s 4Mi 
conducted with UNICEF Honduras and the Centro de Desarrollo Humano (CDH) in Honduras.

Background
• According	 to	official	 statistics,	between	 January	1	and	 July	15,	2023,	a	 total	of	154,614
refugees	and	migrants	entered	Honduras	irregularly;	+252%	compared	to	the	same	period
in 2022.1 Among the entries registered, 60% were adult men, 23% were adult women, 10% 
(15,860)	were	boys	and	young	men	under	21	and	7%	 (11,096)	girls	and	young	women
under 21.2

• Throughout 2023, the number of irregular entries of refugees and migrants in Honduras
has shown a steady increase month by month.

• Humanitarian	organizations	warn	 that	 these	figures	may	be	underestimated,	given	 that
many refugees and migrants do not register with the National Migration Institute.3

• Between	 January	1	and	 July	15,	2023,	 the	main	nationalities	of	 registered	 refugees	and
migrants	 passing	 through	 Honduras	were	 as	 follows:	 Venezuela	 (39%),	 Ecuador	 (14%),
Haiti	 (12%)	 and	 Cuba	 (9%).	 Additionally,	 over	 18,300	 people	 on	 the	move	 (12%)	were
registered	as	arriving	from	Asia,	and	15,800	(10%)	from	Africa.

Age distributions of respondents
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West and North Africa

Refugees and migrants travelling with 
children in urban centres in West and 
North Africa: Conditions and needs

This snapshot aims to provide insights on refugees and 
migrants travelling with children (or “caregivers”) in West 
and North Africa, including risks, needs and access to 
income. This overview is the second in a series designed 
to inform programming to improve protection and access 
to work and education for young people in the region, 
including in urban centres.

Available in French here.

Refugee and migrant youth in Tunisia 
- Profiles, access to income, protection 
risks and assistance needs

Tunisia hosts more than 9,000 refugees and asylum 
seekers and an estimated 59,000 foreign residents. This 
snapshot sheds light on the profiles of young refugees 
and migrants aged 18-24 in Tunisia, their access to 
income-generating activities in the country; and the main 
protection risks they perceive, particularly those related 
to work and their assistance needs. 

Understanding the role of family 
reunification within mixed movements 
in Tunisia 

Refugees and migrants engaged in mixed movement are 
rarely able to move with their entire families, as conflicts 
in origin countries can lead families to become separated 
or the movement of single-family members may be part 
of a family’s strategy to spread risk in the face of crisis. 
Reuniting with one’s family members, therefore, features 
as a driver of movement, either via formal channels, often 
assisted by organizations or informal ones in the form of 
irregular movement.

Youth on mixed migration routes in 
West and North Africa: Profiles and 
journeys overview

This snapshot aims to provide an overview of the profiles 
and the journeys of youth on mixed migration routes 
across four countries in West and North Africa. 

Available in French here.
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Introduction
This snapshot aims to provide insights on refugees and migrants travelling with children 
(or “caregivers”) in West and North Africa, including risks, needs and access to income. 
This overview is the second in a series designed to inform programming to improve 
protection and access to work and education for young people in the region, including in 
urban centres. These efforts constitute phase 1 of the Children and Youth on Migration 
Routes in West and North Africa (Enfants et jeunes sur les routes migratoires en Afrique 
d l’Ouest et du Nord) project. 

Key findings
• More	 than	 four	out	of	five	 respondents	 (83%)	said	 they	had	a	 source	of	money

at	the	time	of	the	interview, with little difference between women (84%) and men
(82%). For the majority of these caregivers, income came from paid work, with only
8% citing money sent by family and 3% begging.

• Most	caregivers	who	said	they	were	working	were	either	self-employed	(37%)	or
casual	workers	(35%).	Almost the same proportion of men (37%) and women (36%)
said they were self-employed.

• More	than	half	 (57%)	of	caregivers	said	 that	 the	children	under	18	 in	 their	care
were	not	receiving	any	educational	services	at the time of the interview, mainly due
to a lack of financial resources.

• Caregivers said they needed educational assistance (27%) for the children in their
care, as well as basic relief such as food (23%), suggesting that programming should
aim to provide multiple types of services.

• Girls	are	more	generally	considered	to	be	exposed	to	risks	than	boys.	Non-physical
violence,	 such as discrimination, insults and harassment, emerged as the main
perceived risk for both girls and boys under 18, particularly in Greater Tunis.

Profiles
This snapshot is based on 1,053 surveys of refugees and migrants travelling with at least 
one dependent child under the age of 18 in the capital cities of Mali, Niger, Guinea and 
Tunisia between June 2022 and March 2023.  

