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This Quarterly Mixed Migration Update (QMMU) covers the North Africa (NA) region. The core countries 

of focus for this region are Algeria, Libya, Morocco, and Tunisia. Depending on the quarterly trends and 

migration-related updates, more attention may be given to some of the countries over the rest.

The QMMUs offer a quarterly update on new trends and dynamics related to mixed migration and 

relevant policy developments in the region. These updates are based on a compilation of a wide range of 

secondary (data) sources, brought together within a regional framework and applying a mixed migration 

analytical lens. Similar QMMUs are available for all MMC regions.  

MMC is a knowledge centre engaged in data collection, research, analysis, and policy and programming 
on mixed migration. MMC has regional hubs in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America, with a global team 

headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, and based in several countries worldwide.

For more information on MMC and the quarterly updates from other regions, visit mixedmigration.org  

and subscribe to the MMC newsletter to receive our latest research.  Follow us on Bluesky 

@mixedmigration.org, on X @Mixed_Migration and LinkedIn @mixedmigration-centre.

MMC’s understanding of mixed migration 

“Mixed migration” refers to cross-border movements of people including refugees fleeing persecution 
and conflict, victims of trafficking and people seeking better lives and opportunities. People engaged 
in mixed migration are motivated to move by a multiplicity of factors, have a range of legal statuses 

and a variety of vulnerabilities. Although entitled to protection under international human rights law, 
they are exposed to multiple rights violations along their journey. Mixed migration describes refugees 

and migrants travelling along similar routes, using similar means of travel - often travelling irregularly 
and wholly or partially assisted by migrant smugglers.

SUPPORTED BY:

MINISTRY OF 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

OF DENMARK

Danida

Front cover photo credit:

© Guy Martin / Panos Pictures (2011)
Between 200 to 300 Nigerian people arrived in the port of 

Misrata, Libya, April 2011, as they try and board an IOM charted 

ferry  transporting 3rd country nationals to Benghazi.

Libya remains a major—and perilous—transit point for migrants 

to this day.
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Key Updates

• Irregular sea arrivals to Italy remained broadly stable in 2025 compared to 2024, following a sharp 

58% decline between 2023 and 2024. Libya accounts for most departures this year (88%). Arrivals 

from Libya and Algeria increased year-on-year by 40% and 43% respectively, while departures from 

Tunisia fell by 75%.

• In 2025, the Western Mediterranean Route became the main route of arrival to Spain, with 19,447 
arrivals, surpassing those to the Canary Islands (17,941). While total arrivals to Spain fell by 42% 
year-on-year (37,080), this masked diverging trends, with WMR arrivals increasing by 11% and arrivals 
to the Canary Islands dropping by 62%.

• Departures from Algeria increasingly dominate the Western Mediterranean Route, with Algerians 

accounting for 54% of arrivals and Algeria now representing around 75% of departures along the route, 

up from 40% in 2024. In 2025, 7,321 migrants and refugees arrived in the Balearic Islands, representing 

a 22% increase compared to 2024.

• Amid continuing arrivals from Libya, the Greek Island of Crete recorded a total of 19,857 irregular 

arrivals this year, marking a 285% increase compared to the just over 5,000 arrivals recorded last 

year. Various sources indicate the continued persistence of the Libya-Crete corridor, with the vast 

majority of boats departing from Libya’s eastern coastline, particularly Tobruk. 

• In October, Libyan authorities launched a new programme aiming to support the return of migrants 

to their countries of origin on monthly basis. At the same time, maritime interceptions continued to rise, 

with at least 26,940 people intercepted at sea and returned to Libya by 27 December, representing a 
24% increase compared to 2024. 

• In early December, Libyan authorities announced that Sudanese nationals fleeing the war would 
be granted equal rights to Libyan citizens, stating that more than 700,000 Sudanese have entered 
Libya since April 2023. On 6 December, Libya and Sudan further agreed, in cooperation with IOM, 
to coordinate the return of nearly half a million Sudanese nationals from Libya. Following this 

announcement, Libyan authorities reportedly stated that Sudanese nationals would not be expelled, 

citing the ongoing war in Sudan. 
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• The EU approved its first common list of safe countries of origin in December 2025, classifying 

Tunisia and Morocco as generally safe and enabling accelerated asylum procedures for their nationals 

as well as the potential return of third-country nationals who transited through these countries. 

• Departures from Tunisia shifted toward less monitored coastal areas. Crossings became more costly 

and dangerous, with a deadly shipwreck off Salakta (Mahdia) in October highlighting the consequences 
of these shifts.

• Organised returns from Tunisia increased over the past two years, with authorities reporting around 

10,000 returns by early November 2025, up 38% from 2024 and nearly triple 2023 levels. 

• Moroccan authorities intensified controls around Ceuta in October, preventing around 550 attempted 
crossings and relocating intercepted migrants to southern and eastern regions. 

• Algeria and Spain renewed their migration cooperation framework as Algeria reported facilitating 

more than 15,500 returns since 2024 and preventing nearly 100,000 onward movements in 2024 alone. 

MMC North Africa
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Regional Overview*

*Information on the map relates to selected updates and does not represent all mixed migration movements within and out of West 
Africa and North Africa.

Atlantic Route: 
17,941 arrivals in 
the Canary Island 

in 2025.
-62% since 2024 

(UNHCR)

26,940 people intercepted 
at sea and returned to 

Libya in 2025.
+24% since 2024 (IOM) 

Arrivals to Crete, Greece:
19,857 arrivals in 2025. 

+285% since 2024 (UNHCR – RSA)

928,839 migrants in  
Libya as of October 2025.

+22% since 2024 (IOM)

Central Mediterranean 
Route: 66,316 arrivals 

in Italy in 2025, in 
line with 2024 levels 

(UNHCR)
Western Mediterranean Route: 

19,447 arrivals in 2025.
+11% since 2024 (UNHCR)
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Mixed Migration Regional Updates

1 See page 14 for more information. 
2 The Italian foreign minister visited both Bangladesh and Pakistan in Q2 2025 to sign cooperation agreements aimed at curbing irregular 

migration, suggesting that movements were already well-established prior to these policy efforts.

Mixed migration from North Africa to Europe

Central Mediterranean Route (arrivals to Italy)

Irregular sea arrivals to Italy remained broadly stable in 2025 compared to 2024, after a steep 58% drop 

between 2023 and 2024. In 2025, Italy recorded 66,316 irregular sea arrivals. As of 28 December, most 
arrivals to Italy departed from Libya (58,147; 88%), followed by Tunisia (4,732; 7%) and Algeria (1,798; 3%). 

Restrictions in Tunisia appear to be contributing to a partial reconfiguration of migration routes. Indeed, 
arrivals departing from Tunisia along the CMR decreased by 75% compared to the same period last year. 

On the other hand, Libya remains a primary departure point to Italy, with arrivals departing from Libya 
rising by 40% compared to the same period last year. Algeria is emerging more clearly as an alternative 

departure route along the CMR as arrivals departing from Algeria rose by 43% (from 1,257 to 1,798) 
between 2024 and 2025. This trend has also been accompanied by the sustained departures from Algeria 

towards Spain’s Balearic Islands.1 

During this quarter, 15,308 individuals reached Italy by sea, representing a 20% decrease compared to last 
quarter (20,094 arrivals). Departures from Algeria continued to increase, rising by 50% compared to the 
previous quarter (from 544 to 815). On the other hand, compared to th e previous quarter, departures from 
Libya decreased by 16% (from 17,008 to 14,246) and those from Tunisia by 45% (from 1,839 to 1,005). 
This overall decline appears to reflect the cumulative impact of tightening restrictions and interception 

practices, particularly in Tunisia and Libya, and mirrors a recurrent seasonal pattern observed in previous 

years, whereby calmer sea conditions in the third quarter support higher volumes of crossings, while more 

challenging navigation conditions in the fourth quarter tend to suppress departures and arrivals.

The nationality profile of arrivals to Italy evolved between 2024 and 2025. Bangladeshis are still the largest 

group, with their share among all arrivals increasing from 21% in 2024 to 31% in 2025. In contrast, Syrians, 
Tunisians, and Guineans, who featured in 2024, no longer appeared among the top five nationalities in 
2025, when Egyptians (14%), Eritreans (12%), Pakistanis (7%) and Sudanese (6%) made up a larger share 
of arrivals. 

The growing prominence of Bangladeshi (and Pakistani) nationals among arrivals to Italy in 2025 reflects 
a sustained increase in their arrivals in and departures from Libya since 2024, increasing in 2025.2 At 

the same time, the absence of Syrians from the top 10 nationalities is consistent with return movements 
from Libya and other host countries and the resumption of IOM-supported operations in Syria in July 2025 
in addition to the evolving context in Syria. Meanwhile, the share of Tunisian continued to decline over 

the past year, linked to sustained tightening of border controls and security measures in the country. By 

contrast, the rising proportion of Egyptian arrivals mirrors broader migration dynamics observed in Libya in 
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https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/QMMU-2025-Q3-North-Africa.pdf


the third quarter of 2025. IOM reporting for July-September highlights an increase in movement from Egypt 

to Libya compared to the previous quarter, alongside a seasonal peak in Mediterranean crossings and 

growing reliance on smugglers to arrange onward movement to Europe. On the other hand, West African 
nationalities do not appear in the top 10 countries of origin as Guineans no longer featured in this list this 
quarter, breaking with the pattern observed throughout 2024.

Arrivals to Greece 

As of 31 December 2025, the Greek Island of Crete had recorded a total of 19,857 irregular arrivals,3 of 

which 6,798 were registered during the fourth quarter alone.4 This marks a 285% increase compared to 
the just over 5,000 arrivals recorded last year. Despite this increase in arrivals to Crete, overall sea arrivals 

to Greece declined by around 23%, falling from 54,417 in 2024 to 41,751 in 2025. According to UNHCR, 

as of September 2025, 44% of all migrants and refugees who arrived in Greece in 2025 did so via Crete, 
with Egyptians accounting for 43% of arrivals to the island, followed by Sudanese (37%) and Bangladeshis 
(14%), nationalities that feature prominently in Libya.