Caregiving	relationship1

Nearly four in five (79%) were parents travelling with their own children, 10% were aunts/
uncles, 8% siblings, and 4% and 3% family friends or legal guardians. Most caregivers 
(57%) were travelling with just one child, while almost a third (30%) were travelling with 
two children and 14% with three to five children. The ages of the children were evenly 
distributed, with slightly more younger children (under four years old). Almost half (45%) 
of caregivers looked after at least one child under the age of four, while 41% looked after 
children aged five to nine and 30% looked after children aged 10 to 14. Nineteen per cent 
had children aged between 15 and 17.  More women (57%) than men (32%) said they 
were travelling with young children (aged 0-4), while more men (66%) than women (35%) 
said they were travelling with children aged 10-17. 

Journey	and	nationalities
More than four-fifths (82%) of respondents had not yet reached the end of their journey at 
the time of the interview, with a slightly higher proportion of men (86%) than women (78%) 
intending to continue their journey. 98% of respondents were from West or Central Africa. 
The most common nationalities of respondents in Niamey	 (n=331) were Benin (18%), 
Togo (14%), Nigeria (12%), Liberia (10%) and Burkina Faso (9%). The main nationalities 
of respondents in Bamako	(n=315) were Togo (23%), Côte d'Ivoire (14%), Guinea (10%), 
Senegal (10%) and Benin (9%). The main nationalities of respondents in Greater Tunis 
(n=248) were Côte d'Ivoire (22%), Mali (15%), Cameroon (14%), Guinea (12%) and Nigeria 

1 Caregivers include parents and family members, as well as other types of relationships, such as legal 
guardians, family friends, and people from the same community in the country of departure. 

MMC North and West Africa – September 2023

Refugees	and	migrants	travelling	with	children	in	urban	centres	
in	West	and	North	Africa:	Conditions	and	needs	
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Key findings
• 10% of youth respondents had started their current journey before turning 18.
• 96% of interviewed refugee and migrant youth claimed that they had not reached the 

end of their journey. 
• 84% of interviewed youth reported having some form of income in Tunisia. Of these, 

70% were receiving money from family or relatives and 43% were working.
• Respondents perceived multiple protection risks for female and male youth in Tunisia, 

the most common being verbal abuse/non-physical violence (59% vs. 46%), physical 
violence (35% vs. 46%), insecurity (37% vs. 38%) and forced work (39% vs. 37%).

• Forced work or labour exploitation3 was perceived as being most common in domestic 
work for young women and construction for young men.

• Close to all interviewed youth reported being in need of assistance (91%), mostly in 
the form of cash and medical assistance.

Data and profiles 
This snapshot draws on 180 4Mi surveys conducted with refugees and migrants aged 
18-24 years old in Tunisia from July to October 2022, who arrived in Tunisia less than 
two years ago. This group was purposively sampled based on their age.4 Respondents 
were interviewed in Sfax (57%), Sousse (38%), Médenine (3%) and Tunis (2%). 11% 
of respondents had been in Tunisia for less than six months, 28% had been in Tunisia 
between six months and one year and 61% between one and two years. 

62% of respondents are men and 38% women. The most common countries of nationality 
are Cameroon (12%), Mali (12%), Côte d’Ivoire (11%), Guinea (9%), Sudan (9%), Gabon 
(7%), Benin (6%) and Senegal (5%). Close to all (96%) youth respondents indicated 
that they had not reached the end of their journey. Preferred destinations were Canada 

3	 Defined	as	per	ILO Forced Labour Convention 1930: All work or service which is exacted from any person 
under the menace of any penalty and for which the said person has not offered himself or herself voluntarily. 

4 In Tunisia, youth represent 32% of MMC’s overall 4Mi dataset collected in 2022.

Tunisia hosts more than 9,000 refugees and asylum seekers1 and an estimated 59,000 
foreign residents.2	 This	 snapshot	 sheds	 light	 on	 the	 profiles	 of	 young	 refugees	 and	
migrants aged 18-24 in Tunisia, their access to income-generating activities in the 
country; the main protection risks they perceive, particularly those related to work and 
their assistance needs. This snapshot is produced as part of a research partnership with 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) focusing on children and 
youth on the move along the Central Mediterranean Route.

Note: Data collection for this snapshot took place prior to the events of early 2023 
in Tunisia, which saw an increase of violence in the country targeting sub-Saharan 
African refugees and migrants as well as Black Tunisians. The surge in xenophobia 
and discrimination was accompanied by heightened physical violence and 
enforcement measures against refugees and migrants. These events had a direct 
impact on their safety and livelihoods, with many individuals reporting heightened 
needs for assistance as well as greater barriers to accessing services, housing, the 
labour market and public institutions and spaces. As data for this snapshot were 
collected prior to these events, it is likely that the needs of young refugees and 
migrants in Tunisia are now greater than what is presented here.