Various sources indicate the continued persistence of the Libya-Crete corridor, with the vast majority of 

boats departing from Libya’s eastern coastline, particularly Tobruk. Crossings typically involve at least 

36 hours of navigation across open waters, posing risks for those on board. Migrants are reported to pay 

between €2,000 and €5,000 for passage, often on overcrowded and unseaworthy vessels. MMC has 
been monitoring the emergence of the Libya-Crete corridor since early 2024. Developments observed 
throughout 2025 suggest that this route may be consolidating as a migration corridor linking eastern Libya 
with southern Greece. 

For the first time this year, a small number of arrivals to Italy were recorded from Greece (11). Although 
marginal in scale, this development may be linked to the consolidation of the Libya-Crete corridor, with 

increased departures from Libya towards Greece now also giving rise to secondary movements from the 

Eastern Mediterranean into the Central Mediterranean Route.

Western Mediterranean Route & Atlantic Route (arrivals to Spain) 

In 2025, the Western Mediterranean Route (WMR) became the main route of arrival to Spain, with cumulative 
arrivals (19,447) surpassing those registered in the Canary Islands (17,941).  According to UNHCR, Spain 
recorded 37,388 sea and land arrivals as of 31 December. While this represents an overall 42% decrease 
compared to the same period last year, this decline masks diverging route-level trends: arrivals along the 

WMR increased by 11% year-on-year, whereas arrivals to the Canary Islands along the Atlantic Route 
fell by 62%. In 2025, 7,321 migrants and refugees had arrived in the Balearic Islands, representing a 22% 
increase compared to 2024.5 

3 No comparable figures are available for the same period in 2024, which limits the possibility of assessing year-on-year trends for this movement.
4 Between 28 September and 31 December
5 At the land borders of Ceuta and Melilla, arrivals increased by 45% compared to 2024, driven primarily by higher entries into Ceute (from 2,647 

to 3,850). In contrast, sea arrivals to the two enclaves remained minimal and declined by 41%, from 49 in 2024 to 29 in 2025.
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In terms of quarterly trends, arrivals in Spain remained stable between the third and fourth quarters (9,535 
in Q3 and 9,831 in Q4). However, trends also diverged by route: arrivals along the WMR fell by 41% quarter-
on-quarter (from 8,064 to 4,799), while arrivals to the Canary Islands more than tripled over the same 
period (from 1,471 to 5,032). The increase observed in the fourth quarter in the Canary Islands may reflect 
the continuation of migration movements and adaptive smuggling practices despite sustained restrictions, 

in combination with seasonal maritime conditions. At the same time, the year-on-year decline indicates 

that sustained enforcement and restricted access in departure countries continued to suppress overall 

volumes along the Atlantic route.6 

Compared to last quarter, the nationality composition along the WMR remained consistent, with Algerians 

continuing to represent the largest group (54%), followed by Moroccans (19%). Somali nationals remained 
the third largest group, despite their share declining from 14% to 9%. The proportions of Malian (6%) and 
Guinean (5%) arrivals also remained stable. Many of these migrants are departing from Algeria’s coastline 

towards the Balearic Islands. Between 11 and 13 November alone, 360 people arrived in the Balearics 

from Algeria. As restrictions have intensified along the North African and Western routes, departures from 
Algeria now account for 75% of movements along the WMR, up from 40% a year earlier. 

Arrivals in the Canary Islands declined sharply for all top five nationalities in 20257 compared to the same 

period in 2024, with the steepest decreases among Malians (-64%) and Senegalese (-58%). The number of 
Moroccans also decreased by 57%, Gambians by 46%, and Guineans by 45%. Notably, Mauritania, which 

was among the top five countries of origin in 2024, dropped out of the top five in 2025 and was replaced 
by The Gambia, reflecting a trend observed since May 2025 of increasing departures further South from 

The Gambia and beyond.

Dead or missing migrants and refugees8

Across the three main routes, the recorded number of deaths and disappearances in 2025 was lower 
than in 2024 (-19% on the Central Mediterranean Route, -42% on the Western Mediterranean Route, 
and -44% on the Atlantic Route to the Canary Islands). According to the Missing Migrants Project (MMP), 
there were 1,340 recorded migrant and refugee deaths or disappearances on the CMR to Italy and 240 
on the WMR.  On the Atlantic Route, there were 591 recorded deaths or disappearances. Monitoring gaps 
and underreporting remain significant, meaning the true scale of fatalities may be higher. As the MMP 
acknowledges, these figures are likely a substantial underestimate. 

According to recent reporting, humanitarian search-and-rescue and monitoring capacity in the central 

Mediterranean has declined. Civil aerial assets operated on average only 15 days per month in 2024, 
representing a 15% decrease compared to 2023, with further reductions reported in 2025 due to 
restrictions and/or lack of funding. Distress alerts shared by Italian authorities reportedly dropped sharply, 

from more than 50% of cases in 2016-2017 to barely 1% in recent years. Reduced aerial monitoring and 

6 Land arrivals to Ceuta and Melilla increased by 33% overall in the fourth quarter compared to the previous quarter (from 2,887 to 3,850), driven 
primarily by movements through Ceuta. Maritime arrivals to the two enclaves remained marginal, with a decrease in Ceuta (from 6 to 4) and no 

change in Melilla (25 in both periods).
7 In 2025, the top five countries of origin of migrants and refugees arriving in the Canary Islands were Mali, Senegal, Morocco, Guinea and The 

Gambia, whereas in 2024 they were Mali, Senegal, Morocco, Guinea and Mauritania.
8 Numbers in this section are drawing on IOM’s MMP and based on MMC calculations made accessing the website on 22 January 2025.   
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fewer distress alerts limit the detection and localisation of boats in distress, constraining search-and-

rescue actors’ ability to respond and increasing the risk that vessels go unnoticed at sea.

Against this backdrop, two humanitarian organisations announced renewed operational capacity in late 

2025. SOS MEDITERRANEE, in partnership with the Humanitarian Pilots Initiative (HPI), launched a new 

aerial observation mission starting in November 2025 to monitor boats in distress in the Mediterranean. 
Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF) also announced the relaunch of its search-and-rescue activities in the 

Central Mediterranean, nearly one year after suspending its operations.

In November 2025, several European search-and-rescue organisations announced they would suspend 

operational communication with Libya’s Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre, referring to safety and 
protection concerns. The decision was taken in parallel with the creation of the Justice Fleet, a new alliance 
aimed at enhancing coordination, resource-sharing and monitoring among humanitarian SAR actors 
operating in the Central Mediterranean.

Mixed migration in Libya

Latest figures on migrants and refugees in Libya

The number of migrants and refugees in Libya has continued to increase. This may reflect a combination of 
constrained departure opportunities and an accumulation of war-driven arrivals, particularly from Sudan. 

According to the latest available estimates from the IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM), as of 

October 2025, there were 928,839 migrants and refugees in Libya. This represents a 7% increase from 
the last reporting period (April 2025, 867,055) and a 22% increase compared to the same period last year 

(761,322). These figures are likely an underestimate, as authorities in Libya recently stated that more than 

700,000 Sudanese have entered Libya since the outbreak of war in Sudan in April 2023. The main five 
countries of origin continue to be Sudan (36%), Egypt (20%), Niger (19%), Chad (9%) and Nigeria (3%). 
Compared to the previous quarter, Egyptians overtook Nigeriens as the second-largest group. 

As of 1 December 2025, there were 107,961 refugees and asylum seekers in Libya, representing a 6% 
increase compared to last quarter (101,567) and a 40% increase compared to the same period last year 

(77,107). Sudanese nationals continued to represent the large majority (82%; 88,493), followed by Eritreans 
(8%; 8,616) and Syrians (5%; 5,069), with Ethiopians and South Sudanese each accounting for around 2%. 
The number of Sudanese refugees and asylum seekers increased by 8% since the previous quarter,9 and 

UNHCR data indicate that the broader Sudanese population in Libya grew by approximately 45% between 
August (323,000) and early December 2025 (467,000). 

9 Rising from 80% (81,590) to 82% (88,493)
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Libya scales up repatriations alongside sustained maritime 

interceptions

Authorities in western Libya have announced a scale-up of migrant repatriations under a national 

programme launched in October 2025, framing repatriations as a core component of efforts to secure 
Libya’s borders and reduce transit through the country. The programme aims to continue throughout 2026 
in order to repatriate migrants each month, focusing on nationals from Eastern, Western, and Central 
Africa. Until now, at least two flights are reportedly planned each week, with high shares of women, 
children and older people. Repatriations of Bangladeshi nationals have also increased, with 928 returned 
in October alone and a further 173 repatriated on 1 December. In parallel, 165 Somalis were returned 

from Libya, bringing the total number of IOM-assisted returns to Somalia from Libya in 2025 to over 550 
people. Separately, authorities in eastern Libya recently reported that more than 37,000 individuals had 
been repatriated10 in 2025.

Alongside the scale-up of repatriation efforts, interceptions and returns to Libya also continued at high 

levels in the fourth quarter, confirming the sustained expansion of maritime interception practices along the 
Central Mediterranean Route (CMR). As of 27 December, at least 26,940 people had been intercepted at 

sea and returned to Libya. This represents a 24% increase compared to the same period in 2024 (21,762) 
and a 57% increase compared to 2023 (17,190). 

Libya announces protection measures and coordinated returns for 

Sudanese nationals

In early December, the Libyan authorities have announced that Sudanese nationals fleeing the war in their 
country will be granted treatment equivalent to that of Libyan citizens, including access to education and 

healthcare services. The declaration was made during a press conference in Tripoli where the authorities 

stated that more than 700,000 Sudanese nationals have entered Libya since the outbreak of war in Sudan 
in April 2023. While presenting the measure as a protection response, authorities emphasised a clear 

distinction between recognised refugees and other migrants, indicating that deportation procedures would 

intensify for migrants not covered by humanitarian protections.

On 6 December, Sudanese and western Libyan authorities further announced that the two countries would 

coordinate, in cooperation with IOM, the voluntary return of nearly half a million Sudanese nationals from 
Libya, alongside commitments to strengthen border controls and joint action against smuggling networks. 

Similar discussions have also reportedly been taking place between Sudanese authorities and eastern 

Libyan authorities. This announcement follows a series of deportations and detentions carried out in the 

summer of 2025, particularly in eastern Libya, during which Sudanese nationals were among the most 
affected groups. 