1 UNHCR (2023). UNHCR Tunisia Data Portal (as of 31 January). 
2	 This	figure	comes	from	the	2021	“National	Survey	on	International	Migration”	conducted	by	the	Tunisian	

National	Statistics	Institute	and	the	National	Observatory	on	Migration.	Foreign	residents	are	defined	as	
“all	who	either	have	been	in	Tunisia	for	6	or	more	months	or	who	intend	to	stay	for	a	duration	of	at	least	six	
months,	regardless	of	their	regular/irregular	status”.	It	is	assumed	that	a	large	portion	of	these	people	may	
have left Tunisia in the aftermath of the events in early 2023.

MMC Eastern and Southern Africa Snapshot – August 2023

Refugee and migrant youth in Tunisia - Profiles, access 
to income, protection risks and assistance needs
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Introduction
This snapshot aims to provide an overview of the profiles and the journeys of young 
people on the move across four countries in West and North Africa. It draws on 1,196 
surveys with refugees and migrants aged 18-24 conducted in Mali, Niger, Morocco, and 
Tunisia from June through November 2022.1 

As part of the implementation of Phase 1 of the project Enfants et jeunes sur les routes 
migratoires en Afrique de l’Ouest et du Nord (EJM), this snapshot is the first in a series 
intended to inform programming meeting the needs of youth across the project’s key 
sectors of focus, including protection, education, and socioeconomic integration. MMC 
is a member of the enlarged consortium of the EJM project and produced this snapshot 
in collaboration with consortium leads HELVETAS Swiss Intercooperation, la Fondation 
Terre des Hommes and GIZ.  

Key findings 
• Most young people in Mali took short journeys averaging less than a month to 

arrive there, about half of which (53%) began with friends or peers with whom they 
largely stayed throughout the journey (73%). A majority were working at the time of 
interview, representing an increase compared to those who reported working before 
the journey (49%). 

• In Niger, short journeys averaging less than a month began with friends and continued 
that way, with 71% of respondents beginning their journeys with friends/peers and 
70% of those who traveled with others staying with the same people throughout their 
journey. Most (69%) had been working before they left and were working at the time 
of interview.

1 At the time this snapshot was produced, there were not sufficient validated surveys conducted in Guinea to 
include the country in this analysis due to the timing of the launch of data collection there. Following  vali-
dation processes, MMC confirmed 283 valid surveys conducted in Guinea between October and November 
2022, which will be included in later snapshots.

• Long journeys averaging over 300 days to Morocco were undertaken equally alone 
(48%) as with peers (48%), with most (70%) who traveled with others not staying 
with the same people throughout. A vast majority of youths did not have a source of 
money at the time of interview (89%), whereas most (72%) had been working prior 
to departure. 

• In Tunisia, just over half of youths (53%) began their long journey – taking on average 
more than one year – alone. Most (64%) were not making money prior to departure, 
in most cases because they were students at the time. A majority of young people 
had a source of money at the time of interview (78%) mainly consisting of money 
sent from family. 

• Overall, a higher percentage of young women (79%) reported having a source of 
money at the time of interview as compared to young men (53%). In Niger, 82% of 
young women compared to 67% of young men had a source of money, in Tunisia 83% 
of women to 75% of men, in Mali 85% of women to 72% of men, and in Morocco (n=23) 
17% of women compared to 9% of men. 

Profiles 
This snapshot is based on 1,196 surveys of refugees and migrants between the ages 
of 18 and 24, between June and November 2022. Data was collected using MMC’s 4Mi 
tool, a standardized, closed-question survey with two additional modules delving further 
into the experiences of youths and caregivers (adults traveling with children in their care). 
93% of respondents came from West or Central Africa. 

MMC West Africa & North Africa 4Mi Snapshot – March 2023

Youth on mixed migration routes in West and 
North Africa: Profiles and journeys overview

1

Key findings
•	 82%	of	respondents	who	expressed	a	family	reunification	aspiration,	cited	it	as	one	

of	 the	 reasons	 for	 leaving	 their	 country	 of	 origin,	 and	94%	cited	 it	 as	a	 reason	 for	
selecting	their	intended	destination.

•	 The	majority	of	respondents	(79%)	reported	their	 intended	destination	was	Europe,	
12%	cited	Canada,	8%	the	USA	and	1%	Australia.

•	 Respondents	reported	reunification	to	join	their	spouse/partner	(42%),	brother/sister	
(18%),	 uncle/aunt	 (17%),	 caregiver	 outside	 family	 (12%),	 cousin	 (10%)	 and	mother/
father	(6%).

•	 71%	of	respondents	are	aware	of	formal	family	reunification	processes	and,	of	these,	
just	26%	are	utilizing	them,	perhaps	owing	to	the	irregular	status	of	their	family	abroad	
and/or	Tunisia’s	position	along	the	Central	Mediterranean	Route	and	their	intention	to	
move	irregularly.

•	 Respondents	engaged	 in	 formal	 family	 reunification	processes	most	often	reported	
these	were	being	undertaken	by	relatives	in	the	country	of	destination	(32/50).2

•	 32/50	of	the	respondents	engaged	in	formal	reunification	processes	started	less	than	
6	months	ago.