10 These figures are presented using the terminology employed by the reporting authorities. 
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MMC key informants highlighted a policy tension between extending access to services for Sudanese 

nationals on protection grounds and the parallel pursuit of return processes, which implicitly frame Sudan 

as a safe country of return, while noting that Libyan authorities have also stated that Sudanese nationals 

would not be expelled due to the ongoing war in Sudan. 

Italy renews migration cooperation agreement with Libya amid 

ongoing scrutiny

On 2 November 2025, Italy’s 2017 migration cooperation memorandum with Libya was automatically 

renewed for a further three years, maintaining Italian material, technical and operational support to the 

Libyan Coast Guard aimed at preventing irregular departures and disrupting smuggling networks.11 

Ahead of the renewal, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) and rights groups held demonstrations in Rome, 
raising concerns over the treatment of intercepted migrants and refugees in Libya, including exposure 

to detention, overcrowded facilities and limited access to basic services. Recent reporting pointed to 

an increase in the use of force during maritime interception operations by Libyan actors. In this context, 

NGOs called for the suspension of Italy’s and the EU’s cooperation with Libyan authorities, alongside the 

restoration of search-and-rescue capacities, the expansion of safe and regular pathways, and stronger 

oversight of security actors receiving European support.

Joint East-West Libyan delegation engages with the EU on 
migration cooperation

Between 14 and 16 October, a joint Libyan delegation representing authorities in Tripoli and Benghazi 
conducted a visit to Brussels and Warsaw for the seventh meeting of the EU-Libya Joint Technical Mission 
on migration and border management, signalling potential migration cooperation between the two Libyan 

authorities despite the country’s ongoing political fragmentation. Various meetings were held, including 

what Frontex officials described as their first exchanges with Libyan counterparts in several years, and 

reportedly the first contacts with authorities in eastern Libya.

Discussions focused on border surveillance, returns of migrants stranded in Libya, cooperation on 

trafficking investigations, and coordination on protection-related issues. EU representatives described the 

engagement as an effort to address shared challenges through coordinated approaches. At the same 

time, several NGOs expressed concern about the deepening of cooperation with Libyan authorities, citing 

ongoing protection risks and calling for stronger safeguards and accountability mechanisms. 

11 In mid-October, the Italian parliament endorsed a motion in support of the renewal, while proposals from opposition parties to suspend or revise 

the agreement, citing concerns over returns to Libya and limited oversight, were not adopted.
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Mixed Migration in Tunisia

Latest figures on refugees in Tunisia

The number of refugees and asylum-seekers registered with UNHCR in Tunisia declined sharply over the 
past year. As of September 2025,12 7,812 individuals were registered, including 5,446 asylum-seekers 
and 2,366 refugees, representing a 27% decrease compared with March 2025 (10,683), the last UNHCR 
reporting period prior to the release of the September data, and a 53% decline compared with the same 

period in 2024 (16,638).

This decline appears to be linked to changes in registration practices and caseload management. In 

May 2024, UNHCR announced a temporary suspension of pre-registration activities, after which no 

new registrations were reported. These reductions in the active caseload may also reflect the removal 
of individuals from registration records following departure from the country, loss of contact or other 

administrative updates, including in cases of expulsion. More broadly, the decline has occurred in the 

context of tightening migration governance, which may have affected individuals’ ability or willingness 

to engage with registration and assistance systems. 

As of September 2025, Sudanese nationals accounted for 51% of all refugees and asylum-seekers registered 
with UNHCR in Tunisia, followed by Syrians (24%), Somalis (6%), Eritreans (2%) and Cameroonians (2%). 
Overall, the five main countries of origin of the refugees and asylum-seekers in Tunisia showed limited 
variation between 2024 and September 2025. One change observed over the period is that Côte d’Ivoire, 
which ranked as the fourth main country of origin in 2024 (5%), no longer appeared among the top 10 
countries of origin by September 2025.

EU committee approves first common list of safe countries of 
origin, enabling faster asylum procedures

On 3 December, the European Parliament’s Civil Liberties Committee approved the EU’s first common list of 
safe countries of origin, endorsing the European Commission’s proposal to classify several states, including 

Tunisia and Morocco, as generally safe for return. This designation enables asylum applications from these 

nationalities to be processed under accelerated procedures.

The measure forms part of the broader EU Migration and Asylum Pact, adopted in April 2024, which 
strengthens border screening and expands externalisation tools. This includes the use of inadmissibility 

procedures for applicants who transited through countries designated as safe, a mechanism the Commission 

proposed extending to Tunisia and Morocco in April 2025 and which is now reflected in the approved 

list. However, since May 2024 UNHCR has suspended pre-registration activities in Tunisia, with no new 

registrations reported thereafter, and in the absence of a national asylum framework, access to formal 

asylum procedures in the country remains limited.

12 Data was published in November 2025. 
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Several elements of the reform, including the use of safe-country lists and accelerated border procedures 

for low-recognition nationalities, may be implemented ahead of the pact’s entry into force in June 2026. 
Civil society organisations have criticised the expanded use of safe-third-country concepts, warning 

that accelerated procedures and inadmissibility decisions based on transit through countries deemed 

safe may undermine fair asylum assessments and raise concerns regarding respect for the principle of 

non-refoulement, particularly where access to protection or registration is limited.