•	 Administrative	delays	and	access	to	information	were	the	most	commonly	reported	
challenges	within	formal	family	reunification	processes	and	were	mentioned	by	22/50	
and	21/50	respondents,	respectively.

2	 This	likely	involves	relatives	contracting	lawyers	to	pursue	in	family	reunification	rather	than	relatives	
directly	liaising	with	authorities	in	destination	countries.

Refugees	and	migrants	engaged	in	mixed	movement	are	rarely	able	to	move	with	their	
entire	families,	as	conflicts	in	origin	countries	can	lead	families	to	become	separated	or	
the	movement	of	single	family	members	may	be	part	of	a	family’s	strategy	to	spread	risk	
in	the	face	of	crisis.	Reuniting	with	one’s	family	members,	therefore,	features	as	a	driver	of	
movement,	either	via	formal	channels,	often	assisted	by	organizations	or	informal	ones	in	
the	form	of	irregular	movement.1	Between	July	and	November	2022,	MMC	conducted	189	
4Mi	surveys	with	refugees	and	migrants	in	Tunisia	who	expressed	a	family	reunification	
aspiration.	This	snapshot	sheds	light	on	the	role	of	family	reunification	in	the	movement	
decision-making	 of	 refugees	and	migrants	 in	 Tunisia,	 the	 different	 family	 reunification	
processes	 and	 key	 obstacles	 to	 reunification.	 This	 snapshot	 is	 produced	 as	 part	 of	 a	
research	partnership	with	the	United	Nations	High	Commissioner	for	Refugees	(UNHCR)	
focusing	on	children	and	youth	on	the	move.

Note:	Data	collection	for	this	snapshot	took	place	prior	to	the	events	of	early	2023	
in	Tunisia,	which	saw	an	increase	of	violence	in	the	country	targeting	sub-Saharan	
African	refugees	and	migrants	as	well	as	Black	Tunisians.	The	surge	in	xenophobia	
and	 discrimination	 was	 accompanied	 by	 heightened	 physical	 violence	 and	
enforcement	measures	against	refugees	and	migrants.	These	events	had	a	direct	
impact	on	their	safety	and	livelihoods,	with	many	individuals	reporting	heightened	
needs	for	assistance	as	well	as	greater	barriers	to	accessing	services,	housing,	the	
labour	market	and	public	institutions	and	spaces.	As	data	for	this	snapshot	were	
collected	prior	 to	 these	events,	 it	 is	 likely	 that	 the	needs	of	young	 refugees	and	
migrants	in	Tunisia	are	now	greater	than	what	is	presented	here.

1	 Non-biological,	non-nuclear	and	adult	family	relationships,	often	do	not	qualify	for	family	reunification	
programmes,	prompting	refugees	and	migrants	to	organize	their	own,	often	irregular	movements	to	rejoin	
family	abroad.

MMC	Eastern	and	Southern	Africa	Snapshot	–	August	2023

Understanding the role of family reunification within 
mixed movements in Tunisia
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Articles

Migrating regionally – migrant stories

On the occasion of International Migrants Day, MMC 
presented a collection of migrant stories originally 
compiled for the Mixed Migration Review 2023. Most 
migrants in the world migrate within their own countries 
or regions, not between regions or continents. This year’s 
personal stories, based on in-depth interviews, are 
therefore dedicated to migrants deliberately migrating 
within their regions in Africa, the Americas, and Asia.

The criminalization of mobility in Niger: 
the case of Law 2015-36

The MMC recently published a blog post for the 
ASILE project shedding light on Niger’s controversial 
anti-smuggling Law. It explores the consequences of 
criminalised mobility and impeded movement since its 
enforcement in 2016. Just 3 days after our post was 
published, the President of Niger’s National Council for 
the Safeguard of the Homeland issued Ordonnance No. 
2023-16 abrogating the law and reversing convictions 
of smugglers. This article provides an update on the 
situation in Agadez since then. 

Evidence and migrants’ voices: missing 
links in EU Global Alliance to Counter 
Migrant Smuggling

In the 2023 State of the Union Address, the President of 
the European Commission announced an International 
Conference on fighting people smuggling. This 
International Conference on a Global Alliance to Counter 
Migrant Smuggling took place on November 27th in 
Brussels. Now that the conference is over, the Mixed 
Migration Centre revisits its key messages on migrant 
smuggling to see if, and how, they have been considered 
during the conference.

COP28 – climate mobility: the goal is 
sustainable adaptation – either in place 
or on the move

As COP28 puts climate change front and centre in the 
media, the Mixed Migration Centre revisits our seven key 
messages on climate-related mobility published in 2022, 
and elaborates how these key messages should be used 
to inform negotiation and action at COP28 and beyond.  
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How to break the business model of 
smugglers - The temporary protection 
directive: the biggest anti-smuggling 
operation ever?