In a similar development, on 28 November, representatives from the EU and Southern Mediterranean 
countries, including Algeria, Tunisia, and Morocco, met in Barcelona to launch the Pact for the Mediterranean, 
presented by the EU as a renewed framework for regional stability, economic cooperation, and migration 

management. The Pact outlines initiatives on youth, sustainable investment, and migration governance, 

with an action plan expected in early 2026.

Rising risks as departures shift north along the coast

Following enforcement measures in Tunisia, people on the move and smugglers continue to adapt by 

redirecting departures toward more dangerous routes and conditions. As traditional embarkation areas 

around Sfax and Jbeniana have become heavily monitored, movements have shifted to less visible locations 
such as Ghedhabna, Salakta (Mahdia governorate), Monastir, and Nabeul. This fragmentation of departure 

points reduces the predictability of movements and requires search-and-rescue actors to extend their 

monitoring and response capacities across broader stretches of coastline, complicating timely detection 

and assistance. 

Despite the 75% decline in arrivals to Italy from Tunisia, the crossings that do occur are increasingly more 

perilous and expensive. Reported passage costs have tripled, reaching up to 3,000 TND (€880) for places 
on overcrowded and poorly equipped boats. The heightened risks were illustrated in October, when a 
boat departing from Salakta capsized shortly after leaving the coast, killing at least 40 people. The IOM 
described this shipwreck as one of the deadliest maritime incidents recorded along the North African coast 

in 2025.  In response, the IOM reiterated the need for protection-sensitive search and rescue operations 

and for expanding safe and regular migration pathways.

Another example of the diversification of migration maritime routes from Tunisia is the growing use of 
the Pantelleria corridor. In August 2025, Italian authorities dismantled a smuggling network facilitating 

clandestine sea crossings from Tunisia to the island of Pantelleria, pointing to the use of this route as an 
alternative to the more established Tunisia–Lampedusa corridor. According to police findings, the operation 
involved migrants and refugees being embarked near Kelibia, Tunisia.
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A sustained increase in organised returns from Tunisia 

Tunisian authorities reported an increase in the number of migrants returned to their countries of origin in 

recent years. Returns rose from 2,557 in 2023 to 7,250 in 2024, before increasing further to around 10,000 

by early November 2025, representing a 38% increase compared to 2024 and an almost threefold increase 
(+291%) compared to 2023. These returns were implemented through voluntary return programmes 

coordinated with the IOM, including regular charter flights primarily to countries in West and Central Africa. 

In December, Tunisian officials reiterated this approach during an IOM ministerial roundtable in Geneva, 
highlighting voluntary returns, border management and international cooperation to address smuggling 

networks and irregular migration, while restating that Tunisia does not intend to serve as a country of 

transit or settlement for migrants and refugees.

Tunisia’s migration practices raised with the International Criminal 

Court

Tunisia’s migration governance was recently referred to the International Criminal Court (ICC) through 

a submission13 requesting an assessment of whether certain state practices could constitute crimes 

against humanity. This submission follows earlier referrals made in 2023 and 2024 that called on the ICC 
to investigate alleged abuses against migrants and refugees in Tunisia. The new filing alleges patterns 

of collective expulsions, abandonment of migrants and refugees in remote border areas, and restrictions 

on access to basic services such as food and water, and argues that these may amount to systematic 

and generalised violations. Recent reporting by international human rights organisations has also 
raised concerns about the ongoing mistreatment of migrants and refugees in Tunisia, citing an increase 

in enforcement measures and protection risks. The submission links the reported escalation of abuses 

to developments following the July 2023 EU-Tunisia migration agreement, raising questions about the 
implications of externalised border management frameworks.

The referral follows earlier legal and advocacy efforts aimed at documenting alleged violations and 

exploring accountability mechanisms. While the submission does not automatically initiate proceedings, 
it places Tunisia under formal ICC consideration and may lead to a preliminary examination. Tunisian 

authorities have rejected the allegations as unfounded and politically motivated. 

Continued pressure on civil society actors working on migration, 

though humanitarian workers released

In early January, several humanitarian workers were released after being held in pre-trial detention for 

more than twenty months on charges of “facilitating irregular entry and stay” of migrants and refugees. 

13 The submission was made under Article 15 of the Rome Statute, to which Tunisia is a party, enabling the ICC Prosecutor to assess information 
on alleged crimes within the Court’s jurisdiction, with the legal assessment hinging on whether the reported practices can be demonstrated to 

be systematic and widespread against a civilian population. For more information on the Rome Statute, please refer to https://www.icc-cpi.int/

sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf 
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https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisia-repatriates-10000-migrants-2025-vows-not-become-transit-zone-2025-11-04/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/tunisia-repatriates-10000-migrants-2025-vows-not-become-transit-zone-2025-11-04/
https://realites.com.tn/fr/migration-irreguliere-la-tunisie-reaffirme-a-geneve-son-refus-detre-un-pays-de-transit/
https://realites.com.tn/fr/migration-irreguliere-la-tunisie-reaffirme-a-geneve-son-refus-detre-un-pays-de-transit/
https://fr.apanews.net/society/tunisie-le-traitement-des-migrants-porte-devant-la-cpi/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/families-jailed-tunisian-politicians-call-icc-investigate-abuses-black-people
https://fr.apanews.net/society/tunisie-le-traitement-des-migrants-porte-devant-la-cpi/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1744947/politique/le-traitement-des-migrants-en-tunisie-porte-devant-la-cour-penale-internationale/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-rampant-violations-against-refugees-migrants-eu-risks-complicity/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1744947/politique/le-traitement-des-migrants-en-tunisie-porte-devant-la-cour-penale-internationale/
https://apanews.net/tunisia-faces-international-scrutiny-over-migrant-rights/
https://fr.apanews.net/society/tunisie-le-traitement-des-migrants-porte-devant-la-cpi/
https://fr.apanews.net/society/tunisie-le-traitement-des-migrants-porte-devant-la-cpi/
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2026/01/06/tunisie-des-responsables-de-terre-d-asile-juges-pour-aide-aux-migrants-ont-ete-liberes_6660704_3212.html
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/1744947/politique/le-traitement-des-migrants-en-tunisie-porte-devant-la-cour-penale-internationale/
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf
https://www.icc-cpi.int/sites/default/files/2024-05/Rome-Statute-eng.pdf


According to their defence, the court handed down suspended sentences of two years, and further details 

of the judgment are expected. The defence had previously maintained that the activities were conducted 

within authorised humanitarian programmes and implemented in coordination with state authorities. 

Separately, between July and early November, Tunisian authorities temporarily suspended several 

civil-society organisations, citing alleged violations of association law and investigations into foreign 

funding. While some of the affected organisations have since resumed their activities following the 

expiry of the suspension period, the 30-day orders temporarily prohibited all operations. Civil-society 
actors have criticised these measures as disproportionate and arbitrary, while authorities have framed 

them as necessary to address alleged financial irregularities linked to foreign funding and to enforce 
existing legislation. 

Mixed Migration in Morocco

Latest figures on migrants in Morocco 

No available public data since August 2025.14

Moroccan authorities intensify controls around Ceuta and relocate 

intercepted migrants

Between 11 and 12 October, Moroccan security forces prevented around 550 people from attempting 
to reach the enclave of Ceuta, including approximately 400 nationals from West and Central African 
countries. Authorities dismantled informal camps in wooded areas surrounding the enclave and relocated 

those intercepted to southern and eastern parts of Morocco. Around 140 Moroccan nationals, including 40 
minors, were also returned to their areas of origin.

The operations followed the circulation of social-media calls encouraging collective attempts to cross 

the border fences around Ceuta and Melilla, prompting increased patrols, arrests and aerial surveillance 

in northern cities such as Fnideq and Tetouan. A minor was reportedly arrested for allegedly promoting 

collective crossings online, reflecting increased monitoring of online mobilisation. 

Humanitarian organisations report that such relocation practices, also documented last year, have become 

more frequent, particularly towards Tiznit in southern Morocco, where local groups describe regular arrivals 

of people without formal reception arrangements. Many migrants and refugees reportedly rely on begging 

or occasional informal work before attempting to travel north again in hopes of reaching Europe. 

Moroccan authorities have prevented nearly 80,000 people from reaching EU territory in 2024 and 87,000 

in 2023, most of whom originated from West and Central Africa.

14 The latest available data are drawn from Morocco’s 2024 General Population and Housing Census (Recensement Général de la Population et de 
l’Habitat); no official figures are yet available for 2025.
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https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2026/01/06/tunisie-des-responsables-de-terre-d-asile-juges-pour-aide-aux-migrants-ont-ete-liberes_6660704_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2025/12/15/en-tunisie-des-salaries-de-terre-d-asile-devant-la-justice-pour-avoir-aide-des-migrants_6657705_3212.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-escalating-crackdown-on-human-rights-organizations-reaches-critical-levels/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-escalating-crackdown-on-human-rights-organizations-reaches-critical-levels/
https://omct-tunisie.org/2025/12/08/communique-de-presse-reprise-des-activites-de-lomct-tunisie/?fbclid=IwZnRzaAOvPOFleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZAo2NjI4NTY4Mzc5AAEemRFeKt7sP9ZhqEPtvaVMMwmZIBalzz7_Q82GzgQdkuKBUbQuUpdGquovvxg_aem_ltweDEpsEFU6oPUYSYG6tg
https://ftdes.net/ar/we-are-returning-with-renewed-determination-to-defend-all-rights/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-escalating-crackdown-on-human-rights-organizations-reaches-critical-levels/
https://www.reuters.com/business/media-telecom/tunisia-suspends-independent-media-group-amid-broader-crackdown-2025-10-31/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/11/tunisia-escalating-crackdown-on-human-rights-organizations-reaches-critical-levels/
https://www.hcp.ma/Les-residents-etrangers-au-Maroc-Analyse-issue-du-RGPH-de-2024-Novembre-2025_a4218.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/67486/maroc--550-migrants-empeches-de-rejoindre-lenclave-espagnole-de-ceuta
https://fr.hespress.com/445126-appels-a-des-assauts-collectifs-sur-sebta-les-autorites-marocaines-renforcent-les-controles.html
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/67486/maroc--550-migrants-empeches-de-rejoindre-lenclave-espagnole-de-ceuta
https://fr.hespress.com/445126-appels-a-des-assauts-collectifs-sur-sebta-les-autorites-marocaines-renforcent-les-controles.html
https://achtari24.com/%D8%A5%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%A9.html#google_vignette
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/67554/maroc--un-mineur-arrete-apres-avoir-inciter-sur-les-reseaux-sociaux-a-limmigration-irreguliere-vers-ceuta#:~:text=Selon des informations relay%C3%A9es par,l'enclave espagnole de Ceuta.
https://achtari24.com/%D8%A5%D8%AD%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7-%D9%85%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%85-%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9%D9%8A-%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%A8%D8%AA%D8%A9.html#google_vignette
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/66254/a-tiznit-dans-le-sud-du-maroc-la-hausse-des-refoulements-de-migrants-inquiete-les-associations
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/desert-dumps/
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/62713/routes-migratoires--pres-de-80-000-migrants-interceptes-par-le-maroc-en-2024
https://www.infomigrants.net/fr/post/54292/maroc--environ-87-000-migrants-interceptes-par-les-autorites-marocaines-en-2023