The fight against human smuggling has today, more 
than ever, become the cornerstone of nation-states’ 
and multilateral organizations’ strategies against 
irregular migration and a primary concern for policy 
makers all over Europe. The key question that all seem 
to be urgently trying to answer is: how can we break 
the business model of smugglers? This article explores 
the Ukrainian crisis, showing how it is quite a unique 
case study to better understand the link between legal 
pathways and human smuggling. 

A damaging deal: abuses, departures 
from Tunisia continue following EU 
agreement

In mid-July, a memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
was signed between Tunisia and the European Union 
(EU) during the visit of European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen, Italian Prime Minister Giorgia 
Meloni, and Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte. This article 
dives into the outcomes and damaging consequences of 
such a deal. 

Journeys of Ethiopian Returnees – 
Migrant Stories

Recent  research by Ravenstone Consult and the Mixed 
Migration Centre indicates that horrific human rights 
violations are taking place all along the Eastern Route 
from the Horn of Africa, via Yemen to Saudi Arabia. To 
gather further information, we conducted additional 
interviews with Ethiopian respondents who indicated 
that they had experienced or witnessed violations 
along the Saudi-Yemen border. This article includes the 
personal stories of three Ethiopian migrants describing 
their journeys through Yemen into Saudi Arabia, and 
eventually back to Ethiopia.

Niger coup: increasing instability, 
forced displacement & irregular 
migration across the Sahel, amidst 
billions of EU Trust Fund for Stability 
investments
 
Amidst the recent military coup in Niger, part of a 
concerning trend in the Sahel, questions arise about the 
effectiveness of the European Union’s (EU) Trust Fund 
for Stability, which invested billions in the region. Niger, 
Mali, and Burkina Faso, major recipients of EU funds, 
have experienced political instability and rising insecurity 
despite substantial investments. The latest coup in Niger 
has prompted the EU and France to suspend aid, but the 
broader issue is the failure of the “root causes” approach 
to migration, as instability, forced displacement and 
irregular migration persist.
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Pakistani Nationals on the Move 
to Europe: New Pressures, Risks, 
Opportunities

The tragic shipwreck off the Greek coast highlighted the 
continued risks associated with migration and prompted 
discussions on responsibility. The vessel, carrying 
mostly Pakistani nationals, underscores the overlooked 
trend of increased migration from Pakistan to Europe. 
While blaming human smugglers is warranted, the 
surge in Pakistani migration is influenced by factors like 
violence, insecurity, economic hardship, and post-flood 
displacement. The tragedy highlights the absence of 
legal migration pathways, leaving smuggling as the 
only option.

Murderous border controls: the mass 
killings of Ethiopian migrants along the 
Saudi Arabian – Yemen border

Ethiopian migrants face systematic and deliberate 
killings on the Yemen-Saudi border, with Saudi security 
forces targeting them, leading to hundreds of deaths 
and injuries. The killings involve snipers, mortars, and 
excessive use of force, and survivors report torture 
and sexual violence. Despite a UN communication and 
corroborating evidence, there is limited international 
attention and outrage. The situation calls for urgent 
investigations, accountability, humanitarian support, 
and diplomatic pressure on Saudi Arabia to end these 
outrageous practices.
 

Mixed migration consequences of 
Sudan’s conflict – Round 2 (June 2023)

Sudan’s conflict, which began on April 15th, has led to 
massive displacement. The conflict has escalated ethnic 
tensions in Darfur, leading to predictions of prolonged 
instability and potential ethnic cleansing. Increasing 
numbers of Sudanese are facing involuntary immobility, 
internal displacement, cross-border movements, and 
onward migration, creating a complex humanitarian crisis 
that requires urgent international attention and action.

 

Forgotten Crises – Forgotten Suffering 
(Panelist speech)

Bram Frouws, Director of the Mixed Migration Centre, 
was a panellist on the panel “Forgotten Crises – Forgotten 
Suffering” at the 6th Humanitarian Congress Vienna on 
16 June 2023. In his speech, he discusses the notion of 
forgotten crises in relation to migration and puts forth 
several points for reflection. Notably, his key observation 
centres on the idea that, when it comes to migration, 
whether it gets a lot of attention, or might be forgotten, 
really depends on where it’s happening or where it’s 
going to.

The Mixed Migration Centre in 2023: Annual catalogue of research & publications

24

https://mixedmigration.org/articles/pakistani-nationals-on-the-move-to-europe/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/pakistani-nationals-on-the-move-to-europe/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/pakistani-nationals-on-the-move-to-europe/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/murderous-border-controls-ethiopian-migrants/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/murderous-border-controls-ethiopian-migrants/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/murderous-border-controls-ethiopian-migrants/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/mixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict-june-2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/mixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict-june-2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/forgotten-crises-forgotten-suffering-speech/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/forgotten-crises-forgotten-suffering-speech/
https://humanitariancongress.at/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/murderous-border-controls-ethiopian-migrants/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/mixed-migration-consequences-sudan-conflict-june-2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/forgotten-crises-forgotten-suffering-speech/
https://mixedmigration.org/articles/pakistani-nationals-on-the-move-to-europe/


Mixed migration consequences of 
Sudan’s conflict

This article attempts to synthesize data and existing 
knowledge of mixed migration dynamics in Sudan, to take 
a slightly longer-term and broader view of what mixed 
migration consequences we can expect and anticipate 
their implications. Sadly, with neither side of the conflict 
likely capable of a decisive victory, given Sudan’s size and 
fractured political landscape, a likely scenario is a long 
multisided civil war and humanitarian disaster, like ones 
seen in Somalia, Syria or Yemen, with possible further 
destabilization of the region. 

Missing Ethiopian migrants – the tip 
of an iceberg of commodification and 
brutality

The report, titled “Captive Commodities: Commodification, 
Exploitation, and Missingness of Ethiopian Irregular 
Migrants on the Eastern Route to Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia,” by Ravenstone Consult sheds light on the 
significant challenges faced by Ethiopian migrants 
along this route. It reveals extraordinary levels of abuse, 
exploitation, and deaths.

Afghan Women and Migration in the 
Era of Restrictions

This article underscores the escalating challenges for 
Afghan women since the Taliban’s takeover in 2021. 
The Taliban’s restrictions on women’s rights, including 
education and employment, have left them facing 
increased poverty and food insecurity. It details the 
long-term repercussions of these restrictions and 
highlights the heightened risks, including gender-based 
violence, that Afghan women face during migration. It 
emphasizes the urgent need for safe and affordable 
pathways for Afghan women to leave the country.

Migrant Stories – Afghans en route to 
Türkiye

This  article  brings together in-depth interviews MMC 
conducted in January 2023 with Afghans on the move, 
capturing three very different journeys from Afghanistan 
to Iran, Pakistan, and Türkiye. These stories detail 
the struggles of an Afghan family attempting to exit 
Afghanistan post-August 2021, an Afghan woman 
crossing over from Iran into Türkiye with the hope of 
travelling onwards to Germany with two children, and 
an unaccompanied young Afghan man who arrived in 
Türkiye to seek work.
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Quarterly Mixed Migration Updates1

The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and relevant policy 
developments in the regions. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of secondary (data) sources, 
brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration analytical lens. 

1	 The Quarterly Updates Q4 2023 are published early February 2024, and as such are not included in this annual catalogue. 
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https://mixedmigration.org/resource/quarterly-mixed-migration-update-wa-q1-2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/quarterly-mixed-migration-update-eu-q1-2023/
https://mixedmigration.org/resource/quarterly-mixed-migration-update-na-q1-2023/


MMC in the Media in 2023
A selection of media articles for which MMC experts were interviewed 

Q&A: 2023 migration and forced displacement, in 
review (The New Humanitarian, December 2023)

“People want to see that leaders have things under 
control.” (Robert Bosch Stiftung, December 2023)

Frontex acusada de enviar coordenadas de barcos de 
migrantes para milícia líbia conhecida pelos métodos de 
tortura (Expresso, December 2023, on findings revealing 
Frontex’s support to a Libyan militia)

Malta welcomes foreign workers to fill labour shortage, 
but repels refugees (Al Jazeera, December 2023)

6 Myths on migration: we have checked them (Robert 
Bosch Stiftung, November 2023)

»Grænsevagterne fik os til at tage tøjet af og beordrede 
os til at voldtage pigerne. De var 15 år gamle« (Politiken, 
November 2023, on the killings of migrants by Saudi 
border guards) 

From Ethiopia to South Africa: The human cost of a 
neglected migration route (The New Humanitarian, 
November 2023)

Marrëveshja Itali-Shqipëri për emigrantët, Forin: Jo i 
papritur, ka pikëpyetje për zbatimin (Voice of America, 
November 2023, on the recent agreement between Italy 
and Albania)

„Die Worte passen oft nicht zur Realität“: Löst eine 
härtere Migrationspolitik wirklich Europas Probleme? 
(Tagesspiegel, November 2023, on migration policy 
within the European Union) 

Lampedusa: ‘Operational emergency’, not ‘migration 
crisis’  (Deutsche Welle, September 2023)

De levensgevaarlijke oversteek naar Saudi-Arabië 
(NOS, August 2023, on the killings of migrants at the 
Saudi-Yemen border)

Saudi border guards accused of killing Ethiopians (CNN, 
August 2023)

‘Dodelijkste migratieroute ter wereld blijft onder de 
radar’ (NRC, August 2023, on the killings of migrants at 
the Saudi-Yemen border)

More than 60 Senegalese migrants feared dead 
(Deutsche Welle, August 2023) 