Mixed Migration in Algeria

Algeria-Spain: relaunch of bilateral migration cooperation amid 

ongoing crossings

As migration from Algeria to Spain’s Balearic Islands continues and building on migration discussions in early 

2025, Algeria and Spain announced in October 2025 the relaunch of their bilateral protocol on combating 
irregular migration. This announcement comes as departures from Algeria now account for three quarters 

of movements along the Western Mediterranean Route, up from 40% in 2024, when Morocco was the 
primary departure country. Overall 7,321 migrants and refugees arrived in the Balearic Islands in 2025, 
representing a 22% increase compared to last year. 

The renewed agreement places strong emphasis on returns, border control, and security cooperation. 

It includes the reactivation of coordinated return mechanisms, procedures for the repatriation of 

unaccompanied minors based on judicial requests, alongside expanded judicial and technical cooperation. 

The protocol also includes arrangements for the exchange of biometric data to help identify migrants and 

refugees who have died at sea. 

Spanish officials described Algeria as a key partner in addressing migration and security challenges. 

According to various sources, Algeria has facilitated the return of more than 15,500 migrants since 
2024, including 8,500 returns in 2024 and approximately 7,000 in 2025, largely through voluntary return 
programmes supported by the IOM. Algerian authorities have reported higher figures, citing up to 82,000 

returns since 2024, as well as the prevention of nearly 100,000 migrants and refugees in 2024 from 
moving onward towards North Africa and Europe. Authorities have additionally reported the interception 

of more than 30,000 people at sea in 2024.15  While no figures were available for 2025, expulsions from 
Algeria to the Niger border alone increased by 21% in 2024, reaching at least 31,404 individuals, up from 
26,031 in 2023.

Framed within a broader security agenda encompassing counter-smuggling, document fraud and border 

control, the agreement underscores a continued focus on enforcement-oriented cooperation, while publicly 

available information on safeguards, monitoring arrangements and protection measures remains limited.

15 These figures derive from different sources and appear to reflect varying definitions and reporting methodologies.
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https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/gobierno/news/Paginas/2025/20250224-spain-algeria-cooperation.aspx
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/migrant-arrivals-spains-balearics-surge-smugglers-switch-routes-2025-11-13/
https://data.unhcr.org/en/situations/europe-sea-arrivals/location/24567
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/QMMU-2024-Q4-North-Africa.pdf
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/algeria-span-discuss-boosting-counterterrorism-cooperation/3722075
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/la-ruta-argelina-se-dispara,-claves-de-la-cooperaci%C3%B3n-migratoria-con-espa%C3%B1a/90196841
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/algeria-span-discuss-boosting-counterterrorism-cooperation/3722075
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/lang/en/gobierno/news/Paginas/2025/20251020-spain-algeria-cooperation.aspx
https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/la-ruta-argelina-se-dispara,-claves-de-la-cooperaci%C3%B3n-migratoria-con-espa%C3%B1a/90196841
https://mixedmigration.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/QMMU-2024-Q4-North-Africa.pdf
https://www.dzair-tube.dz/en/algeria-spain-relaunch-anti-illegal-migration-protocol-towards-a-renewed-strategic-framework-of-cooperation/
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MMC is a knowledge centre engaged in data collection, research, analysis, and policy and programming 
on mixed migration. MMC has regional hubs in Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America, with a global 
team headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, and based in several countries worldwide.

MMC is a leading source for independent and high-quality data, research, analysis and expertise. MMC 
aims to increase understanding of mixed migration, to positively impact global and regional migration 
policies, to inform evidence-based mixed migration responses for people on the move and to stimulate 
forward thinking in public and policy debates on mixed migration. MMC’s overarching focus is on human 
rights and protection for all people on the move.

MMC is part of the Danish Refugee Council (DRC). While its institutional link to DRC ensures MMC’s 
work is grounded in operational reality, it acts as an independent source of data, research, analysis and 
policy development on mixed migration for policy makers, practitioners, journalists, and the broader 
humanitarian sector).

For more information visit www.mixedmigration.org  

and subscribe to our newsletter.
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