Maand op zee kost vermoedelijk het leven aan tientallen 
migranten bij Kaapverdië (NOS, August 2023, on the 
Atlantic route from West Africa to the Canary Islands)

Kunnen deze mensen terug naar hun land van 
herkomst? En andere vragen over de opvang en 
terugkeer van ‘derdelanders’ uit Oekraïne beantwoord 
(EenVandaag, August 2023, on the reception and 
return of ‘third country nationals’ from Ukraine who are 
currently in the Netherlands)

„Migratie valt zeker te beheersen; de manier waarop is 
een politieke keus” (Reformatorisch Dagblad, July 2023) 

‘We’ll die of hunger here anyway’: Boy’s tragic journey 
exposes impossible choice faced by millions (CNN, July 
2023) 

Levensgevaarlijk, toch stapte Mohammed al Masri 
(31) in het bootje naar Europa. ‘Ik gokte, welbewust, 
met mijn leven’ (Trouw, July 2023, on the increasing 
dangerousness of migration routes)

Report finds ‘deliberate mass killings’ of Ethiopians 
along Saudi-Yemen border (Middle East Eye, July 2023)

Onduidelijkheid over lot migranten op weg naar EU 
‘verschrikkelijk voor families’ (NOS, June 2023, on the 
uncertainty faced by migrant´s families)

Migration: Alle Richting Europa? (Salzburger 
Nachrichten, June 2023)

Radio-interview on migration route to the Canary 
Islands (NPO Radio 1, April 2023) 

Tunisia: 24 die at sea as drownings spike amid 
immigration crackdown (Middle East Eye, April 2023)

EU giving up search and rescue duties in Mediterranean 
(Anadolu Agency, February 2023) 

UK Court of Appeal to reconsider Rwanda asylum plan 
(Deutsche Welle, January 2023)

Het migratiedebat: waarom de expat meer welkom is 
dan de asielzoeker (NRC, January 2023)
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https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2023/12/22/q-and-a-2023-migration-and-forced-displacement-review
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/interview/2023/12/22/q-and-a-2023-migration-and-forced-displacement-review
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/migration-policy-interview-bram-frouws
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/migration-policy-interview-bram-frouws
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/migracoes/2023-12-14-Frontex-acusada-de-enviar-coordenadas-de-barcos-de-migrantes-para-milicia-libia-conhecida-pelos-metodos-de-tortura-ade6ae13
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/migracoes/2023-12-14-Frontex-acusada-de-enviar-coordenadas-de-barcos-de-migrantes-para-milicia-libia-conhecida-pelos-metodos-de-tortura-ade6ae13
https://expresso.pt/sociedade/migracoes/2023-12-14-Frontex-acusada-de-enviar-coordenadas-de-barcos-de-migrantes-para-milicia-libia-conhecida-pelos-metodos-de-tortura-ade6ae13
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/4/malta-welcomes-foreign-workers-to-fill-labour-shortage-but-repels-refugees
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/4/malta-welcomes-foreign-workers-to-fill-labour-shortage-but-repels-refugees
https://www.bosch-stiftung.de/en/storys/6-myths-migration
https://politiken.dk/internationalt/art9640202/%C2%BBGr%C3%A6nsevagterne-fik-os-til-at-tage-t%C3%B8jet-af-og-beordrede-os-til-at-voldtage-pigerne.-De-var-15-%C3%A5r-gamle%C2%AB
https://politiken.dk/internationalt/art9640202/%C2%BBGr%C3%A6nsevagterne-fik-os-til-at-tage-t%C3%B8jet-af-og-beordrede-os-til-at-voldtage-pigerne.-De-var-15-%C3%A5r-gamle%C2%AB
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/11/22/ethiopia-south-africa-human-cost-neglected-south-south-migration-route
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/11/22/ethiopia-south-africa-human-cost-neglected-south-south-migration-route
https://www.zeriamerikes.com/a/7357933.html
https://www.zeriamerikes.com/a/7357933.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/gesellschaft/die-worte-passen-oft-nicht-zur-realitat-lost-eine-hartere-migrationspolitik-wirklich-europas-probleme-10758481.html
https://www.tagesspiegel.de/gesellschaft/die-worte-passen-oft-nicht-zur-realitat-lost-eine-hartere-migrationspolitik-wirklich-europas-probleme-10758481.html
https://www.dw.com/en/lampedusa-operational-emergency-not-migration-crisis/a-66830589
https://www.dw.com/en/lampedusa-operational-emergency-not-migration-crisis/a-66830589
https://nos.nl/nieuwsuur/video/2485956-de-levensgevaarlijke-oversteek-naar-saudi-arabie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP5K17SUD0Y
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2023/08/03/dodelijkste-migratieroute-ter-wereld-blijft-onder-de-radar-a4171171
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2023/08/03/dodelijkste-migratieroute-ter-wereld-blijft-onder-de-radar-a4171171
https://www.dw.com/en/more-than-60-senegalese-migrants-feared-dead-bram-frouws-head-of-mixed-migration-centre-speaks-to-dw/video-66565720
https://npo.nl/start/serie/nos-journaal-20-00-uur/seizoen-57/nos-journaal_88224/afspelen
https://npo.nl/start/serie/nos-journaal-20-00-uur/seizoen-57/nos-journaal_88224/afspelen
https://eenvandaag.avrotros.nl/item/kunnen-deze-mensen-terug-naar-hun-land-van-herkomst-en-andere-vragen-over-de-opvang-en-terugkeer-van-derdelanders-uit-oekraine-beantwoord/
https://eenvandaag.avrotros.nl/item/kunnen-deze-mensen-terug-naar-hun-land-van-herkomst-en-andere-vragen-over-de-opvang-en-terugkeer-van-derdelanders-uit-oekraine-beantwoord/
https://eenvandaag.avrotros.nl/item/kunnen-deze-mensen-terug-naar-hun-land-van-herkomst-en-andere-vragen-over-de-opvang-en-terugkeer-van-derdelanders-uit-oekraine-beantwoord/
https://www.rd.nl/artikel/1028810-migratie-valt-zeker-te-beheersen-de-manier-waarop-is-een-politieke-keus
https://www.rd.nl/artikel/1028810-migratie-valt-zeker-te-beheersen-de-manier-waarop-is-een-politieke-keus
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/14/asia/pakistan-migrant-crisis-boat-libya-greece-intl-hnk-dst
https://edition.cnn.com/2023/07/14/asia/pakistan-migrant-crisis-boat-libya-greece-intl-hnk-dst
https://www.trouw.nl/verdieping/levensgevaarlijk-toch-stapte-mohammed-al-masri-31-in-het-bootje-naar-europa-ik-gokte-welbewust-met-mijn-leven~b234b037/?referrer=https://mixedmigration.org/latest-on-mmc/page/5/
https://www.trouw.nl/verdieping/levensgevaarlijk-toch-stapte-mohammed-al-masri-31-in-het-bootje-naar-europa-ik-gokte-welbewust-met-mijn-leven~b234b037/?referrer=https://mixedmigration.org/latest-on-mmc/page/5/
https://www.trouw.nl/verdieping/levensgevaarlijk-toch-stapte-mohammed-al-masri-31-in-het-bootje-naar-europa-ik-gokte-welbewust-met-mijn-leven~b234b037/?referrer=https://mixedmigration.org/latest-on-mmc/page/5/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/ethiopia-saudi-yemen-border-killed-tortured
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/ethiopia-saudi-yemen-border-killed-tortured
https://nos.nl/artikel/2480215-onduidelijkheid-over-lot-migranten-op-weg-naar-eu-verschrikkelijk-voor-families
https://nos.nl/artikel/2480215-onduidelijkheid-over-lot-migranten-op-weg-naar-eu-verschrikkelijk-voor-families
https://www.sn.at/politik/weltpolitik/migration-alle-richtung-europa-140672302
https://www.nporadio1.nl/uitzendingen/nos-radio-1-journaal/6eb17ac3-1fc8-4cfd-ab29-96a219868231/2023-04-13-nos-radio-1-journaal
https://www.nporadio1.nl/uitzendingen/nos-radio-1-journaal/6eb17ac3-1fc8-4cfd-ab29-96a219868231/2023-04-13-nos-radio-1-journaal
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tunisia-sea-drownings-spike-immigration-crackdown
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/tunisia-sea-drownings-spike-immigration-crackdown
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/eu-giving-up-search-and-rescue-duties-in-mediterranean-human-rights-watch/2832577
https://www.dw.com/en/uk-court-of-appeal-to-reconsider-rwanda-asylum-plan/a-64412012
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2023/01/04/het-migratiedebat-waarom-de-expat-meer-welkom-is-dan-dan-de-asielzoeker-a4153314?t=1675776963#photo=LTE5MDM
https://www.nrc.nl/nieuws/2023/01/04/het-migratiedebat-waarom-de-expat-meer-welkom-is-dan-dan-de-asielzoeker-a4153314?t=1675776963#photo=LTE5MDM


MMC is a global network engaged in data collection, research, 
analysis, and policy and programmatic development on mixed 
migration, with regional hubs in Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Europe 
and Latin America, and a global team based across Copenhagen, 
Geneva and Brussels.

MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality 
data, research, analysis and expertise. MMC aims to increase 
understanding of mixed migration, to positively impact global 
and regional migration policies, to inform evidence-based mixed 
migration responses for people on the move and to stimulate 
forward thinking in public and policy debates on mixed migration. 
MMC’s overarching focus is on human rights and protection for all 
people on the move.

MMC is part of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC).

For more information visit:
www.mixedmigration.org and follow us at @Mixed_Migration
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